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CHAP.  I. 

•  „  *  m 

Davy  is  reliev'd  from  his  fufpence ,  as  to  his 
adventure .  —  IVrites  to  his  uncle  and  the 
manager . —  y&//  /*r  England. —  /?r- 

rives  at  Liverpoole. — Debarks. — Sr/*  out 
with  his  lady  for  London. 

A  MAN  cannot  be  imagin’d  in  more 
amaze,  or  under  greater  difquie- 
tude,  than  our  hero  was,  at  this 
fudden  change  of  fituation  ;  nor,  tho’  he 
had  dealt  fo  much  in  romance  and  adven¬ 
tures,  could  he  find,  upon  recollection,  a 
parallel  to  this  of  his  own  ;  he  was  an  hour 
before  at  his  liberty,  returning  from  his 
Vol.  II.  B  night- 


2  * The  Juvenile  Adventures 

nightly  labour,  to  enjoy  his  repofe  uninter¬ 
ruptedly,  as  ufual  ;  and,  now,  was  confin’d 
he  knew  not  how,  nor  by  whom,  on  another 
element  *,  tho’  full  well  he  weaned,  that 
by  the  look  of  the  place,  fome  gentle  power 
had  ravifh’d  him  from  fhore,  and  one  feem- 
ingly  very  capable  of  retaining  him,  in  its 
power,  maugre  all  the  oppofition  he  fhould 
make.  He  fcan’d  over  all  his  late  intrigues 
in  Dublin  for  it  is  not  to  be  deny’d  that 
he  had  had  fome,  fince  he  enter’d  upon 
the  flage  there  •,  but  could  think  of  no  fe¬ 
male  capable  of  ferving  him  fuch  a  trick, 
and,  after  all  his  refearches,  was  oblig’d  to 
ft  down,  wrapp’d  up,  however,  in  con¬ 
templation,  convinc’d  of  the  reality  of  his 
being  in  durance,  that  he  was  broad  awake, 
and  that  it  was  not  occafion’d  by  the  idle 
and  delufive  images  painted  upon  the 
mind  in  deep.  In  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  from  his  being  thus  left  alone,  the 
cabin  door  was  unlock’d,  and  a  fmart 
*  youth  brought  before  him  an  elegant  fup- 
per,  and  plac’d  wine  and  other  refrelh- 
ments  upon  the  fide-board  by  him.  He 
e flay’d  to  afk  him  fome  queftions ;  but  the 
mute  attendant  pointing  to  his  lips,  with  a 
low  bow,  gave  him  to  underftand  that  his 
bufinefs  was  filence  *,  and  fuddeniy  foft 
mufic  breath’d  in  melting  (trains,  without, 
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and  when  the  inftruments  ceas’d,  a  melo¬ 
dious  voice,  fung  the  following  ftanzas. 

Swain,  no  more  let  fear  opprefs  thee. 
Thou  art,  here,  fecure  from  harms  \ 
Beauty  ftudies  to  carefs  thee, 

And  to  melt  thee  in  her  arms : 

TI10’  fo  cold,  fo  free  from  paflion, 

See  (he  holdeth  Cupid’ s  dart ; 

Give  the  nymph  thy  foft  companion. 
Give  the  nymph  thy  yielding  heart. 

Then,  again,  mufic,  in  tender  fymphonies, 
breath’d  Above ,  about ,  or  underneath  \ 

Sent  by  fome  fpirits ,  to  mortals  good , 

Or  tlf  ujifeen  genius  of  the  flood  \ 

for  thefe  lines  immediately  occur’d  to  him 
from  one  of  his  favourite  authors.  But 
the  myftery  of  all  this,  was  now  to  be  foon 
unravelled. 

On  a  hidden  the  doors  ‘dew  open,  anjd 
prefented  a  female  form,  drefs’d  in  all  the 
tempting  attire  that  could  adorn  it,  pro¬ 
ceeded  by  two  footmen  bearing  wax  tapers 
before  her,  and  when  fhe  had  advanc’d 
near  enough  to  be  diftinguifli’d,  the  a- 
maz’d  Ranger  difcover’d,  at  once,  the 
features  of  the  amorous  Leonora ,  who 
never  before  had  entered  his  thoughts  upon 
this  occafion.  In  fliort,  his  furprize  was 
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fo  great,  that  he  was  chain’d  to  the  place 
he  iat  in,  and,  tho’  his  lips  were  unclos’d, 
was  incapable  of  joining  them  again,  to 
utter  any  articulate  founds.  The  atten¬ 
dants  withdrew,  and  the  fair  enchantrefs  fit¬ 
ting  down  befide  him,  laid  her  lovely  hand 
on  his,  and  in  the  fofteft  accents  thus  ad- 
drefs’d  him.  Ah!  my  Ranger ,  to  what 
lengths  will  not  love  carry  a  woman,  that 
feels  his  tyrannic  fway  with  the  cruel  force 
I  fuftain  it !  What  arts  have  I  try’d,  what 
pains  have  I  taken,  fecretly  and  unknown 
to  you,  to  gain  this  happy  moment  of  your 
company  !  But  come,  recover  yourfelf 
from  your  adonifhment — look  upon  your 
Leonora  with  kinder  eyes,  and  have  com¬ 
panion  on  her. — Let  us  eat  what  I  have  pro¬ 
vided,  and  then  I  will  explain  all  the  rea- 
fons  for  my  conduct,  which,  no  doubt, 
mull  appear  very  flrange  to  you.  Davy , 
rofe  at  thefe  words,  and,  fo  well  he  was 
now  recover’d,  clafping  his  arms  about 
her,  and  draining  her  in  an  arduous  em¬ 
brace,  cry’d  out,  Why  my  charmer,  fure 
you  deal  with  invifible  agents,  to  be  able 
thus  to  condudt  this  affair,  and  to  deal  me 
from  myfelf  ?  And  what  neceflity  *,  for  had' 
I  known  my  lovely  Leonora  had  been  in 
Ireland ,  I  would  have  flown  upon  the  wings 
of  love  to  her  arms.  Had  I  thought, 
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that,  return'd  the  lady,  I  had  been  more 
happy  than  my  doubts  and  fears  have  per¬ 
mitted  me  to  be  for  a  long  time  ;  but 
this  kindnefs  fhall  wipe  away  all  anxiety 
and  diftruft,  and  I  fhall  be  blefs’d.  After 
a  good  deal  of  this  tender  parling,  they 
fat  too,  and  eat  heartily  of  their  fupper  ; 
being  attended  by  the  two  fervants  in 
livery,  and  were  very  merry  and  alert 
with  each  other;  for  Davy  now  perceiv’d 
the  whole  myftery  was  wrought  by  love, 
and,  as  the  objedl  was  well  remembered  to 
be  charming,  he  even  burned  with  defire 
and  expectation  of  a  clofer  connexion  with 
her;  for  this  he  fuppos’d  would  be  the 
agreeable  injunction  laid  upon  him.  After 
fupper  was  taken  away,  and  the  cabin  was 
clear’d,  fhe  thus  addrefs’d  him  :  My  dear 
Ranger!  you  have  reafon  to  be  furpriz’d 
at  my  ufing  this  force,  you  have  been  iub- 
jecSt  to,  to  get  you  into  my  pofeflion  ;  but 
when  I  tell  you  all  my  motives,  you  will 
fay  I  acted  prudently  and  properly.  When 
you  had  left  me  fome  weeks,  at  my  bro¬ 
ther’s,  I  perceiv’d  I  carry’d  about  me  the 
confequence  of  our  fondnefs,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  was  robb’d  of  all  hope  of  ever 
making  myfelf  your’s  in  an  honourable 
way,  by  the  mention  my  lord  made  of 
your  attachment  to  mifs  McCarthy ,  who 
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then,  I  firft  underftood,  was  not  your  lifter 
which  diove  me  almoft  to  defpair.  I  was 
refolv  d  not  to  expofe  myfelf  by  (laying 
longer  with  my  filter,  as  my  condition 
would  foon  be  too  vifible  to  every  eye  \ 
and  therefore,  form’d  a  refolution  of  leav¬ 
ing  tnem,  which  I  did,  under  pretence  of 
going  to  London  \  but  when  I  came  to  Ten- 
t;y\  1,  with  only  one  maid  fervant  I  could 
confide  in,  embark’d  for  Ireland ,  having 
given  my  brother’s  domefticks,  who  at¬ 
tended  me,  the  flip,  and  arriv’d  fafely  at 
Dublin ,  after  a  very  inclement  ftormy  paf- 
fage.  Believe  me,  Mr.  Ranger,  thedefign 
1  came  upon,  was  to  revenge  myfeif  of 
your  balenefs,  by  running  a  poignard  to 
your  heart  ;  for  I  look’d  upon  your  deceiv¬ 
ing  me,  and  impofing  upon  me  with  the 
(lory  of  your  near  relation  to  mifs  McCar¬ 
thy,  as  a  mortal  affront,  and  painted  to  my 
diliurb’d  imagination,  my  too  happy  ri¬ 
val,  exultingly  fmiling  at  my  injuries,  and 
revelling  in  thofe  arms  to  which  my  weak- 
nefs  I  thought  had  given  me  a  better  title. 
But  alter  all  the  fecret  enquiries  I  made,  I 
could  learn  neither  tale  nor  tidings  of  you, 
and  heard,  to  my  furpnze,  that  mifs 
AT  Car  thy,  had  been  married  to  another  at 
Kilkenny.  I  receiv’d  thele  advices  from 
her  aunt’s  family,  whom  I  had  found  out, 

and 


of  DAVID  RANGER.  7 

and  with  the  fervants  of  which  my  maid 
and  faithful  companion  had  made  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  *,  and  having  taken  up  my  a- 
bode,  under  the  charabter  of  a  fea  officer  s 
wife,  with  a  good  widow  in  Thomas -Street , 

I  was  there  deliver’d  of  the  fruits  of  my 
indiferetion,  a  fine  boy,  and  exactly  your 
image,  which  however  had  been  bred  with 
fo  much  anxiety,  that,  notwithstanding  ad 
the  advice  I  could  procure,  I  loft  him  in 
about  a  month  after  his  birth,  and  bury  d 
him  in  St.  Patrick's  church.  My  intelli¬ 
gence  of  you,  was  fo  obfeure,  that  I  now 
refolv’d  to  profecute  my  fearch  no  longer, 
but  return’d  again  to  my  brother’s  at  Pem¬ 
broke,  making  fuch  excufes  for  my  difap- 
pearance  and  abfence,  for  fifteen  months, 
as  again  reftor’d  me  to  the  good  graces  of  my 
filler,  and  the  more  eafily,asl,  in  fabf,  ow  d 
an  account  of  my  conduct  to  nobody.  Here 
I  pin’d  away  two  years  more,  daily  fighing 
after  you,  the  man  who  ftill  kept  the  foie 
pofeffion  of  my  heart,  and  was  hurry  d  to 
the  very  brink  of  defpair,  when,  a  letter 
arriv’d  from  my  friend,  the  widow,  at  Dub¬ 
lin  •,  with  whom  I  kept  up  a  correlpondence, 
flie  inclofing  her  letters  direfted  to  me,  in  my 
real  character,  under  cover.  She  is  a  woman 
*  of  good  fenfe,  and  writes  moft  entertainingly  j 
and,  in  giving  me  the  news  of  Dublin ,  men- 
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fionM  the  name  of  Mr.  David  Ranger ,  as  an 
aftor  that  had  pleas’d  and  delighted  the  town 
by  his  mafterly  performances.  This  wel¬ 
come  intelligence  made  me  alive  again, 
as,  from  the  defcription  of  your  perfon 
and  age,  I  guefs’d,  truly,  that  you  was 
niy  identical,  long  loft  Twain.  You  have 
;een  in  love  yourfelf,  my  dear  Ranger 
ana  can  eafily  conceive  the  fchemes  thefe 
advices  form’d  in  my  head,  of  once  more 
trying  to  melt  your  obdurate  heart  in  my 
favour.  I  look’d  upon  you  as  really  mine, 
by  all  the  laws  of  juftice  and  equity,  and 
if,  now,  di  fen  gaged,  was  refolv’d,  if  pof- 
hble,  to  fecure  you  for  ever.  For  ‘this 
purpofe,  not  to  be  plagu’d  with  delay  or 
complement,  I  put  up  my  neceffary  wear- 
lng  apparel,  lome  jewels,  and  a  confider- 
able  fum  of  money,  and,  without  taking 
leave  of  my  brother  or  filter,  hearing  there 
was  a  vefTel  at  Pembroke  ready  to  fail  to 
the  Irijh  ooaft,  procur’d  a  palfage  in  her, 
and  once  more  arriv’d  fafdy  at  my  friend 
the  widow’s  at  Dublin,  who  was  overjoy’d 
to  lee  me.  I  made  her,  now,  the  confi¬ 
dante  of  my  ftory,  and  had  the  tupreme 
plea  lure  to  fee  you  perform  feveral  times, 
with  admiration  ;  gather’d  every  particu¬ 
lar  of  your  family  and  fortunes,  and  to  my 
gicat  joy,  heard  you  was  not  married,  nor 

deeply 
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deeply  engag’d  in  any  new  amour.  But 
then  I  knew  you  had  already  pofels  d  my 
perfon,  and  dreaded  that  indiherence  and 
coldnefs,  that,  too  often,  fucceeds  in  your 
fex,  from  fuch  indulgence,  and  was  re- 
folv’d  to  have  you  abfolutely  in  my  power, 
before  I  made  myfelf  known  to  you,  and, 
if  you  prov’d  ungrateful  to  my  love,  to 
wreck  my  revenge  upon  you,  and  then  to 
deftroy  myfelf;  for  fuch  is  the  violence  of 
my  paffion,  that  either  in  life  or  death  I 
muft  be  yours.  For  this  purpofe,  we  fe- 
cur’d,  by  a  large  reward,  the  captain  of  this 
veil'd,  now  bound  for  Liverpoole,  and  ne¬ 
phew  to  my  widow,  in  my  intereif,  to  aid 
me  as  he  has  done,  w'ith  all  his  men,  in 
bringing  you  on  board,  and  confining  you 
at  my  pleafure,  and  yefterday,  tor  that* 
purpofe,  I  had  all  my  things  brought  on 
board,  and  took  leave  of  Dublin.  Now, 
tell  me,  thou  dear,  ungrateful  man,  if  all 
my  pains  and  fatigues,  my  unalterable  at- 
fedlion,  do  not  deferve  the  tendered:  re¬ 
turns?  This  weapon,  and  here  the  pull’d 
out  a  dagger,  fhall  unite  us  in  death,  if 
you  will  not  confent  to  our  union  in  tnis 
world,  and  if  my  arm  is  too  weak,  1  cm 
call  in  help  fufficient  to  execute  my  pur¬ 
pofe.  I  am,  you  know  too  well,  io  .t  as 
any  of  my  fex ;  but  flighted  love  will 
arm  me  with  all  the  fury  of  an  Italian .  Let 
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me  but  live  with  you,  in  your  prefence, 
confent  to  leave  Ireland  with  me,  in  this 
vefiel,  and  myfelf,  and  all  I  pofefs,  fhall  be 
yours.  I’ll  endeavour,  by  the  tendered  of- 

ces>  t0  ^coth^  your  waking  hours,  and  to 
lorten  your  (lumbers. — Remember  ’tis  your 
Leonora  fues  —  whofe  family  and  fortune 
are  not,  unworthy  of  the  greateft  alliances, 
iieie  (lie  ceas’d,  and  Davy ,  who  had  been 
agitated  varioufly  during  her  narration, 
was  for  fome  time  filently,  revolving  what 
lie  had  heard.  At  one  moment  he  admir¬ 
ed  hej  love,  her  conftancy,  her  firmnefs 
and  lefolution  ;  at  another,  he  fhuddered 
at  the  violence  of  her  temper  and  paflion, 
a  kind  of  horror.  However,  he  found 
himfelf  under  a  force,  with  an  objeft  that 
he  contemplated  with  fome  delight,  and, 
as  to  ^leaving  Dublin ,  for  England ,  or  Lon- 
don,  twas  what  he  had  no  averfion  to,  but 
rather  courted,  could  he  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  fettling  his  affairs  before  his  de¬ 
parture.  .  He,  therefore,  anlwer’d  the  re- 
folute  fair,  in  the  fofteft  terms,  made  her 
fling  a  fide  the  inftrument  of  death,  folded 
her  in  his  arms,  and,  bona  fide,  promis’d  to 
continue  hers  for  ever  ;  but  when  he  men¬ 
tioned^  going  on  %>re  to  tranfaft  his 
bufineis  before  he  departed,  he  found  her 
inflexibly  determined  againft  granting  him 
inch  a  dangerous  indulgence,  as  fhe  call’d' 
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it,  and  as  fhe  had  gone  fo  far,  was  refolv’d 
to  go  thro5  with  her  work  }  but  told  him, 
he  could  have  no  affairs  on  fhoie,  but 
what  he  might  very  well  manage  by  letter, 
which,  before  they  were  over  the  fhip’s 
fide,  fire  alfo  conditioned  with  him'to  fee. 
In  fhort,  Ranger ,  at  length,  willingly  came 
into  her  propofals,  and  the  more  readily, 
as  the  feafon,  for  which  he  had  contracted 
with  the  manager,  was,  that  very  night 
expired,  and  he  had  finally  fettled  with 
him  on  the  day  before,  with  a  promife, 
however,  of  again  engaging  with  him. 
He  therefore  fet  down,  and  wrote  a  very 
dutiful  letter  to  his  uncle,  inclofing  one, 
alfo,  to  his  father  •,  in  which  he  let  them 
know  that  he  had  fuddenly  determined  to 
go  for  England ,  to  reap  fome  advantages 
that  had  there  been  offered  him  in  his  pre- 
fent  profeffion,  which  requir’d  immediate 
departure,  and  prevented  his  taking  a  for¬ 
mal  leave.  He  gave  directions  for  the 
payment  of  every  thing  he  might  owe  in 
Dublin ,  defir’d  his  uncle  to  fee  pack’d  up  all 
his  clothes  and  baggage,  according  to  direc¬ 
tions,  and  fend  them  on  board  the  vefifel ; 
and  concluded  with  his  wifhes  for  his  health 
and  happinefs,  and  his  confidence  in,  and 
unlimited  licence  for,  the  management  of. 
all  the  money  he  had  vefted  in  his  hands. 

He 
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He  wrote  alfo  a  letter  of  complement  to 
his  friend,  the  manager,  and  others  to  his 
moft  intimate  acquaintance,  all  which, 
when  his  fair  goaler  had  perufed  them,  fire 
ient  by  one  of  her  own  fervants,  ordering 
Him  to  wait  for  anfwers.  The  uncle,  in 
his,  exprefs’d  fome  furprize  at  this  pre¬ 
cipitate  refolution  ;  but  committed  him  to 


the  protection  of  Providence,  hop’d  to  fee 
him  return  foon,  promis’d  to  be  careful  of 
his  truff,  and  dilpatch’d  every  thing  that 
belong’d  to  him,  as  directed.  The  ma¬ 


nager,  and  all  his  friends,  wifh’d  him  a  good 
voyage,  genteelly  declin’d  any  particular 
enquiries ;  but  exprefs’d  their  forrow  at 
lofing  him,  as  they  laid  the  whole  city 
would  do,  when  they  came  to  know  of  his 
departure.  And  thus,  madam  Leonora , 
had  executed  her  fcheme  in  its  utmoft  ex¬ 
tent,  with  greater  fuccefs  than  fhe  could 
have  wifhed,  in  the  warmeft  moments  of 
hope  and  expectation,  to  her  great  delight 
and  fatisfaCtion.  She  was  really  in  love 
with  Ranger ,  and  was  actuated  by  all  the 
violence  of  that  over-bearing  paffion, 
which,  added  to  a  temper  fraught  with  as 
much  haughtinefs  and  pride,  as  ever  was 
pofefs’d  by  any  of  her  fex,  had  produc’d 
this  uncommon  adventure,  which  I  pre- 
fume  is  not  to  be  paralleled  in  ftory.  That 


Ranger 
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Ranger  fubmitted,  without  more  refiftance* 
to  his  reflraint,  was  alfo  owing  to  many 
confiderations  •,  for  it  was  not  fear  alone 
that  work’d  upon  him,  fince,  notwithftand- 
ino-  the  lady’s  defperation,  he  fcarce  be¬ 
liev’d  flie  would  have  wounded  the  man 
fire  lov’d,  or  that  the  captain  and  his  crew 
would  have  run  the  hazard  of  their  lives 
to  have  a  (Med  her  revenge.  But  the  truth 
was,  he  fuddenly  became  fond  of  this  vi¬ 
rago,  and  long’d  to  repeat  his  dalliances 
with  her,  and  his  ambition  of  fnimng  in 
England ,  as  an  adlor,  reviv’d,  nor  was  he 
difpleas’d  at  meeting  a  convenience  of  go¬ 
ing  there,  without  trouble,  and  in  fuch 
foft  fociety  as  mult  needs  make  the  voyage 
perfcftly  agreeable.  And  thus,  both  par¬ 
ties,  now,  pleas’d,  the  next  day  the  cap¬ 
tain,  nam’d  IVilliams ,  was  made  a  party  in 
their  converfation,  and  being  fully  laden, 
he  that  afternoon  flood  to  lea,  in  order  to 
proceed  upon  his  voyage,  which  he  entered 
upon  with  aufpicious  omens  of  foon  hap¬ 
pily  bringing  it  to  a  period. 

It  is  not  improperly  obferv’d,  by  fome 
great  author,  or  other  •,  but  who,  I  am  not 
able  to  remember,  that,  in  the  attempting 
extraordinary  projects,  few  of  the  under¬ 
takers  have  (lability  fuificient  to  go  through 
with  their  work ;  for,  dazzled  with  the 

firft 
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firft  fuccefies  they  reap,  they  look  not  for¬ 
ward  to  the  completion  of  the  whole,  by 
which  all  accidents  that  might  reverfe  their 
defigns  would  be  prevented.  This  has 
prov’d  true,  in  ftatefmen,  generals  and 
churchmen,  as  well  as  it  was  verified  in 
this  love  affair  before  us.  Leonora ,  quite 
delighted  with  what  ihe  had  fo  far  per¬ 
form  d,  gave  a  free  Joofe  to  the  joy  and 
exultation  of  her  mind,  and  forgot  that  the 
only  point  that  could  fecure  her  happinefs, 
would  have  been  to  rivet  the  matrimonial 
fetteis  upon  her  gallant ;  for  which  pur¬ 
port*,  one  of  the  tribe  of  Levi  might  very 
eafily  have  been  procured  from  Dublin ; 
ana,  in  his  prefen t  fituation,  Ranger,  who 
had  not  quite  fuch  high  notions,  perhaps, 
of  honoui,  delicacy,  union  of  iouls,  and  fio- 
foith,  as  formerly  actuated  him,  would,  in 
all  likelihood,  have  made  no  difficulty'  of 
entering  into  church  ffiackles,  with  a' wo¬ 
man  of  a  confiderable  fhare  of  beauty, 
good  fenfe  and  fpirit;  of  a  noble  family  and 
a  fortune  of  12  or  14000/.  Ifay,  in  all  pro- 
bility  he  would  have  gone  thro’  flitch 
with  Leonora ,  if  ffie  had  taken  him  in  the 
fir  ft  fit,  and  before  reflection  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  work  upon  his  mind:  But  the 
unguai died  female,  funk  into  his  arms, 
quire  unable  to  refill  the  calls  of  love,  the 

easier 
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eager  wifhings  of  her  heart ;  her  bofom 
panted  for  enjoyment,  and  fne  could  not 
lfay  for  further  parley  or  altercation  ;  for, 
my  gentle  reader,  there  is  a  timey 

_ —When  love  no  wijh  denies , 

And  fmiling  nature  throws  off  each  difguife . 
Then,  who  can  words  to  J peak  thofe  raptures 

find , 

Vafi  fie  a  of  extacy,—that  drowns  the  mind! 

"That  ruff  of  joy  ! — that  wild  tumultuous  roul ! 
That  fire ,  that  kindles  body  into  foul ! 

And ,  on  life's  margin ,  ftrains  delight  fo  high , 
That  fenfe  breaks  jhort — and  while  we  tafte — 
we  die ! 

And  therefore,  as  our  voyage  was  fill’d 
with  no  other  incidents  but  thofe  of  love, 
we  fhall  fuppofe  they  fmoothly  Aid  over 
the  waves,  whiift  zephyrs  wantoned  in  the 
fails,  and  a  breeze ,  x~ 

Soft,  gently  breathing  with  its  wings ,  along , 
The  Jlackend  cordage  glides , - * 

Venus,  fitting  at  the  murmuring  prow,  her 
drapery  loofe  to  the  gale  •,  the  god  of  love, 
perch’d,  with  his  fly  inlinuating  face,  upon 
the  tiller,  andathoufand  little  loves  and 
graces,  hovering  every  where  around,  and 
fluttering  over  our  two  lovers,  who,  like 

Mark  Antony  and  Cleopatra ,  were  all  dif- 

folv’d 
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foiv’d  in  bills  and  rapture  ;  nay,  Jet  us 
carry  our  pidture  a  little  further  ;  foft  mu- 
frcK  breaths  on  every  fide,  Amphitrite ,  at¬ 
tended  by  the  lea-nymphs  and  tritons,  fur- 
round  the  blifsful  bark,  and  the  following 

ftrams  are  pronounc’d,  with  celellial  me¬ 
lody. 

Love ,  thou  dear  beguiler,  tell  me. 

Is  it  thus,  thou  cur’d  my  fmart  ? 
bur  11  the  ills,  that  late  befel  me, 

Eafeft  thus  my  aching  heart  ? 

Let  Siberia' s  wade  furround  me, 
Greenland's  frods  and  fnows  afiail  ; 
Tortures  exquifite  confound  me, 

Black  deipair  and  death  prevail ; 

Yet,  if  Leonora ,  charming, 

1  hus,  lliould  blefs  my  ravifh’d  fight ! 
All  thefe  horrid  ills  difarming. 

Chang’d  to  gladfome  day  my  night ; 

I  fhould  no  more  drake  and  Oliver, 

Pain  no  more  could  vex  my  foul  ; 

Her  bright  eyes  would  chear  lor  ever. 

Her  foft  touch,  defpair  controul  ! 

Oh!  can  Fortune's  utmoft  bleffina. 

Greater  happinefs  beftovv  ? 

Leonora  thus  pofeffing, 

Happieft  bate  the  fwain  can  know ! 


But 
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But  I  humbly  beg  my  reader’s  pardon  : 
—I  had  really  loft  mylelf  in  the  regions 
of  romance,  whilft  I  fhould  have  been  to  - 
lowing  the  clue  of  my  true  ftory .  However, 
they  may,  if  they  pleafe,  imagine  our  mip 
thus  attended,  arriv’d  in  about  ten  days  at 
Liverpoole ,  whither  they  were  bound  *,  and, 
that,  by  the  time  they  came  within  fight 
of  port,  the  generous  Leonora  had  made  a 
thorough  conqueft  of  Davy  s  ali  eft  ions, 
by  the  tendernefs  of  her  carriage,  and  the 
force  of  her  charms.  They  had  no  man¬ 
ner  of  acquaintance  at  Liverpoole ,  and 
therefore  were  oblig’d  to  take  lodgings  at 
a  gentlewoman’s,  to  whom  the  captain  re¬ 
commended  them,  where,  for  three  or  four 
days  that  their  curiofity  detain  d  them  in 
the  town,  they  were  very  handfomely  ac- 
com  modated,  and,  before  they  let  out  for 
London ,  to  which  city  they  both  agreed  to 
bend  their  courfe,  they  gratefully  bellow¬ 
ed  rewards  upon  the  captain,  over^  and 
above  the  fifty  pieces  he  had  receiv  d  of 
the  lady  for  his  affiftance,  and  paying  no¬ 
bly  for  their  paffage,  dol’d  confiderable  fa¬ 
vours  upon  the  crew  :  All  which  Leonora 
generoufiy  paid  herfelf,  telling  Ranger  it 
was  only  the  firll  offering  of  her  love,  out 
of  a  fortune  that  fhould  be  intirely  devoted 

to  his  intereft  and  pleafure.  And  thus  at¬ 
tended 
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tended  by  her  two  fervants,  on  horfeback, 

tliC/r°Cgari  ^ieir  j°urney,  a  hir’d  coach 
and  fix,  tor  the  metropolis,  nor  t par’d  for 

any  expence  upon  the  road,  enjoying  each 
other’s  fociety  with  the  moft  enlivening 
tranfport,  ftoppirlg  to  view  every  thinp* 
curious,  as  they  journey’d  on,  and  taking 
op  their  quarters  at  the  beft  inns  they 
could  find  ;  for,  madam  Leonora ,  the’  uni- 
verfajJy  acquainted  with  all  the  nobility 
an gentry  of  the  adjacent  country,  de- 
ciin  d  making  herfelf  known,  happy  in 
•her  Davy ,  and  eafy  in  her  mind. 

Amongst  other  difeourfe,  during  the 
fecond  day  s  journey,  lord  Bertram  was 
mentioned,  by  Ranger ,  with  great  refpedt 
and  deference,  and  he  told  his  fair  one,  he 
fancied  there  was  fomewhat  very  mtereft- 
ing  in  the  ftory  of  that  nobleman  and  her 
fifter,  which,  he  remembred,  the  laft  time 
he  call  d  at  his  ieat  near  Pembroke ,  he  had 
given  him  fome  reafon  to  expedf  the  rela¬ 
tion  of.  Leonora ,  reply’d,  T  hat  their  ad¬ 
ventures  were  really  worth  rehearfing,  and 
willing  to  make  the  way  agreeable  to  her 
lover,  began  the  recital  of  them,  in  her 

ufual  charming  manner,  without  further 
entreaty. 
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CHAP.  II. 

$be  fiory  of  lord  Bertram,  and  the  beauteous 
Ciariffa ;  or  the  triumph  of  Love  over  _ 
Avarice. 

LORD  Bertram  is  the  only  fon  of  the 

earl  of - ,  whofe  very  name  is  fuf- 

ricent  to  charadterife  him,  to  a  gentleman 
who  has  heard,  or  read,  of  the  tranfabtions 
of  thefe  laft  twenty  years.  He  was  bred 
np  with  all  the  care  that  his  high  birth  and 
rank  entitled  him  to,  and,  after  going 
'thro5  an  univerfity  education,  went  to  take 
the  grand  tour  of  Europe ,  and  to  learn  his 
exercifes  ;  and,  after  two  years  ablence 
from  his  native  country,  return’d  a  com¬ 
plete  and  finifh’d  gentleman,  and  foon  ob¬ 
tain’d  a  feat  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
where  hedifplay’d  thofe  talents  for  bufinefs, 
and  that  love  for  his  country,  for  which  he 
has  ever  fince  been  truly  confpicuous.  His 
father,  before  he  return’d  from  his  travels, 
had,  like  a  careful  and  thrifty  parent,  look¬ 
ed  out  for  a  future  wife  for  him,  and  had 

agreed  with  the  duke  of - ,  for  a  marriage 

with  his  fecond  daughter,  who  was  entitled 
to  an  immenfe  fortune  ;  but  was  then  not 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  fo  far  from  be¬ 
ing  agreeable  either  in  temper  or  perfon, 

that 
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that  fhe  was  deform’d  in  both,  in  a  very 
gieat  degree.  As  he  had  very  much  of 
the  tyrant  about  him,  he  fignified  his  de- 
ite,  that  ne  fhould  addrefs  her,  in  the 
language  of  a  command  ;  but  the  firfl  inter¬ 
view  determined  the  generous  Bertram ,  to 
lee  her  no  more ;  for  tho’  he  well  knew 
and  pradbs’d  the  utmoft  duty  to  his  father, 
he  could  not  imagine  that  nature  had  given 
him  the  power  to  make  him  unhappy,  or 
to  fetter  his  mind  with  a  perpetual  galling 
chain.  He  had  higher  notions  of  nuptial 
felicity,  than  what  arife  from  the  influence 
of  money,  and  was  determined  to  choofe 
for  himfelf  the  loft  companion  of  his  fu¬ 
ture  days.  However,  he  would  have  found 
it  very  difficult  to  deal  with  a  man  of  his 
father  s  temper,  during  whofe  life  he  was 
in  abfolute  dependance  upon  him,  if,  foon 
a  ter  his  arrival,  he  had  not  •  fortunately 
had  an  eftate  of  eight  hundred  pounds  a 
year  left  him  by  an  uncle,  which  in  fome 
Inca iti re  rendered  him  his  own  mafler.  He 
did  not  exprefs  his  averfion  to  the  match 
openly  ;  but,  to  avoid  a  further  intercourfe 
with  the  lady,  feign’d  himfelf  ill,  and 
procur  d  the  advice  of  his  phyfician  to  repair 
to  Scarborough,  for  the  re-elfabliflimentof  his 
health.  I  he  earl,  notwithftanding,  would 
have  infilled  upon  his  marrying  before  his 

departure; 
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departure  ^  but,  after  a  great  deal  of  alter¬ 
cation,  Bertram  carry’d  his  point,  fo  far  as 
to  delay  it  ’till  his  return,  hoping  fome  fa¬ 
vourable  incident  would  occur,  in  the 
mean  time,  that  wouid  fet  him  free  from 
his  cruel  embarraffment.  Accordingly  he 
fet  out,  attended  only  by  one  faithful  fer- 
vant,  the  fame  that  is  now  his  fteward, 
for  he  had  ever  an  averfion  to  idle  fhew 
and  parade.  My  father,  lord  ,  had 

an  acquaintance  with  lord  Bertram,  and 
efteemed  his  virtues.  That  young  noble¬ 
man  had  fo  powerfully  efpous’d  his  caufe 
in  the  houfe,  in  a  contefted  matter  be¬ 
tween  him  and  lord  — - ,  that  he  ever 

after  fhew’d  him  the  utmoft  refpeft  upon 
all  occafions.  He  had  two  daughters,  my- 
felf  and  my  fifier,  but,  by  the  mifmanage- 
ment  of  his  predeceflbr,  had  little  money  to 
beftow  upon  us  in  portions,  without  in¬ 
juring  his  eftate  •,  for  which  reafon  we  had 
been  brought  up  in  a  very  retired  manner, 
as  he  was  willing,  if  he  could  not  make  us 
rich,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  our  being 
happy,  with  fome  honeft  gentlemen  of  an 
inferior  rank  to  his  own,  and  therefore  ftu- 
dioufly  avoided  to  difplay  to  us  the  gaudy 
gaieties  of  the  court  and  town.  We  were 
'  educated  by  an  excellent  mother,  under 
their  eyes,  and  had  matters  for  every  at¬ 
tainment 
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tain  men  r  that  was  thought  requifite  for  our 
future  Rations  in  life.  My  lifter  was,  at 
this  time,  a  perfect  rural  beauty,  and  en- 
uow  d  with  every  good  quality  that  adorns 
a  female  breaft.  I  was,  fomewhat  young- 
ei  ;  bur,  in  our  improvement,  our  honoured 
parents  placed  their  chief  felicity.  Our 
feat  lying  in  the  way  to  Scarborough ,  and 
about  thirty  miles  from  London,  it  came 
into  Bertram's  head  to  call  upon  my  father, 
in  his  way,  who,  being  overjoy’d  to  fee* 
him,  treated  him  as  a  youth  he  highly 
valued,  and  infilled  upon  his  taking  ud  his 
abode  with  him,  for  a  day  or  two,  with  an 
earneftnefs  that  was  not  to  be  gainfaid. 

At  the  time  of  his  arrival,  my  fifter 
was  in  a  fummer-houfe,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  garden,  playing  upon  her  fpinfiet,  and 
!  was  fitting  with  my  mother  befide  her ; 
but  the  foft  frains  were  conveyed  to  the 
ears  of  Bertram ,  who  was  with  our  father 
f  tting  in  a  room  that  overlook’d  the  walk, 
and  that  led  to  our  retreat.  After  liftenin0" 
fome  time,  he  faid,  My  lord,  is  that  her 
lady lh ip  who  delights  your  groves  with 
Inch  heavenly  harmony,  or  one  of  your 
daughters,  whom  1  never  had  the  liap- 
pinefs  to  fee  ?  I  am  quite  enchanted  with 
the  found  !  My  father,  fmiling,  return’d, 

J  believe,  my  lord,  it  is  one  of  my  wood 

'  nymphs. 
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nymphs,  (a  term  he  frequently  us’d  when 
talking  of  us,)  who  has  an  extraordinary 
finger,  and  a  better  heart  than  if  fire  had 
be^n  bred  at  court.  Come,  my  lord,  we’ll  go 
and  fee  them  ;  they  would,  I’m  fure,  had 
they  known  of  the  honour  you  do  me,  have 
paid  their  complements  to  you  :  But,  my 
lord,  you’ll  fee  none  of  the  beauties  that 
make  you  figh  at  Sc.  James' s.  My  father 
was  far  from  any  defign  in  what  he  faid, 
he  had  heard  of  the  engagement  Bertram 

was  under  to  the  duke  of  - ’s  daughter, 

and  befide  was  incapable  of  any  mean, 
interefted  conceptions,  in  his  daughter  s 
favour. 

My  father  led  him  a  circuit  round,  as 
he  faid,  to  furprize  us,  and  they  {food 
fometime  liftemngat  the  back  of  ourclofet, 
whiiit  my  fitter,  unconfcious  of  other  wit- 
nefles  than  me  and  my  mother,  not  only 
play’d  fome  of  her  mod  touching  airs,  but 
fung  to  her  notes  with  a  voice  that  breath¬ 
ed  nothing  but  melody.  I  have  heard 
lord  Bertram  lince  declare,  that  he  loft  his 
heart  before  he  beheld  her,  and  was  capti¬ 
vated  by  her  voice.  At  length  they  came 
round,  and  enter’d  the  lummer-houfe. 
You  may  have  obferv’d  that  my  brother 
has  a  moft  open  amiable  countenance,  and 
is  one  of  the  beft  made  men  one  fhall  fee. 

His 
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His  riding-drefs  was  plain,  but  becomim', 
and  the  dignity  of  his  mein,  betokened  his 
high  rank.  My  mother  and  fifter  rifino, 
at  their  entrance,  he  faluted  us  with  a  deal 
of  feeming  diffidence,  whiift  my  father  in¬ 
form’d  us,  at  the  fame  time,  of  the  name 
and  quality  of  our  vifiter.  Mutual  com- 
plements  having  pafs’d,  my  fider,  whom, 
I  peiceiv  d  he  ey  ci  with  extraordinary 
earneffnefs,  macie  a  motion  to  me,  and  we 
both  got  up  to  withdraw  ;  when  Bertram 
addreffingus,  faid  :  Ah,  my  dear  ladies,  this 
is  too  much,  to  break  in  upon  your  de¬ 
lightful  retreat,  and  then  to  be  the  caufe 
of  your  quitting  it,  is  what  I  can’t  bear. 
I\ o,  ladies,  tis  fit  I  retire — and  take  from 
you  an  objeft  that  feems  fo  very  difagree- 
able.  Clarijfa  return’d,  with  great  ^pre- 
fence  of  mind,  tis  not,  Sir,  from  the  lead 
difrefpedt  that  we  leave  you  ;  but  I  have 
fome  orders  to  give  within,  for  your  better 
accommodation — your  being  my  father’s 
friend,  fiir,  is  too  fine  a  recommendation 
to  our  good  opinion,  for  us,  to  indulge  the 
mod  dilfant  diflike  for  you  ;  and,  fo  fay¬ 
ing,  we  withdrew  and  went  into  the  houfe, 
where  my  fider  gave  fome  diredfions,  for 
die  was  my  lady’s  fubditute,  relating  to 
dinner,  and  other  matters,  and  mean  time 

the 
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the  following  dialogue,  as  near  as  I  can 

remember,  from  my  mother’s  relation,  en- 
fued. 

B ERT RAM. - after  a  long  paufe— 

My  dear  lord,  I  believe  you  are  the  hap- 
pieft  nobleman  in  England — what  charming 
daughters  !— But  the  eldeft  !— What  a  trea- 
fure  !  What  an  air  ! — a  voice  !— — -Oh  !  my 
lord,  how  cruel  you  are  to  deny  the  world 
the  pleafure  of  admiring  them. 

Lord-  .  Why  lord  Bertram,  I  willnot 
be  lo  foohfhly  modeft,  as  to  lay,  that  I  have 
not  the  higheft  opinion  of  my  children !  The 
girls  are  all  that  I  could  wifh  them,  and  my 
maxims  teach  me,  to  deny  them  the  idle 
and  vain  admiration  of  the  multitude  of 
fops  and  cox-combs  ;  for  your  lordfhip  well 
knows  the  Beau  monde  is  compos’d  of  little 
elfe,  in  order  to  prepare  them  for  preferving 
the  conftant  love  and  admiration  of  the 

worthy  hufbands,  I  hope  fortune  will  throw 
in  their  way. 

B E RT RAM.  Noble,  generous  fenti- 
ments,  indeed !  How  happy  the  youth,  allied 
to  fo  much  prudence  and  virtue  !  Were  all 
parents  of  your  mind,  we  might  exped  the 
future  generation  would  be  a  happy  race., 
the  offspring  of  love  and  wifdom.  But  * 
give  me  leave,  my  lady,  toafk  you  one  feri- 

Vo L.  II.  C 
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ous  queilion.  Is  mifs  Clarijfa  promis’d  $$ 
engag’d  to  any  one  ? 

•Lady - .  No,  my  lord,  5tis*  time 

enough  for  us  to  think  of  thofe  matters  ; 
fhe  is - 

BERTRAM.  More  than  fifteen  I  pre- 
fume,*  my  lady,  and  give  me  leave  to 
imagine,  after  that  age,  a  woman  is  marri¬ 
ageable  ;  and  (lie  is  better  brought  into 
inch  habits  and  maxims,  her  hufband 
chufes,  than  if  older;  for  I  think  it  is  ne~ 
ceffary  an  hufband  fhould  fmifh,  if  I  may 
fay  fo,  his  wife’s  virtues ! — Oh  !  the  de¬ 
lightful  talk  !  To  mingle  pleafure  with  in- 
ftru&ion. 

Lord- - .  Why,  my  lord,  you 

fpeak  my  fentiments — that  lady  was  about 
leventeen  when  I  wedded  her — and  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  laid  the  foundation  of  more  love 
than  if  file  had  been  above  twenty.  The 
reflection  upon  the  virgin  fweetnefs  of  that 
early  beauty,  we  ador’d,  prepares  us  to 
jog  on  thro’  more  advanc’d  life,  with  add¬ 
ed  comfort,  when  we  can  fay  to  ourfelves 
• — not  one  bloom  upon  that  beautious 
flow.er,  but  was  mine  !  However,  I  am  in 
no  hurry  to  part  with  my  wood  nymphs, 
and  if  I  can’t  enfure  riches  to  them  in  mar¬ 
riage — I  am  refolv’d,  as  far  as  depends  up¬ 
on  me,  to  make  them  thoroughly  happy. 
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I  muft  have  full  experience  of  the  good 
fenfe,  good  nature  and  difcretion  of  the 
man- who  is  propos’d,  or  propofes  himfelf 
to  me,  before  I  give  my  confent  to  the 
union  ;  and,  I  hope,  their  education  has 
given  them  fufficient  difcernment  to  aid 
my  purpofes.  And  I’m  fure  my  wife  is  of 
my  fentiments. 

L.4DY - .  Entirely,  my  lord:  I  muft 

own  after  the  care  and  pains  we  have  bellow¬ 
ed  on  them,  the  anxiety  and  follicitude  they 
always  engage  in  usfor  their  welfare — to  have 
them  miferable  in  wedlock  would  cut  me  to 
the  heart — Indeed  their  tempers  are  of  fuch 
a  call  that  it  muft  be  a  very  brute  that 
could  injure  fo  much  gentlenefs  and  foftnefs  ! 

BERTRAM.  My  lord!  Madam!' — (in 
an  unaffur’d  manner) — 1  fear — I  fed  with¬ 
in  myfelf — that  I  lhould  abufe  your  friend- 
lhip,  if  I  lhould  ftay  under  your  roof  any 
longer,  without  acquainting  you  with  the 
motions  of  my  mind — I  was  ever  above 
difguife — never,  indeed,  I  hope,  perfued 
any  thing  difhonourable — fo  never  requir’d 
it. — At  firft  fight  of  the  charming  Clarijfa , 

I  felt  thofe  emotions  in  my  breaft  to  which 
I  have  ever  before  been  a  ftranger — I  fhall 
not  be  able  to  refill  telling  her  fo — if  my 
courage  will  permit  me  ! — Lovely,  charm¬ 
ing  maid ! — How  happy  would  my  life  be 

C  2  — fpent 
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— fpent  in  the  fociety  of  fo  much  excel¬ 
lence  !  To  hang  o'er  her  with  cordial  looks 
enamour  d.  My  fentiments  of  the  nuptial 
ltate  are  high  and  delicate.— ’Tis  not  a- 
mongft  the  people  of  fafhion— at  court— 
tnat  I  can  look  for  felicity — ’tis  in  the 
haunts  of  wifdom— ’tis  here— where  the 
prudence,  the  virtues  of  the  parents  are 

diiplay  d  in  their  lovely  offspring  ! _ Oh  ! 

my  dear  friends,  I  fear  I  have  faid  too 
mucn  but  if  unfhaken  truth — if  honour, 
*  untainted  foui — that  difdains  the  vices 
or  the  age — that  was  never  corrupted  with 
venal  thought  or  fordid  idea,  can  recom¬ 
mend  me  to  your  favour— I  fhall  be  hap¬ 
py  !  On  my  knees,  I  beg  you — here  he 
tiling  him  lei  f  in  that  pofture  before  ’em — 
to  permit  me  to  effay  to  win  the  heart,  and 
mind  of  your  lovely  daughter. 

Lady  .  (trembling,  and  looking 

earneftly  at  my  father)  pray,  my  lord,  rife— 
what  can  we  lay  to  you  ? — I  have  heard  you 
are  already  engag’d- — your  fortune  and 
fplendid  expectations,  all  combine  to  render 
fuch  a  conlent  impoffible. 

BERTRAM.  Engag’d,  my  lady! — 
can  the  fordid  views  of  my  father — can  his 
having  plan’d  a  detefted  match  for  me,  be 
call  d  my  engagement. — ’Tis  from  that  I 
am  flying — happy  in  calling  at  this  feat, 

that 
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that  my  heart  has  difcover’da  trealure  which, 
with  your  licence,  will  render  fo  odious  a 
project  abortive. — I  honour  my  father — but 
is  my  duty  to  him — to  curfe  me  with  per¬ 
petual  wretched nefs  ?  No.— Let  him  be  pro¬ 
vident — Let  me  be  happy  ! 

Lord^ - (recovering  from  a  deep 

ftudy) — My  lord,  I  have  a  great  attention 
for  your  perfon — an  honour  for  your  virtues 

I  have  indeed  heard  of  your  deftination  to 
jadv  •  buf  |  have  alfo  heard  of  yTour 

avemon  to  the  match.  IVly  bofom  glows  at 
the  thought  of  your  alliance- — my  poor  girl 
would  be  perfectly  happy— I  am  fenfible ;  but 
examine  your  bread  thoroughly — is  not  this 
a  fudden  dart  of  paffion,  at  the  fight  of  a 
new  objedt  will  my  Clarijfa ,  without  a 
fhining  fortune,  — —  with  only  her  native 
charms  and  graces,  and  her  amiable  ac¬ 
quirements,  be  able  for  ever  to  reign  midrefs 
of  your  affeftions  ?  If  you  think  fhe  will 
— you  ^  Shall  not  want  my  confent,  provid¬ 
ed  her  s  is  gain  d.  *  You  lee  I  anfwer  you 
with  the  fame  generous  freedom  you  have 
ufed.— You  are  welcome  to  day  here  your 
own  time  try  to  melt  her  in  your  favour. 
—I  cannot  iufpedt  any  thing  dishonourable 
from  a  young  nobleman  of  your  way  of 
thinking,  J 


At 
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At  this  concluflon,  which  alfo  fpok-e 
my  mother’s  fentiments,  Bertram ,  once 
more  flung  himfelf  on  his  knees  before 
them,  kifs’d  and  prefs’d  my  mother’s  hand, 
embrac’d  my  father,  and  faid  all' that  the 
warmeft  gratitude  could  dictate,  and  they 
return’d  to  us,  with  a  fatisfaftion  in  all 
their  looks,  that  furpriz’d  me  and  my  After, 
and  we  fpent  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  a 
manner  to  be  envy’d.  Artlefs,  as  I  then 
was,  I  thought  there  was  fomewhat  very 
particular  in  the  glances  Bertram ,  every 
now  and  then,  dole  at  Clarijja  ;  who,  by 
the  way,  had  been  very  profufe,  to  me, 
when  we  wrere  alone,  in  her  encomiums 
on  the  young  nobleman’s  perfon  and  ad- 
drefs.  This,  I  remember,  I  thought,  fome¬ 
what  extraordinary  *,  for  Clarijja  was  very 
referv’d,  feldom  declar'd  her  fentiments  of 
any  body  without  reludtance,  and  was  as 
cold  as  a  veftal.  The  next  day,  my  mo¬ 
ther  gave  me  a  hint  to  leave  them  together 
as  much  as  poflible,  and  it  was  viflble  that 
the  flames  were  more  and  more  kindled  in 
Bertram’s  bread,  who  could  fcarce  ever 
keep  his  eyes  from  being  fondly  fix’d  on 
her  face,  with  fuch  an  air  of  fadnefs,  as 
betokened  the  fmall  progrefs  he  had  made 
in  her  heart.  But  all  this  was  only  a  copy 
of  her  countenance  j  referve,  as  I  obferv’d, 

was 
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was  natural  to  her;  but  to  me,  in  private, 
fhe  could  not  help  fpeaking  in  fuch  terms 
of  Bertram ,  as  made  me  fmilingly  tell  her, 
that  he  had  found  the  way  to  thaw  the  ice 
of  her  conftitution ;  for  which  (he  gave 
me  a  gentle  tap  in  the  face,  and  call’d  me  a 
faucy  malapert  baggage.  However,  an  * 
accident  foon  brought  her  to  betray  her  af¬ 
fection.  My  father,  who  ftudied  every 
way  to  make  the  abode  of  his  guefl  agree¬ 
able,  form’d  frequent  parties  of  plea- 
fure,  hunted,  courfed,  and  allur’d  the  fcalv 
fry  to  our  nets  :  Every  day  was  a  day 
of  feftivity,  and  the  young  lord  had  fo 
gain’d  his  and  my  lady’s  affeftions,  that 
they  already  tendered  him  as  a  fon.  One 
day,  when  we  were  taking  an  airing  over 
the  downs,  in  our  neighbourhood,  and 
Bertram ,  to  fhew  his  addrefs  before  his 
miftrefs  was  curveting  by  the  fide  of  our 
chariot,  on  a  young  horfe,  which  he  had 
undertaken  to  break  for  my  father,  the 
bells  of  fome  pack-horfes,  at  a  diftance, 
with  their  jingling  frighted  his  fteed,  and, 
notwithftanding  his  expertnefs  as  a  rider, 
after  flinging  himfelf  about  in  a  furious 
manner,  foaming  and  curvelting,  to  our 
great  affright  he  rear’d  an  end,  and,  falling 
backward,  fell  upon  him,  and  there  lay 
plunging  in  a  dreadful  manner  for  lome 

C  4  moments, 
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moments,  whilft  my  mother,  fitter  and  1, 
rended  the  air  with  our  cries,  and  my  father 
anc  f  servants,  ran  to  his  affiflance  with¬ 
out  any  hopes  of  finding  him  alive.  As 
providence  would  have  it  he  was  not  dead, 
.  he  could  not  fpeak  ;  but  opened  his  eyes 
in  a  languifhing  way,  as  feeming  to  implore 
help  and  fuccour.  We  got  out  of  the 
chariot,  into  which  he  was  put,  and  my 
ather  fupported  him  in  his  arms,  the  tears 
running  down  his  cheeks,  and,  as  we  were 
not  above  a  mile  from  home,  we  walked 
by  the  fide  of  it  all  the  way ;  tho’  Clarijfa  and 
all  of  us  could  not  refrain  from  weeping  as 
we  went.  As  loon  as  we  came  home  he 
was  put  to  bed,  and  a  furgeon  being  fent 
for,  that  us’d  to  attend  our  family,*  after 
dreffing  his  patient,  he  came  into  the  room 
where  we  were  fitting,  and,  Clarijfa,  with 
a  remarkable  eagernefs,  afking  what  he 
thought  of  his  hurts ;  the  poor  man,  who 
fufp^cled  nothing  more  than  common  in 
her  enquiry,  told  her,  they  were  io  very 
dangerous  that  he  fear’d  he  would  not  fur- 
vive  them.  Upon  hearing  this  fentence,  the 
poor  Clarijfa ,  tho’  my  father  and  mother 
Acie  pi  dent,  cry  d  out,  Gracious  heaven! 
and  fell  from  her  feat  in  a  fwoon.  We  all 
hew  to  her  afliflance,  trembling,  and  fhe 
was  a  longtime  before  fhe  came  to  herfelf, 

and. 
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and,  then  was  in  fuch  a  pitiouscondition,  that 
the  furgeon  ordered  her  to  be  put  to  bed, 
and  prefcrib’d  her  fome  compofing  draughts 
for  her  recovery.  Some  hours  after  two 
eminent  phyficians  and  furgeons,  whom  my 
father  had  fent  for,  by  exprefs,  alighted, 
and  went  to  vifit  lord  Bertram ,  who  had 
yet  given  fmall  figns  of  recovered  fenfe ;  and 
by  this  time  my  fitter  alfo  was  in  an  high 
fever,  occafioned  by  the  perturbations  of 
her  mind  ;  fo  that,  in  this  little  fpace,  our 
family,  from  aftate  of  joy  and  felicity,  were 
torn  by  grief  and  apprehenfion.  My  father  and 
mother  were,  alternately,  bath’d  in  tears  at 
their  bed-fide,  and,  young  as  I  was,  I  ne¬ 
ver  felt  more  forrow  in  my  life,  but,  my 
dear  Ranger ,  fince  I  firft  knew  you.  The 
refult  of  the  confultation  of  thefe  fages 
was,  that  if  they  could  ward  olf  a  fever, 
his  life,  might  be  fav’d  *  but  they  were 
more  doubtful  about  my  fitter,  as  they  laid 
her  fpirits  were  feiz’d  by  the  dilorder. 
5Twas  a  week,  before  their  prognoftication 
in  regard  to  Bertram  was  fulfill’d,  when  the 
remedies  apply’d,  internally  and  external¬ 
ly,  had  had  fuch  an  effedt,  that  he  was 
perfectly  reftor’d  to  his  fenfes  and  voice,  and 
with  his  firft  returning  accents  afk’d  for  his 
dear  Clarijfa .  Clarijfa  was  indeed  in  the 
moft  extreme  danger  •,  but  we  dared  not 

C  5  tell 
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tell  him  fo,  for  fear  of  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  that  might  follow  his  emotions 
upon  fuch  an  occafion.  My  father,  who 
ivas  by,  only  faid,  your  Clarijfa ,  my  dear 
child,  is  ill,  but  not  dangeroufly,  this  mis¬ 
fortune  has  greatly  affefted  her  ;  but  en¬ 
deavour  to  recover,  keep  your  mind  eafy, 
and  your  appearance  in  her  chamber  will 
loon  reftore  her  to  herfelf :  For,  now,  it 
was  apparent,  that  fhe  had  a  violent  affec¬ 
tion  for  him,  as  in  the  deliriums  fhe  had, 
fhe  rav  d  inceffantly  upon  his  name,  with 
an  accent  of  tendernefs,  that  mov’d  every 
Oi,e  about  her.  Poor  Bertram,  notwith- 
ftanding  what  my  father  had  faid,  fainted 
upon  thefe  tidings  ;  but,  when  he  came  to 
.himfelf,  that  nobleman  reafoned  with  him 
fo  forceably,  that  he  became  calm,  and 
ufing  all  his  efforts,  in  three  days  more 
was  able  to  leave  his  bed,  and  infilled,  with 
an  earneftnefs  not  to  be  deny’d,  to  fee  his 
angel,  his  dear  luffering  ClariJJ'a.  ClariJJa 
.had  had  a  favourable  crifis,  and  was  fenfi- 
biy  altered  for  the  better,  and  my  lord  and 
lady  led  him,  between  them,  to  her  bed- 
iidc ,  where  1  was  fitting;  he,  all  the  way, 
expreffing  his  love  and  gratitude  to  thofe 
dear  perfons,  and  blefiing  them  every  ftep 
he  took.  As  foon  as  he  came  to  her  bed- 
fioe,  and  beheld  that  well  remembered  face 

all 
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all  wan  and  pale,  and  thole  enlivening  eyes 
lunk  in  their  fockets,  he  juft  pronounc’d 
her  name  with  a  deep  figh,  and  fell  fenfe- 
lefs  by  her  fide.  This  was  what  was  ap¬ 
prehended,  and  put  us  into  an  inconceivable 
confternation.  The  lovely  Clarijfa ,  at  this 
alarming  occurrence,  rais’d  herlclf  up  with 
all  her  force,  and  immediately  fainted,  her 
face  falling  diredtly  upon  his  bofom.  My 
father  and  mother  exclaim’d — Oh !  my 
dear  children  !  and  were  fcacre  able  to  fup- 
port  themfelves,  whilft  I  redoubled  my 
tears,  and  made  the  chamber  echo  with 
my  cries.  All  means  were  us’d  to  bring 
them  to  themfelves,  and  Bertram  was  the 
firft  that  reviv’d,  and  clafping  his  beau¬ 
ty  in  his  arms,  uttered  fuch  melting  com¬ 
plaints,  that  he  foon  brought  her  to  her 
fenfes;  a  crimfon  blufh  overfpreading  her 
cheeks,  when  fhe  reflected  upon  the  attitude 
flie  was  in.  Bertram ,  who  was  now  in^ 
capable  of  any  difguife,  rav’d  with  fuch 
paffionate  exclamations,  of  love  and  affec¬ 
tion,  as  would  have  mov’d  hearts  of  ftone, 
and  cry’d,  ah!  my  Clarijfa!  my  dear,  dear 
wife!  ftrive  to  live,  that  I  may  repay  thee 
for  all  thy  goodnefs,  all  thefe  inftances  of 
thy  affedtion  !  Happy  Bertram  !  happy  ac¬ 
cident!  that  tells  me  my  Qarijfa  loves! 
Once  more  he  clafp’d  her 'round  the  neck, 

and 
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and  embrac’d  her  with  more  ftrength  then 
ie  could  be  imagin  d  mafter  of ;  nor  could 
all  our  intreaties  move  him  from  her  cham¬ 
ber,  till  Hie  tenderly  laid  her  abfolute 
commands  upon  him  to  retire.  In  fhort, 
this  mournful  fcene  had  fuch  faiutary  ef¬ 
fects  ;  upon  them,  Bertram  now  convinc’d 
he  was  belov  d,  that  they  both  recovered 
furprizingly ;  and  in  three  days  more  Clarijfa 
e*£  bcr  bed,  and  they  were  able  to  fit  and 
converfe  together,  which  reftor’d  my  pa¬ 
rents  and  our  whole  family  to  a  ftate  of  the 
moft  complete  felicity.  And  now,  without 
re  five,  Clarijfa  confefs’d  the  impreflion  Ber¬ 
tram  had  made  in  her  heart,  and  that  young 
nobleman,  grew,  every  day,  more  and 
p.joie  enamoured  of  her,  and  at  length, 
(for  he^could  do  any  thing  with  my  father,) 
procur’d  his  confent  to  their  union.  My 
father  was  very  fenfible  of  the  refpedt  that 
ougnt  to  be  paid  to  a  parent ;  but  as  he 

knew  the  earl  of  - -  to  be  a  bad  man, 

m  every  refpedt,  and  particularly  to  have  a 
great  antipathy  again  ft  him  ;  tho’  for  no 
other  caufe  than  that  he  was  not  venal,  nor 
would  aid  the  purpofes  of  corruption,  he 
was  fenfible  to  have  food  upon  that  punc¬ 
tilio  would  have  rendered  the  youne  counle 
in  Come  rrfpefc,  unhappy/ for B,  time.’ 
Again,  our  family  was  as  ancient  and  no¬ 
ble 


0/DAVID  RANGER.  37 

ble  as  his  own,  and  to  convince  him  that 
he  had  no  defign  in  allowing  of  this  union, 
he  at  once  gave  a  proof  of  his  great  gene- 
rofity,  and  of  his  love  to  Bertram  and  my 
fifter,  by  fettling  the  reverfion  of  an  eftate 
of  2000/.  per  Annum ,  which  was  not  en¬ 
tail’d,  upon  them,  after  his  death,  and  this 
he  did  with  the  confent  of  my  uncle  Sir 

James - ,  who,  on  failure  of  iflfue  male, 

had  a  claim  upon  the  title  and  family  eftate. 
This  good  uncle  was  not  content  with  dis¬ 
playing  thus  his  love  to  our  family  *,  he 
vifited  us,  and  made  a  prefent  to  Clariffa  of 
athoufand  pounds,  to  buy  jewels  with,  and 
promis’d  a  thoufand  more  upon  the  birth  of 
every  child,  fo  much  he  was  pleas’d  with 
the  alliance.  The  ceremony  was  perform¬ 
ed  by  my  father’s  domeftick  chaplain,  in 
our  own  chapel,  tho’  very  privately, 
none  but  my  uncle  and  the  family  being 
prefent,  and,  for  many  days  we  rejoiced 
over  the  felicitous  union.  Bertram  and 
ClariJJa ,  feem’d  form’;!  for  each  other,  their 
fouls  were  paired,  and  their  tempers  and 
difpofitions  were  quite  Similar,  fo  that  mu¬ 
tual  happinefs,  thro’  their  lives,  could  not 
fail  to  be  the  refult  of  fuch  a  match.  But 
they  were  not  to  feel  all  the  joys  of  this 
alliance,  with  each  others  virtues,  without 
alloy.  The  wily  earl,  not  having  heard 

from 
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from  his  fon  (ince  his  departure,  had  pri, 
ateiy  lent  to  Scarborough,  and  not  finding 
Dim  there  made  fuch  find  inquifition,  that 
at  ength  lie  leceived  intelligence  of  his  be- 
in_,  at  ■  Hall ,  and  did  not  doubt,  as- 

he  knew  my  filter  was  marriageable,  that 
home  foft  attachment  had  engag’d  him  thus 
to  conceal  himfelf.  Still  he  took  no  no¬ 
tice  oi  him  ;  but  privately  fent  an  agent 
to  my  father,  with  a  great  many  fawnino- 
complements,  and  an  offer  of  a  golden  key° 
if  he  would  repair  with  his  family  to  town’ 
telling  him,  that  he.always  regretted  the  re¬ 
treat  of  io  able  a  nobleman  from  publick 
bufinels  and,  at  the  fame  time  hinted, 
that  he  had  a  very  advantageous  match  to. 
propofe  to  him  for  his  eideft  daughter, 
i  he  bearer  of  this  mefiage,  was  the  fa¬ 
mous  Sir  William  - — ,  his  creature 

who  was  matter  of  all  the  cunning  necef- 
iary  to  §ain  an  infight  into  every  thing  he 
wanted  to  know  ;  but  he  had  no  occafion 
to  make  ufe  of  art.  Bertram  and  my  father 
weie  together,  and  playing  at  back-gam- 
nion  when  he  enter’d  the  apartment,  and, 
conceiving  his  bufinefs,  were  refolv’d  to 
ufe  no  difguife.  He  feem’d  uirpriz’d  and 
overjoy  kl  at  feeing  the  young  lord,  faying,, 
oince  he  found  his  lordlhip  in  fuch  com¬ 
pany,  he  did  not  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of 

his ' 
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his  commifiion.  Accordingly,  he  with¬ 
drew  with  my  father  into  another  room* 
and  made  known  his  melTage  ;  but  that 
nobleman  fent  his  complements  to  the  ear!,, 
with  advice,  that  his  refolution  was  fix’d,, 
not  to  appear  at  court,  or  trouble  himfelf 
at  all  with  the  miniftry;  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  baronet  could  fay,  remain’d 
inflexible.  With  regard  to  his  daughter,  he 
return’d  him  thanks  for  his  kind  notice  of 
her;  but  inform’d  Sir  William,  that  fhe  was 
already  difpofed  of,  according  to  his  lik¬ 
ing,  having,  ten  days  before,  been  married 
to  lord  Bertram ,  whole  alliance,  with  his  fa¬ 
mily,  confidering  the  honour  and  favour  he- 
intended  him,  could  not,, he  hop’d,  be  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  the  earl.  Sir  William  was* 
ftruck  all  an  heap  at  thefe  tidings,  which- 
neither  his  matter  nor  himfelf  could  have- 
divined,  and  would  no  doubt  have  ventur’d 
to  expoftulate  with  his  lordttiip  upon  it;-, 
but  that  he  knew  his  temper,  which  ad¬ 
mitted  of  no  familiar  airs  from  an  inferior. 
He  return’d  then  into  the  prefence  cf  lord' 
Bertram ,  who  pleafantly  laid,  Well,  Sir 

Will,  how  does  lady  -  do  ?  See 

here,  pointing  to  my  fitter,  who  had  juft 
entered  the  room,  1  have  not  quite  fo  dis¬ 
agreeable  a  lady  as  my  father  would  have- 
impos’d  upon  me;  but  I  fhall  be  in  town 


in 
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in  a  day  or  two,  and  don’t  doubt  his  ap¬ 
probation  of  my  choice.  Clariffa  fmil’d, 
and  Sn  William,  after  very  ceremonioufly 
wifhing  joy  to  them  both,  and  my  father 
and  mother,  took  his  leave,  big  with  ad¬ 
vices  of  fuch  important  matters,  as  he 
knew  would  touch  his  principal  nearly : 
He  ,was  no  fooner  gone,  than,  by  my  fa¬ 
ther’s  advice,  my  brother  order’d  his  fer- 
vant  to  get  all  things  ready  to  repair  to 
town  next  day,  and  as  his  own  equipage 
was  arriv’d,  they  fet  out  drefs’d  and  at¬ 
tended  in  the  gayeft  manner,  in  their  cha¬ 
riot  and  fix;  my  father,  mother  and  myfelf, 
in  our  coach  and  fix,  attending  them  part 
of  the  way,  followed  by  ten  of  our  own 
fervants  in  new  liveries,  and  efcorted  by 
a  hundred  of  our  tenants,  and  then  left 
them  to  perfue  their  journey  to  London , 
where,  as  Bertram  had  only  lodgings  in 
town,  they  repaired  to  my  good  uncle’s,  who 
received  them  with  joy  and  rapture,  and 
fuch  difiindtion  as  the  illuflrioiis  pair  truly 
merited.  Here,  all  the  friends  of  both  fa¬ 
milies  paid  their  complements  to  them, 
and  it  w'as  a  perfedl  jubilee  to  my  uncle, 
who  was  charm’d  to  the  higheft  degree 
with  his  new  relation,  who  had  as  many 
friends  as  his  father  had  enemies.  The 
day  after  his  arrival  he  fent  to  defire  leave 

to 


of  DAVID  RANGER.  41 

to  wait  upon  the  earl,  accompanying  his 
requeft  with  a  mod  fenfible  letter,  in  jufti- 
fication  of  the  ftep  he  had  taken.  He  did 
not  deign  to  fee  the  bearer,  tho’  a  gentle¬ 
man  •,  but  the  next  day  lent  his  old  con¬ 
fident,  Sir  William ,  with  -  the  following 
billet. 

I  ORDER  you  not  to  approach  my  , 
gates  :  You  may  put  what  glols  you 
pleafe  upon  your  diiobedience  to  me; 
but,  I  can  fee  thro’  the  thindifguife  of  your 
hypocrify ;  a  ftudied  defign  to  affront  and 
injure  your  father.  What  the  law  obliges 
me  to  do,  in  regard  to  my  fortune,  you 
may  expeft  the  fruits  of,  but  every  thing 
elfe  you,  who  I  now  look  upon  as  a  (Grang¬ 
er  to  my  blood,  fhall  reap  no  benefit  from. 
Adieu.  I  am  fhock’d  at  the  folly  of  a  man, 
who  might  have  this  day  been  matter  of 
150,000/. 

Lord  Bertram ,  tho5  very  much  griev’d 
at  this  behaviour  of  his  father,  was  matter 
of  himfelf  fo  much,  as  to  betray  no  emo¬ 
tion  at  all  before  Sir  William,  and  only  re¬ 
turn’d  his  duty  to  his  father,  and  told  him, 
he  hop’d  time  would  infpire  him  with  o- 
ther  fentirnents.  This  was  not  all,  the  duke 

of  - ,  who  look’d  upon  himfelf  as 

aggriev’d  in  the  preference  given  to  Clarif- 

fa* 
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ja  above  his  daughter,  was  all  fire  and  tow 
and,  ln  every  company,  talk’d  of  my  bro¬ 
ther  in  language  fcarce  becoming  a  gentle- 
man.  As  he  had  an  immediate  remedy 
for  this  part  of  his  grievance,  he  foon  re- 

d  t0 i\  and  Taued  uP°n  his  8race>  and 
convinced  him,  that  he  was  not  stall  cul- 

?  ,  e,’  but  that  if  he  had  receiv’d  any  in- 

C’  ,twas,m  his  father’s  propofal  without 
confultmg  him  ;  in  fhort,  he  talk’d  fo  iudi- 
ciouny  to  that  great  man,  that  he  was  con- 
vinc  d,  and  therefore  prevented  his  having 
recourfe  to  his  fword,  which  he  went  with 
a  resolution  to  do,  if  his  arguments  had 
not  avail  d,  and  his  grace  had  not  begged 
part, on,  for  the  loofe  he  had  given  to  his 
tongue.  Meantime,  the  lovely  pair  grew 
i  onder  of  each  other,  Clarijfa  had  no 
joy  but  what  centered  in  her  Bertram ;  and 
Bertram  never  thought  a  moment  well 
Ipent  but  in  the  fociety  of  his  charming 
Uanjfa.  7  hey  had  been  receiv’d  at  court 
(notwithftanding  the  earl’s  great  fway  there) 
with  the  utmoft  goodnefs,  and  their  praifes 
dwelt  upon  every  tongue :  So  that  my 
parents  were  convinced  they  had  rendered 
my  fitter  perfedly  happy,  and  rejoyced  in 
the  providential  union;  and,  as  to  my 
part,  I  perfedly  ador’d  my  brother-in-law. 

It  mull  alfo  be  faid  to  the  honour  of  all 

the 
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the  relations  of  his  noble  family,  that  they 
differ’d  from  his  father,  and  flievv’d  the  ut- 
moft  regard  for  lady  Bertram :  Indeed,  all 
the  world  condemn  d  his  implacabi  it)^ 
and  the  motive  for  it  ;  but  they  did  not 
imagine  the  chagrin  a  wily  ftatefman  mult 
endure,  who  is  circumvented  in  a  favourite 
fcheme,  for  the  aggrandiiement  of  his  farm  ) 
who,  us’d  to  fee  every  one  elfe  crouch  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  fawn  upon  him,  had  had  his 
advice  rejected,  and  his  authority  trampled 
upon,  by  an  only  fon,  for  whofe  fake,  per¬ 
haps,  in  conjunction  with  the  iatisfaclion  of 
his  own  vanity,  he  had  been  wading  thro  the 
muddy  dreams  of  corruption,  and  preparing 
his  foul  for  the  regions  of  woe.  If  he  chanc  d 
to  cad  his  eyes  upon  Bertram,  as  they ^ came 
from  the  parliament  houfe,  he  turn’d  his 
head  away,  with  fury  in  his  eyes,  nor  would 
fuffer  his  name  to  be  mentioned  befoie  him, 
healfo  took  from  him  the  pod  he  held  un¬ 
der  his  majedy,  and  fhew’d  his  refentment 
in  the  fame  manner  to  my  uncle.  Sir  James \ 
And  yet  this  man,  even  now  lov  d  his  Ion,  if 
only  for  his  own  lake,  I  will  venture  to  affirm  *, 
at  lead  an  incident  that  foon  after  occurr  d, 
would  almod  perfuade  one  he  did.  My  bro¬ 
ther  had,  very  unwarily,  taken  into  his  fer- 
vice,a  fawning  fycophant,  who  had  pretend- 
,  edtohim,  that,  for  offering  to  fay  fbmewhat 

to* 
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Em®  Tbr!,in  !m  ,behalf’  had  oafhiered 
,f-  , 1  b  s’  he  readier  believ’d  be- 

floblernan’s,"  and  ^  Wa^  a  favourite  of  that 

bim  to  make  provifi?n  Vf*  h'^  °biige.d 
Clarifja  and  S:r  ‘y  *  r  oim,  and  his 

fcncm  enr  ?  ^  Were  of  the  fame 
ilr  >?  ’  See  hovv  arrlefs  tempers  are 

mPos  d  l>pon !  For  had  they  orafl-kM 
little  necellary  fufnirinn  ,  y  P  actis  d  a 
fprvanc  #v.  '  i  u  P'tl0n>  and  indeed  anv 

been  L'Ti','u,“bul-'"1  have 

a  bofoni  *  ’  [l'>'  had  never  entertain’d 

br„nf°™  '"'"V'  as  ‘1*  prov’d  to  be.  My 
1°  ";  ha1d  even  taken  fuch  a  liki„„  i' 

perfUidy;sdtc0of:n,'pabrhis 

nanr/  a  A  ^  d  h,m  3,1  Poffib,e  counte- 
nance,  and  endeavour’d  to  make  up  to  him 

offerings  upon  their  account.  Jt  hap¬ 
pened,  our  family  was  in  town  upon^a 

were  th^h^r  ^  brother’  and  we 

very  affetfionately  feated^at  fupp^'with^o 

P^sns&ii  5 

tirement,  and  bed  from  crowds  and  noife 
ke  "V  parents.  The  fervant  aforemen 

2  IPd  fod’  VV,t,h,another’  at  ^ble.  Cla- 
him  a  f  L  g  ,afs  of  Wlne  and  water  to 
h,m’  and«  as  ^  brought  it  along,  cry’d 

to 
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to  our  father.  My  lord,  I  love  to  be  ferv’d 
by  this  worthy  creature,  becaufe  he  fufier’d 
for  me  ?  Bertram  bow’d  to  her,  and  reply’d. 
No,  my  dear  lady,  you  mean  becaufe  he  fuf¬ 
fer’d  for  me  :  Clarijfa  blufh’d,  whilft  Sir 
James  return’d — True,  child,  I  believe  Ihe 
regulates  all  things  by  her  affe&ion  for 
you  •,  but  Robin  is  really  a  very  deferving 
trufly  fellow.  The  man  feern’d  very  much 
confus’d  at  thefe  words,  which  we  fuppos’d 
was  occafion’d  by  the  praifes  bellow’d  up¬ 
on  him  and  his  hand  lhaking,  before  he 
came  near  enough  to  deliver  the  glafs  to 
my  filler,  he  let  it  fall  upon  the  floor: 
This  Hill  increas’d  his  difmay  ;  but  my 
filler  kindly  faid,  come,  come,  ’tis  but  an 
accident,  fetch  me  another,  and  we  all 
now  kept  on  eating  and  talking  of  other 
matters.  Robin  was  order’d  to  call  a  fervant 
to  take  away  the  broken  fragments  of  the 
glafs,  and  to  wipe  up  the  flop  it  had  made  ; 
but  the  latter  part  of  the  trouble  was  fav’d, 
for  a  fpaniel  of  my  uncle’s,  that  was  in 
the  room,  lapp  d  it  up,  and,  in  about  ten 
minutes  after,  ran  about,  howling  in  a  molt 
unufual  manner,  to  the  furprize  of  thewhole 
company,  and,  in  lefs  time  then  one  can 
tell  an  hundred,  reeled  and  fell  down  dead 
upon  the  hearth.  My  father,  who  noted 
every  thing  that  pafled,  with  more  pene¬ 
tration, 
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tration,  perhaps,  than  any  one  elfe  pre* 
fent,  and  perceiv’d  Robin  ftealing  out  of 
the  room,  rofe  fuddenly,  and,  feizing  him 
by  the  collar,  dragg’d  him  back  again  be¬ 
fore  us,  who  were  all  in  confufion,  and  yet 
had  form’d  no  judgment  upon  the  acci¬ 
dent.  But  now,  Bertram ,  fhrugging  up 
his  fhoulders,  began  to  have  the  fame 
thoughts  with  his  father,  and  rifing,  and 
drawing  his  fword,  faid,  Dear  Sir,  leave 
this  man  to  me,  your  fufpicions  I  fear,  are 
too  juft.  Villain,  he  continu’d,  pointing 
his  fword  to  his  breaft,  ungrateful  villain  ! 
Tell  me  quick,  before  I  am  work’d  up  to 
too  much  fury,  what  you  had  put  into  the 
wine  you  prefented  juft  now  to  your  lady. 
Tell  me,  without  any  evafion.  If  you  are 
fet  on  by  any  body  elfe,  which,  I  begin  to 
fufpett,  make  a  fair  confeftion,  and  I’ll  for¬ 
give  you  ?  This  he  pronounc’d,  quite 
trembling  and  (baking  with  fury  and  ap- 
prehenfion,  whilft  we  all,  wrapp’d  up  in 
filence,  waited  the  anfwer  :  But,  good  God! 
what  horror  were  we  feiz’d  with,  when,  at 
laft,  he  faulteringly  told  him,  that  he  had 
put  a  deadly  potion  into  the  glafs,  which 
was  given  him  by  the  earl  for  that  purpofe, 
who  hai  difcharg’d  and  given  him  inftruc- 
tions  to  get  into  his  family,  for  the  greater 
facility  of  executing  this  damnable  fcheme. 

2  Then, 
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^  I 

Then,  to  prove  what  he  had  affirm’d,  he 
produc’d  a  ffiort  note,  received  that  very 
morning,  which  we  all  knew  to  be  his  lord- 
fhip’s  own  hand  writing,  to  the  following 
effect. 

WHAT  do  you  make  farther  delays 
for  ?  I  will  accept  your  excufes  no 
longer :  Adminifter  what  I  gave  you,  direct¬ 
ly,  that  we  may  be  rid  of  her,  who  is  the 
bane  to  my  peace.  Take  care  you  make 
no  mi  (take — it  is  not  my  intention  that  he 
fhould  fufter.— I  am  able  to  protect  you. 

BERT  RAM,  was  quite  overcome  with 
this  difcovery  of  his  father’s  wickednefs  i 
Clarijfa  turn’d  pale  and  wept,  and  indeed 
all  prefent  were  mod  intimately  affected. 
The  fellow  went  on  thus,  feeing  no  body 
had  power  to  fpeak  befide. — I  acknow¬ 
ledge  myfelf  the  greateft  of  villains,  to 
purpofe  fo  black  a  deed  ;  but,  my  lord, 
confider  my  temptation  and  the  tempter! 
—Your  father,  capable  to  do  me  every  fer- 

vice,  and  a  thoufand  pounds  reward  • _ . 

but  your  goodnefs  and  my  lady’s  fill’d  me 
with  compunction  : — I  have  had  the  poi- 
fon,  for  this  purpofe,  ever  fince  you  took 
me  into  your  fervice, — but  could  not  find 

in  my  heart  to  adminifter  it — nor  at  laft _ 

you  have  obferv’d,  could  perform  the  hel- 

Jiffi 
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lilh  talk  — I  look  upon  myfeif,  as  a  wretch 
unfit  to  live  ;  but  if  you  fpare  my  life,  the 
refidue  of  my  days  fhall  be  fpent  in  prayers 
tor  your  welfare.  So  frankaconfeffion  of  his 
guilt,  and  a  profeflion  of  repentance,  that  ap¬ 
pear  d  fo  finceie,  prevail’d  on  my  filter  to 
intercede  for  him  •,  which  lhe  did  to  fo 
much  purpofe,  that  he  was  buffered  to  leave 
the  houle  without  left  or  moleftation,  and 
when  he  was  gone,  Clarijfa,  laying  her 
hand  upon  Bertram's,  faid,  fmiling,  My 
dear,  you  perceive  your  father  was  going 
to  do  you  a  piece  of  fervice ;  to  help  you 
to  a  new  wife  ;  but  I  hope  you  are  not 
tired  of  your  old  one  yet?  He  folded  her 
in  his  arms,  and,  tenderly  embracing  her, 
ieply  d,  My  dear  life,  you  know  it  is  im- 
poffible  1  fhould  fupport  exiftence,  if  I 
Ihould  ever  iole  yrou  ;  the  very  apprehen- 
fion  of  what  might  have  happened,  had 
not  providence  interpofed,  will  not  permit 
me  to  jeturn  you  a  chearful  anfwer.  Un- 
natural  father !  Enemy  to  innocence  and 
virtue  ! —  My  father  and  uncle,  and  all  of  us 
agreed  to  be  veiy  circumfpedt  with  regard 
to  a  man  who  could  carry  his  animofity°and 
revenge  to  fuch  cruel  lengths ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  relolv  J,  at  the  Inftance  of  Ber¬ 
tram  and  his  lady,  to  keep  the  whole  matter 
an  impenetrable  fecret. 


My 
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My  brother-in-law  and  filter,  however, 
e  ore  the  next  day,  had  agreed  upon  a 
prpjed,  which  they  refolv’d  to  put  in  exe- 

emI0n’Jmmediate,y-  And  n,y  brother 

ri?fr d  W  Wlth  more  Plealfure;  becaufe 
the  fcheme  was  my  filter's.  In  fhort,  it 

vvas  agieed  Ihe  Ihould  wait  upon  him,  and 
endeavour  to  foothe  him  to  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  inforcing  it  by  laying  before  him 
the  enormity  of  his  late  attempt.  Her 
admittance  was  the  eafier  to  be  obtain’d,  as 
the  earl  had  never  fee n  her  face  to  face, 
tho  he  might  have  beheld  her  at  a  dif- 
ance,  and  as  in  oft  of  the  fervants  were  in 
e  intereft  of,  and  had  an  affedtion  for, 
d'l,f0n,  thfr,fm ure  lord.  Bertram,  in- 

bfn  euPufs  d  a  very  tender  concern,  left 
be  Ihould  be  tempted  to  ufe  her  with  ill- 

manners  or  indecency  ;  but  nothing  could 

pieva.l  upon  her  to  relinquilh  her  vifit. 

ius,  re  ying  on  the  native  eloquence  of 

her  fpeech,  and  the  graces  of  her  perfom 

elighted  with  the  hopes  of  carrying 

*>  important  a  point,  ihe  fet  out,  in  m? 

nncle  s  coach,  draft’d  in  ,|,e  moll  gay  anJ 

S  7"”"  ■  -ho'  her  defign  IJkept 
perledtly  fecret  from  Sir  James ,  and  niy 

a  minrfn1  Bertram  bad  fent  for 

before 

Vn  ’  n  h°’  as  he  had  Promis’d,  intro- 
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duced  her  into  that  nobleman’s  prefence, 
who  was  then  writing  in  nisclofet,  and  had 
iuft  recovered  from  a  fit  of  the  gout.  He 
got  up,  with  fome  furprize,  at  the  entrance 
of  a  vifiter,  who  at  firft  fight  commanded 
his  liking,  and,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
call  his  eyes,  with  fury  at  her  introducer, 
for  not  giving  him  notice  who  fire  was,  he 
hobbled  up  to  her,  and  received  her  with 
great  refpedt  and  complaifance,  and  drew 
a  chair  near  to  his  own,  for  her  to  repofe 
herfelf  in,  the  fervant  withdrawing  mean¬ 
while.  After  a  lilence  of  fome  moments, 
he  faid.  Madam,  I  have  not  the  honour  to 
know  you,  pray  what  are  your  commands  ? 
My  bufinefs  here,  my  lord,fhe  reply ’d,  is  of  a 
very  interefting  nature, and  will  require  your 
fix’d  attention.  I  am,  my  lord,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  a  gentleman  of  a  confiderable  elfate, 
who  has  fome  ports  under  the  government, 
and  is  well  known  to  you.  My  lather  has 
taken  a  barbarous  refolution  to  marry  me 
to  a  man  I  can  never  love,  and  is  going  to 
force  me  from  the  mort  amiable  youth 
breathing.  I  have  in  vain  remonftrated  to 
him,  and  have  fuffered  greatly  in  oppofing 
this  unhappy  match.  As  my  laft  retreat  I 
fly  to  you,  my  lord,  befeeching  you  to  in- 
terpofe  your  good  offices  in  my  favour ; 

your  wifdom  and  goodnefs  will  fuppiy  you 

with 
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with  cogent  reafons  to  perfuade  my  father 
againft  thus  punifhmg  me,  and  making  me 
tor  ever  miferable.  Sure,  my  dear  young 
lady,  the  earl  return’d,  they  mutt  be  per- 
fons  of  very  favage  difpoficions  who  give 
you  any  pain  or  uneaunefs.  Betides,  why 
ihould  a  parent  exert  an  authority  over  the 
minds  of  his  children  ;  fure  they  fhould  be 
left  free,  and  at  their  own  difpofai ;  as  we 
cannot  eale  them  afterwards  of  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  our  feverity  may  occafion  them.  I 
will  undertake  to  fpeak  and  reafon  with 
your  father  in  your  behalf:  All  that  fee 
your  perfections  mult  admire  you  and  com- 
paffionate  your  unhappinefs.  Pray,  mifs, 
what  is  your  father’s  name?  She  could 
Icarce  keep  hes»  countenance,  at  this  fine 
harangue,  wherein  he  fo  floridly  confuted 
his  own  behaviour,  and  waving  the  quelti- 
on,  rejoin  d,  My  lord,  I  have  not  impart¬ 
ed  to  you  the  whole  ftory  of  my  unhappi¬ 
nefs;  the  father  of  the  youth,  whom  my 
heart  has  elected  for  an  hulband,  is  as  in¬ 
veterate  againft  the  match  as  my  own  pa¬ 
rent,  and,  to  prevent  it,  has  even  made  an 
attempt  upon  my  file.  If  I  examine  my 
own  breaft  ;  I  know  myfelf  form’d  to  con- 

t  mite  the  happinefs  of  a  man  of  fenfe  and 

humanity,  whom,  if  I  lov’d,  I  fhould  ftudy 
by  every  word  and  aftion  to  oblige,  and  am 
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lure  I  fhould  carry  it  with  the  utmoff  re- 
fpedl  and  reverence  to  his  relations  ;  but 
the  cruelty  of  my  fate  feems  to  deny  me 
that  fatisfadfion.  Don’t  you  think,  my 
lord,  my  cafe  is  extremely  hard  ?  My  dear 
lady,  the  earl  reply’d,  -the  father  of  your 
intended  fpoufe  is,  methinks,  the  mod 
culpable  in  this  whole  affair  ;  for  I  am  cer¬ 
tain  he  could  never  behold  a  fair  partner 
for  his  fon,  adorn’d  with  fo  much  grace 
and  fweetnefs  as  I  behold  in  you. — You  are 
form’d,  madam,  to  captivate  all  you  come 
near,  and  you  have  made  fuch  an  impreflion 
upon  me,  that  I’ll  employ  all  my  arguments, 
and  all  my  intereft  to  ferve  you.  Pray,  lady, 
once  more,  let  me  know  your  name?  To 
have  mov’d  you,  in  my  favour,  my  lord, 
fhe  continued  is  an  inexpreffible  happinefs  ; 
lam  fure  if  you  undertake  to  plead  for  me, 
it  muff  have  all  the  effedt  my  foul  can  de¬ 
fire;  but,  Sir,  confider,  make  the  experi¬ 
ment  upon  yourfelf,  were  you  in  our  fa¬ 
ther’s  fituation,  would  you  kindly  take  me 
to  your  arms,  and  my  worthy  hufband,  if, 
prompted  by  our  loves,  we  had  entered  into 
the  ifate  of  wedlock  privately,  and  with¬ 
out  your  knowledge,  and  if,  on  infpedtion, 
j  fhould  be  found  not  fo  brilliant  a  fortune 
as  was,  at  firft  imagined  ?  I  fhall  anfwer, 
you,  mil's,  rejoin’d  the  earl,  without  hefi- 

tation, 
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ration,  that,  however  difappointed  I  might 
be,  however  angry  with  my  fon  for  his  dis¬ 
obedience,  I  could  not  be  difpleas’d  with 
thee  : —  Thou  art  a  fortune  for  a  prince,  in 
thy  own  mind  and  perfon ;  here  he  figh’d. 
Would  to  God,  Sir,  returns  Clarijfa ,  my 
father-in-law  thought  fo ;  but,  as  my  houfe 
is  as  ancient  and  illudrious  as  his  own,  as 
1  do  not  come  to  his  fon’s  arms  like  a  beg¬ 
gar  ;  as  he  finds,  he  has,  in  the  pofeffion 
of  me,  all  that  can  form  his  happinefs  ;  as 
my  virgin  fame  was  unfullied,  and  pru- 
dence-has  ever  directed  all  my  words  and 
adions;  as,  I  truft  in  providence,  that  his 
grand-children  will  be  the  worthy  heirs, 
by  due  care,  of  his  titles  and  fortunes  ;  I 
really  hope,  my  lord,  that  your  kind  offices 
will  bring  him  to  reafon  Undeferv’d  un- 
happinefs,  fits  very  heavy  upon  the  mind. 
At  this  conclufion  the  tears  darted  in  her 
eyes,  which  ffie  drove  to  hide  with  her 
handkerchief,  and  fo  wonderfully  affcded 
his  lordffiip,  that,  taking  her  hand  in  his, 
he  cry  d.  My  dear  child,  you  quite  dif- 
compofe  me  with  your  forrow — would  to 
God  my  fon  had  made  fo  good,  fo  wife  a 
choice— were  I  thy  father-in-law,  with 
what  rapture  flrould  I  fold  thee  to  my  bo- 
fom  !  Thou  lovely  excellence! 

Da 
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This  was  the  lucky  moment,  the  ami¬ 
able  daughter  waited  for,  and,  flinging 
herfelf  on  her  knees  before  him,  in  a  fud- 
den  and  diforder’d  manner,  fhe  cry’d,  (the 
tears  flowing  down  her  fair  cheeks,)  Then, 
my  lord,  behold  in  me  your  daughter, 
and  do  not  deviate  from  your  late  kind 
expreflions !  Pardon  that  fon,  for  loving 
what  you  think  fo  worthy  to  be  lov’d,  and 
reftore  us  to  happinefs,  Oh  !  my  lord, 
you  intended  my  death  *  but  behold,  all 
the  revenge  I  take,  is  this  innocent  endea¬ 
vour  to  move  you  in  our  favour.  Here  is 
the  fatal  mandate  (holding  out  the  note 
to  the  fervant  to  adminifter  the  deadly 
draught)  that  was  to  operate  to  my  deftruc- 
tion,  that  was  to  fentence  the  innocently 
unfortunate  Clarijfa  \  but  I  was  refolv’d  to 
fee  this  cruel  father — to  difeoverif  he  had 
fo  much  brutality  about  him,  as  I  imagin¬ 
ed:  But  heavens!  I  have  found  him  kind,  and 
gentle,  and  compaffionate  to  a  feigned  tale  ^ 
why  fhould  I  not  then  expert  him  to  lend 
a  pitying  ear  to  my  real,  fad  ftory.  My 
father  !  My  dear  father!  look  tenderly  up¬ 
on  my  diflrels!  The  whole  ftudy  ot  my 
future  life  fh all  be  gratefully  to  repay  you, 
in  ail  the  endearing  cares  of  a  daughter — 
confider  who  kneels  before  you — if  the 
daughter  of  lord  — — — ,  who,  perhaps 

vou 
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you  hate  ;  yet  the  wife,  the  ador’d,  and 
adoring  wife,  of  your  beloved,  all  ao 
complifh’d  Bertram ,  who  longs  eagerly  to 
throw  himfelf  at  your  feet  for  pardon  ! — 
She  could  no  more,  the  perturbations  of 
her  mind  were  fo  violent  ;  but  fwoon’d 
away,  in  the  arms  of  this  father,  which* 
were  juft  extended  to  raife  her  from  her 
befeeching  pofture.  Admirable  had  been 
the  effect,  ail  this  had  had  upon  him — the 
beauty — the  good  fenfe  of  the  charming 
Clarijfa  had  before  quite  captivated  him  ; 
the  fevere  monitor  fhe  had  held  in  her 
hand,  which  he  well  rememhred,  con- 
founded  him  ; — in  a  moment,  in  this  hap¬ 
py  moment,  his  heart  melted  ;  love,  efteem, 
and  every  foft  influence  fpread  itfelf  over 
his  foul,  and,  before  he  was  awa re  of  it, 
he  cry’d  out — My  Clarijfa!  my  dear  Ber¬ 
tram!  whilft  the  tears  ran  quick  from  his 
eyes.  He  hugg’d  the  infenftble  fair  in  his 
arms,  continuing,  dear,  injur’d  beauty  !  o- 
pen  thofe  lovely  eyes  once  more,  fee  thy 
repentant  father,  who  will  make  thee  am¬ 
ple  amends  for  all  he  has  unnaturally  and 
bafely  faid  and  adted  againft  thee  !  Oh  ! 
gracious  heaven,  Ifearfhe’s  gone  for  everf 
Then  laying  her  face  to  his,  he  continued 
his  lamentations  fo  loudly,  that  his  cries 
alarm’d  his  gentleman,  who  was  attending 
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in  the  next  room,  and  who  was  the  fame 
that  had  introduced  ClarijJ'a ,  who,  coming 
into  the  room,  conjecturing  all  the  hap- 
pinefs  before  him,  was  order’d  by  the  earl 
to  call  up  fome  female  help,  and  imme¬ 
diately  the  room  was  fill’d  with  fervants, 
aIio,  with  drops,  chafing  and  other  means, 
at  laft  brought  her  to  herfelf }  for  Ihe  had 
work’d  her  paffions  up  to  fo  tender  a  pitch, 
that  it  was  a  mercy  Ihe  was  not  gone  for 
evei.  1  he  hearts  ol  all  prelent  were  dif- 
tended  with  joy,  when  their  lord,  taking 
hit  again  in  his  arms,  call’d  her  by  the 
molt  endearing  names,  of  child  and  daugh¬ 
ter,  wildly,  in  the  fame  breath,  bid  them 
all  behold  their  new  lady,  and  beg’d  her 
forgivenefs  for  his  late  obduratenefs.&  The 
tranfported  Clarijfa ,  was  fo  overcome  with 
tr.e  view  ol  this  long  wifh’d  for  felicity, 
that  joy  had  the  fame  effed  upon  her,  as  grief 
had  before,  and,  looking  at  him  with  eyes 
in  which  gratitude  was  painted,  and  preffing 
his  hands  between  her’s,  Ihe  once  more 
fainted  \  but  her  privation  of  lenle  was 
not  of  fo  long  a  duration  ;  fo  that  the  fer¬ 
vants,  blefiing  themfelves  at  the  unexpect¬ 
ed  grateful  light,  left  them  once  more  to¬ 
gether.  Again  and  again,  the  earl  alk’d 
her  forgivenefs,  and  as  often  fire  kifs’d  his 
hand,  and  told  him,  her  -preftnt  joys,  made 

her 


of  D  A  V  I  D  RANGER.  57 

her  paji  miferies  J port .  He  told  her,  he 
would  difpatch  her  equipage  home  with¬ 
out  her,  and  that  he  could  not  bear  the 
thoughts  of  her  leaving  him  ’till  the  mor¬ 
row,  and,  upon  the  whole,  they  agreed  fhe 
fhould  write  a  little  billet  to  her  lord,  and 
the  earl  infilled,  that  as  he  had  been  fo  great 
an  offender  he  would  the  next  day  fetch 
her  father,  mother,  filter  and  uncle,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  fon,  to  dine  with  him,  and 
fhe  fhould  prefide  as  miftrefs  of  the  feaft. 
The  letter  file  wrote  to  her  Bertram  was  to 
this  effedt. 


My  dear  Lord , 

REJOICE  with  me,  that  our  noble 
father  has  taken  me  into  his  favour, 
and  made  me  fupremely  happy.  Your 
Clariffa ,  is  now  enjoying,  in  his  prefence 
ali  the  diftindtion,  all  the  tendernefs  that 
can  be  paid  to  a  daughter — to  your  wife. 
Tomorrow  you  will  fee  us,  meantime,  my 
love,  make  yourfelf  and  my  dear  parents 
eafy. 

Tour  tranfpcrted 

Clarissa, 


This  difpatch’d,  they  fpent  the  day  in  the 
greateft  felicity :  He  made  her  a  prefent  of  all 
her  late  mother-in-law’s  jewels,  and  abun¬ 
dance  of  the  family  plate ;  they  din’d  and  fup- 
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ped  elegantly,  and,  againfi:  nighr,  the  bed 
apartment  was  provided  for  her  reception, 
to  the  door  of  which  he  attended  her,  and 
then  order  d  her  female  train,  who  were 
quite  charm’d  with  their  young  lady,  to 
take  care  of  every  thing  to  oblige  her. 

ERTRAM,  when  the  equipage  re¬ 
turn  d  empty,  which  was  fometime  before 
the  billet  came  by  the  earl’s  gentleman, 
and  no  account  could  be  given  by  the  Icr- 
vants  of  their  lady’s  motives  for  flaying  *, 
was  like  one  diftradled,  and  then,  told  us 
all  the  projedt  ClariJJa  was  gone  upon  •, 
blaming  himfelf,  in  the  higheft  degree, 
for  expofing  her  to  the  fury  of  his  unna¬ 
tural  father ;  and,  indeed,  we  were  all  greatly 
difturb’d;  but  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards, 
Mr. Wilkins ,  the  earl’s  gentleman,  fent  word 
that  he  attended,  who  being  introduced, 
Bertram ,  cry’d,  with  precipitation,  Wilkins, 
where  is  my  wife  ?  My  lord,  that  faithful 
creature  return’d,  with  a  fmile,  bowing  to 
my  father  and  the  reft  of  us,  I  congratu¬ 
late  you  and  all  this  noble  company  *,  my 
young  lady  J  left  with  your  father,  who  by 
his  behaviour,  I  fancy,  is  not  over  willing 
to  part  from  her  ;  but  this  letter,  my  lord, 
giving  the  billet,  will  explain  the  whole. 
Words  can’t  exprefs  the  fudden  revolution 
it  paus’d  in  Bertram  \  from  a  ftate  of  for- 

1  row 
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row  and  and  apprehenfion,  he  was  rais’d 
to  an  extacy  of  joy.  He  gave  the  letter 
to  my  father,  we  read  it  all  round,  and 
felicitated  each  other  upon  the  contents. 
Wilkins  went  away  loaded  with  prefents  ; 
my  father  gave  him  twenty  guineas,  and 
Bertram  and  my  uncle  the  like  fum  each, 
and  his  young  lord  promis’d  to  remember 
him.  When  he  was  gone,  Bertram  faid  to 
my  father.  See  my  lord,  my  Clarijja’s  kind 
project  has  fucceeded — yefterday  fhe  was 
on  the  point  of  being  murdered  •,  to  day 
fhe  is  in  the  arms  of  her  enemy,  carefs’d 
and  happy.  Well,  we  only  wanted  this 
to  make  us  fupremely  blefs’d  ;  and  I  hope, 
my  lord,  and  Sir  James,  on  my  account, 
your  animofity  will  ceafe  to  my  father,  as 
foon  as  he  ceafes  to  give  occafion  for  it. 
Now  my  ador’d  wife  will  fhine  in  her  pro¬ 
per  fphere!  My  dear,  my  father  reply’d,  I 
can’t  defcribe  to  you  how  I  am  pleas’d 
.  with  this  change  in  your  father — every 
thing  fnall  be  forgotten  with  me,  my  bo- 
fom  burns  to  embrace  him.  Sir  James  pro- 
fefs’d  the  fame  fentiments,  and  my  mother 
was  quite  tranfported  ;  and  I  could  not 
help  faying,  innocently.  Lord,  brother, 
fure  my  fitter  won’t  day  all  night,  in  a 
ftrange  houfe,  tho  ?  Yes,  my  dear,  he  re¬ 
ply’d  ;  but  flue  will,  and  perhaps  fpend 
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great  part  of  her  future  life  there  too 
They  all  finil’d  at  my  queftion  ;  we  foeni 
the  evening  in  the  greateft  harmony,  and 
next  morning,  rofe  early,  full  0f  expec¬ 
tation  of  feeing  this  lovely  enchantrefs, 

who  had  thus  charm’d  the  earl’s  rugged 
temper.  OD 

We  did  not  wait  long  before  an  equi¬ 
page  ftopp  d  at  the  door,  and  the  earl  lent 
ms  name  in,  to  fpeak  with  my  father  and 
bir  James,  who  receiv’d  him  at  the  door, 
and,  retiring  into  the  antichamber,  a  Ion* 
conference  pals  d  between  them,  at  which, 
I  prefume,  the  earl  generoufly  afk’d  their 
pardon  for  his  miffakes,  and  they  as  gene- 
roully  granted  it.  After  which  they  em- 
brac  d,  and,  foon  after,  they  led  him  into 
my  mother  s  apartment,  to  whom  he  be¬ 
hav’d  with’ the  highett  diftinftion,  and  al- 
fo  carefs  d  me  faying,  Ah !  my  lady,  your 
daughters  are  a]j  copies  of  yourfelf,  lovely 
and  charming  ;  my  dear  Oariffa  has  made 
an  abfolute  conqueft  of  my  hearty  and  I 
feai  1  fhall  not  be  able  to  live  a  day  with¬ 
out  feeing  fo  amiable  a  daughter.  My 
mother  was  going  to  make  a  proper  reply  • 
when  Sir  James ,  who  had  left  the  roon)  for 
that  purpofe,  return  d  with  Bevivam,  who 
approach  d  his  father,  with  an  affedfionate 
air,  and  flinging  himfelf  on  his  knees  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  him,  cry’d,  My  dear  lord  and  fa¬ 
ther,  permit  me  to  afk  your  forgivenefs 
for  ail  the  errors  I  have  been  guilty  of,  and 
to  affure  you,  that  every  future  moment 
of  my  life  fhall  convince  you  how  much 
duty  and  affeftion  I  bear  to  the  author  of 
my  life,  who  has  fo  generoudy  received 
my  wife  to  his  protection.  The  tears 
(landing  in  his  eyes,  the  earl  rais’d  him, 
and  clalping  him  in  his  arms,  return’d,  , 
Ah !  my  dear  fon,  * tis  1  am  to  alt  forgive¬ 
nefs  of  thee,  and  this  illuftrious  company — 

I,  that  would  have  made  you  miferable, 
and,  bewitch’d  to  the  allurements  of  riches, 
thofe  deceitful  cares,  have  perpetrated  a 
crime  that  my  foul  now  fhudders  at ;  but 
to  reward  thy  virtues,  thou  (halt  find  me 
truly  a  father — my  whole  ftudy  fhall  be  to 
repair  the  injuries  I  have  done  you  all — to 
exile  from  my  bofom  every  thing  that 
fhould  not  harbour  there. — Happy  in  thee 
and  thy  Clarijfa ,  I  will  bid  adieu  to  the 
chicanery  of  It  ate,  and  try  to  aft  like  a  ra¬ 
tional  creature,  that  expefts  to  give  a  fu¬ 
ture  account  of  all  his  deeds,  at  a  tribunal 
where  no  favour  nor  affection  will  be 
(hewn,  to  the  pompous  title  or  the  glitter¬ 
ing  (tar. — Your  lovely  wife  has  made  a 

* 

thorough  conqueft  of,  and  alteration  in 
my  mind.  1  he  fon,  and  all  prefent, 

wonder- 
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wonderfully  mov’d  with  this  fpeech,  tefti- 
f)  ti  their  fenfe  of  it,  by  repeated  embraces, 
aiiW  at  length  we  became  fit  for  converfa- 
tion,  when  the  earl  told  them  he  came  to 
invite  them  himfelf  to  dine  with  him,  wil¬ 
ling,  as  his  enmity  to  them  had  been  pub- 
hck,  that  his  repentance  fhould  be  fo  like- 
wife  ;  and  as  to  your  part,  my  lord,  turn¬ 
ing  to  Bertram ,  do  you,  once  more,  enter 
thofe  doors,  within  which  every  thing  is 
again  at  your  command  ;  your  Clarijfa  pre¬ 
lims  at  my  table.  So  faying  he  got  up 
and  took  his  leave  of  us,  leaving  us  full  of 
joy  at  his  behaviour.  My  father  obferv’d, 
that  now  he  thought  himfelf  fupremely 
blefs’d,  and,  embracing  Bertram,  continued, 
My  dear  fon,  my  happinefs,  in  fo  worthy  a 
hufband  for  my  Clarijfa,  could  reap  no  in- 
creafe  but  this  ;  and  the  pleafure  I  perceive 
fitting  in  your  eyes,  and  heaving  your  bo- 
fom,  doubles  mine  1  My  lady  kifs’d  him, 
Sir  James  ftrained  him  in  his  arms,  and  I, 
with  the  ufual  familiarity,  took  him  about 
the  neck  and  wifh’d  him  joy.  We  parted 
to  drefs  for  our  vifit,  and,  being  all  array’d 
fumptuoufiy,  we  got  into  our  chariots,  and, 
in  half  an  hour  were  rolled  away  to  the 
earl’s,  where,  alighting,  that  nobleman 
flood  ready  to  receive  us,  all  the  fervants 
lining  the  hall,  and,  with  joy  in  their  faces, 

bowing 
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bowing  and  courtfying  to  their  young  lord, 
who  return’d  them  what  fiient  thanks  he 
was  able.  Thus  we  march’d  up  the  great 
ftair-cafe,  at  the  head  of  which  ftood  my 
lifter,  attended  by  feveral  ladies  and  gen¬ 
tlemen,  my  brother’s  relations,  who  had 
been  invited  on  this  happy  occafion.  Ber¬ 
tram  folded  her  to  his  bofom,  with  rap¬ 
ture,  we  all  embrac’d  her,  and,  comple¬ 
ments  over  with  all  parties,  adjourn’d  in¬ 
to  a  moft  magnificent  apartment,  from 
whence,  when  we  had  repos’d  ourfelves 
fome  minutes,  we  iflu’d  to  another,  where 
dinner  was  upon  the  table,  which  for  the 
number  of  dirties  and  its  elegance  furpafs’d 
all  I  had  ever  feen.  My  filler  fhone  with 
jewels,  fo  that  I  could  not  keep  my  eyes 
from  admiring  her,  and  did  the  honours 
of  the  table  with  a  grace  and  dignity  that 
furpriz’d  us  all,  feeing  fhe  had  fcarce  ever 
prefided  in  fo  much  and  fo  iiluftrious  com¬ 
pany.  Bertram’s  heart,  I  could  perceive, 
was  diftended  with  exulting  rapture  every 
glance  he  ftole  at  her,  my  lather  and  mo¬ 
ther  were  full  of  fatisfaction.  Sir  James 
could  not  help  betraying  his,  by  his  words 
and  geftures,  and  the  earl  feem’d  to  be  at 
the  height  of  tranfport,  whilft  the  reft  of 
the  company  participated  fincerely  in  our 
delight.  After  dinner  we  ladies  withdrew 

into 
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into  another  apartment,  and,  in  about  two 
hours,  were  join’d  by  the  gentlemen,  when 
the  converfation  became  general  and  in- 
(Irudlive  •,  a  band  of  mufic  was  provided, 
and,  the  houfe  was  fill’d  with  the  nobility 
and  gentry  of  both  Texes  ;  a  grand  ball, 
and  an  exquifite  collation  concluded  the 
night,  and,  once  more,  we  were  left  to  our- 
felves,  the  earl  infilling  we  fhould  not  go 
home  till  the  next  day,  and  that  he  would 
carry  us  to  court  ;  whereupon  my  mother 
was  oblig’d  to  Tend  home  Tor  dreffes  for 
herTelf  and  me,  to  make  our  appearance 
in.  In  the  morning,  To  indefatigable  the 
earl  had  been,  he  delivered  to  Sir  James ,  a 
patent  for  a  place  of  greater  value  than 
that  he  had  been  the  means  of  his  lofing  ; 
he  prefented  a  fine  diamond  ring  to  my 
mother,  and  Tome  coftly  trinkets  of  the 
Tame  kind  to  me.  We  went  to  court, 
where,  you  will  make  no  doubt,  I  was 
full  of  admiration,  at  the  Tplendor  and  fine¬ 
ry  of  every  thing  about  me.  The  King 
and  the  royal  family  received  us  graci- 
oufiy,  and  his  majefty  was  To  good  as  to 
congratulate  the  earl  and  my  father,  up¬ 
on  their  reconciliation.  When  we  return¬ 
ed  home,  we  found  an  elegant  repaft  ready 
for  us,  and  then,  leaving  Bertram  and 
ClariJJa  with  their  father,  v/e  took  our 

leaves 
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leaves  and  return’d  home,  quite  happy  in 
this  view  of  the  felicity  of  my  brother  and 
filter,  who  did  not  join  us  for  a  week  after¬ 
wards.  For  the  feven  years  fince,  we  have 
liv’d  in  a  perpetual  harmony  together. 
My  father  was,  at  length,  induc’d  to  accept 
of  a  place  at  court,  by  his  friend  the  earl, 
and  they  are  now  in  London .  Sir  James  is 
alive  and  well,  and  my  nephew  Bertram’s 
only  Ion,  is  with  his  grandfather,  and  pro- 
mi  fes  to  make  as  fine  a  man  asms  amiable 
father.  The  earl  is  doatingiy  fond  of  him, 
and,  on  the  fcore  of  leaving  the  young  Ber¬ 
tram  with  him,  permits  my  brother  and 
lifter  to  gratify  their  folitary  tempers,  by 
retirement,  for  many  months  in  the  year, 
in  which  I  frequently  accompany  them. 
Young  Bertram  is  the  idol  of  my  father 
and  mother,  and  Sir  James  \  Clarijfa  and 
her  lord  feel  ftill  all  the  force  of  that  foft 
paflion  that  united  their  hearts,  and  I 
wanted  no  requifite  to  make  me  happy, 
’till  you,  my  Ranger ,  deftroy’d  my  calm  re- 
pofe  and  peace  of  mind. 

Here  the  lovely  Leonora  concluded  her 
narration,  and  Davy ,  prefiing  her  to  his 
bofom,  return’d  her  thanks  for  her  obliging 
pains  and  condefcenfion. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  Hi. 

At  rive  at  Bath.  —  Stay  fame  time  there, — 
Iiejume  their  journey . — Meet  with  an  ad- 
venture  on  the  road. — Are  in  danger  •  but 
f  efcu  d  from  it  by  the  courage  of  Davy,  and 
the  arrival  of  a  Jt ranger. 

THE  charming  Leonora,  infixed  that 
Ranger,  in  return  for  his  late  enter¬ 
tainment,  in  the  flory  of  lord  Bertram , 
mould  recount  his  own  adventures  without 
referve,  which  he  very  readily  and  openly 
confented  to,  and  delighted  her  ears  with 
the  narration.  7  hey  had,  by  this  time* 
got  near  thirty  miles  from  Bath ,  on  the 
fide  of  London ,  not  having  purfued  the 
diredt  road  between  that  city  and  Brijlol , 
when  Ranger  fignified,  that  his  curiofity 
would  have  led  him,  had  he  thought  of  it, 
to  that  famous  health-refioring  place  :  Up¬ 
on  which  Leonora ,  kindly  faid,  they  would 
return  to  Bath ,  and  flay  there  fome  time, 
and  accordingly  they  entered  the  town 
in  about  five  hours  afterwards.  They 
vifited  all  the  publick  places  of  refort,  the 
buildings,  and  feats  in  the  adjacent  country, 
which  thoroughly  gratified  our  traveller, 
and  this  they  did  without  any  danger  of 
dilcovery  to  Leonora ,  as  the  city  was  not 

full 
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full  of  company,  and,  before  they  ventured 
abroad,  fhe  had  procur’d  a  lift  of  all  the 
people  of  fafhion  that  had  taken  up  their  re- 
fidence  there  for  the  enfuing  lealon.  High¬ 
ly  delighted  with  the  entertainment  of  this 
polite  place  of  refort,  they  once  more  re¬ 
fumed  their  journey,  and  intended  to  have 
reach’d  Marlborough  that  evening.  T  hey 
were  got  on  the  edge  of  Pewfham  fore  ft., 
about  four  miles  beybnd  Chippenham,  when, 
the  weather  being  extremely  fine,  and  the 
afpeft  of  the  trees  very  agreeable,  Come, 
fays  Ranger,  come  my  Leonora ,  let  us  get 
out  and  ftretch  our  legs  in  this  little  wil- 
dernefs,  like  fome  hero  and  heroine  of  ro¬ 
mance,  and  invoke  the  wood  nymphs, 
fauns  and  other  fylvan  deities,  to  witnefs 
to  our  paffion.  Leonora  pleas’d  with  the 
motion,  they  alighted,  ordering  the  coach  to 
drive  flowly  on  to  Stanley ,  to  which  place,  at 
all  events,  they  determin’d  to  walk  on  foot. 
In  fhort,  the  pleafure  they  took  in  their 
ramble  was  fo  fatisfadlory,  on  many  ac¬ 
counts,  that  they  determin’d  to  indulge  it 
ftill  further,  and  to  take  up  their  quarters 
that  night  at  Caine,  inftead  of  proceeding 
to  Marlborough ,  in  confequence  of  purfuing 
their  rambling  fancy.  They  had  ftraggled 
arm  in  arm,  every  now  and  then  mingling 
their  converfation  with  melting  kiffes,  as 

far 
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VENTURES 


SONG. 


ASK  ye  why  thus  I  fly  mankind, 

1  hus  leave  the  joys  of  life  behind, 
i  o  tell  the  woods  my  cares  ? 


Ingratitude  my  bofom  wounds  : _ 

Ingratitude’s  infernal  founds  ; _ 

And  thus  provokes  my  tears. 

Can  dreary  want  imprefs  fuch  pain  ? 

Can  folitude’s  eternal  reign, 

Such  bitter  pangs  impart  ? 

As  friendfhip  s  facred  rites  profan’d, 

As  love’s  foft  melting  fuit  difdain’d, 
Difdain’d  the  faithful  heart  ? 

Falfe  friend,  and  cruel,  perjur’d  fair  ! 

Who  thus  have  wrought,  my  fell  defpair* 
for  you,  what  vengeance  waits  ? 

I  ke  me,  to  rave,  your  bofoms  tear. 

Like  me,  with  fighs  to  wound  the  air, 
And  curfe  your  wretched  fates. 

In  vain  has  reafon’s  voice  eflay’d, 

To  whifper  its  celeflial  aid, 


To 


mam 
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To  heal  my  tortur’d  breaft  : 

-  Death  !  Death,  alone,  can  fet  me  free,. 

From  all  this  weight  of  mifery  ; 

And  lull  my  griefs  to  reft. 

The  words  and  the  found  of  the  voice 
very  #  much  affedted  them  ;  and  Leonora , 
cry’d.  Ah!  poor  fwain  ;  1  fympathize  in 
thy  difquiets  j  fome  falfe  friend  and  faller 
miftrefs,if  thou  fpeakeft  in  thine  own  perfon, 
have  given  thee  caufe  to  mourn !  I  have  felt 
myfelf  too  much  from  flighted  love,  not 
to  take  (hare  in  thy  griefs.  Ah  !  my  dear 
Leonora ,  Ranger  reply’d,  you  are  unjuft  to 
ufe  thefe  cruel  reflections.  Indeed,  before 
I  knew  your  worth,  I  was  a  truant  from 
your  arms,  as, 

% 

From  flow' r  to  flow' r  the  wanton  bee , 

In  curious  fearch  ft  til  wanders  freey 
And  where  each  bloffom  blows  : 
Extracts  the  juice  from  all  he  meets  ; 

But  for  his  quint ejfence  of  fweets , 

He  ravijhes  the  rofe  : 

and  at  length  I  am  fix’d  in  your  em¬ 
braces  for  ever.  This  little  chaunt,  and 
obliging  reproof,  was  repay’d  with  a  kifs  ; 
and,  Ranger  continued,  Come,  my  love, 
let  us  feek  out  this  mournful  lover,  and 
try  if  we.  can  draw  from  him  his  difmal 

ftory  ; 
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ftory  •,  we  are  a  wandering  nymph  and 

vVain  »  did  n°t  think  of  meeting  ad¬ 
ventures  fo  near  the  road-fide.  Agreed, 
reply  d  Leonora ,  and,  take  my  word,  you’ll 
find  the  friend  more  to  blame  than  the  mif- 
uefis.  Ranger  Imil’d,  and  they  continued 
to  follow  the  track  the  found  of  the  voice 
had  directed  them  to,  when,  all  on  a  fud- 
den,  they  heard  a  flirill  found  like  that  of  a 
boatfwam’s  whiffle,  and  prefently  were  at¬ 
tack’d  by  two  defperate  looking  villains 

who,  bellow’d  out,  D - n  your  f— Is— 

deliver  your  money,  or  you  are  dead— 
I’ll  blow  out  your  brains  by  G — d  !  Poor 
Leonora  was  fo  frightened,  that  fhe  was 
near  fainting  ;  but  the  couragious  Ranger , 
in  one  moment  drawing  his  hanger,  in  the 
next  fo  wounded  one  of  the  alfailants  that 
he  was  obliged  to  retreat,  after  having  fir’d 
two  piftols  without  doing  execution  ;  but 
the  other  fo  dextroully  parry’d  his  (frokes, 
and  made  fuch  artful  attacks,  that  Ranger 
himfelf  began  to  think  he  fhould  have  the 
worft  of  it ;  whilfl  Leonora ,  feeing  the 
danger  he  was  in,  made  the  foreft°echo 
with  her  cries.  The  combat  continued 
thus,  in  fufpence,  for  forne  minutes  (the 
robber  having  fir’d  his  piftols,  which  pro¬ 
videntially,  like  his  companion’s,  did  no 
damage,  and  having  betaken  himfelf  alfo 

to 


ofDAVID  RANGER.  71 

to  his  hanger)  when  the  appearance  of  a 
third  villain  feem’d  to  put  poor  Davy's 
fate  out  of  any  quettion.  However,  the 
dauntlefs  hero  feem’d  to  have  receiv’d 
fredi  ftrength  from  the  odds  that  prefented 
themfelves,  and,  with  a  wonderful  exerti¬ 
on  of  it,  kept  them  both  at  bay,  like  a 
lion  •,  the  new  affailant,  not  having  any 
piftols,  nor  thinking  to  charge  thofe  of  his 
comrade’s,  that  lay  before  him.  All  this, 
however,  would  not  have  done  ;  tho’  Leo¬ 
nora,  feeing  the  life  of  her  Ranger  thus 
upon  the  hazard,  with  a  fpirit  unufual  to 
her  lex,  had  feiz’d  one  of  the  piftols,  and 
was  endeavouring  to  aim  a  blow,  guided 
by  love  and  defpair,  at  the  head  of  one  of 
his  antagonifts.  But,  kind  providence,  at 
that  inltant,  prelented  a  gentleman  to  their 
aid,  who,  drawn  by  the  cries  of  Leonora , 
had  reach’d  the  fpot,  and  feeing  the  com¬ 
bat,  and  judging  the  occafion  of  it,  tho’ 
only  arm’d  with  an  oaken  plant,  ran  to 
Ranger's  affiftance,  and  foon  prov’d  himfelf 
fuch  a  mafter  of  his  weapon,  that,  in  a 
minute  after  his  arrival,  the  rogues  were 
oblig’d  to  take  to  their  heels,  and  truft  to 
flight  for  their  protection.  The  ftranger 
feem’d  difpos’d  to  purfue  them  ;  but  was 
prevented  by  Ranger's  falling  upon  the 
ground,  quite  overcome  with  fatigue  and 

lofs 
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Jofs  of  fpirits,  feemingly  in  a  fwoon.  Leo¬ 
nora  ran  to  him,  crying,  Oh!  Sir,  help 
me  to  fupport  this  dear  man  ;  I  fear  he  has 
receiv  d  home  wound  that  has  endangered 
his  life!  Gracious  heaven,  how  unhappy 
am  I  deflin  d  to  be  ?  1  he  gentleman,  with¬ 
out  reply,  rais’d  him  up,  and  examin’d  his 
head  and  breaft  ;  but  found  no  hurt,  mean 
whiie,  Leonora  had  fcoop’d  up  fome  water 
from  3.  neighbouring  rivulet,  in  her  para¬ 
mour  s  hat,  which  being  fprinkled  in  his 
face,  foon  brought  him  to  himfelf,  and, 
aker^  drinking  ol  it,  he  appear’d  fo  re- 
frefh  d  as  to  be  able  to  hand  upon  his  legs 
and  fpeak,  tho’  fo  weak  as  to  Hand  in  evi¬ 
dent  need  of  fome  ailiftance  to  help  him 
to  Stanley  ;  but  the  ftranger  making  no  of¬ 
fer  to  affift  in  his  conveyance,  Leonora, 
laid,  Sir,  words  cannot  dilplay  our  fenle  of 
the  obligation  we  are  under  to  you  to  you 
v.’e  owe  our  lives,  and  every  thing  valua¬ 
ble  •,  finifh.  Sir,  your  act  of  goodnefs  and 
generality,  by  lending  me  your  afMance 
to  lead  this  poor  gentleman  to  Stanley , 
where  our  equipage  attends  us ;  were  you 
to  know  him,  I’m  fure  you’d  think  your 
charity  well  employed  ?  The  gentleman, 
with  a  profound  figh,  anfwer’d,  Madam, 
humanity  obliges  me  to  grant  one  part  of 
your  rcqueft,  I  will  fupport  him  ’till  you 

come 
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come  near  the  road  and  then  mull  difap- 
pear ! — ihat  curled  road— has  caus’d  me 
too  much  unhappinefs  for  me  ever  again 
to  approach  it ;  but  pardon  me,  madam, 
fome  private  borrows,  which  are  ever 
uppermoft  in  my  mind,  have  broke  from 
me  unaware.  He  took  Davy ,  hereupon, 
under  one  arm,  whilft  the  fair  Leonora 
Supported  him  under  the  other,  and  as 
they  went  along  could  not  help  obfer- 
Vlng  the  ftranger,  whofe  eyes  were  con¬ 
tinually  upon  the  ground,  whilft  frequent 
G§hs  burft  from  his  bolom.  He  had  fome- 
wiiat  very  particular  in  his  air  and  manner, 
fie  was  tali  and  well  made,  his  features 
were  regular,  and  his  face  bore  in  it,  fuch 
marks  of  a  good  heart  as  could  not  fail  of 
prepofeffing  a  perfon  in  his  favour  ;  but  an 
sir  of  fadnefs  that  dwelt  in  his  countenance, 
plainly  indicated  the  uneafinefs  of  his 
mind.  He  feem’d  to~be  about  five  and 
twenty  or  thirty  years  of  age,  and  his  drefs 
v/as  genteel  but  not  gaudy.  Leonora  could 
not  fad  iuppofing  that  this  gentleman,  fo 
miraculoufly  fent  to  their  afliftance,  was 
the  very  tuneful  fongfter  whofe  complaints 
had  reach’d  their  ears  before  they  were  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  robbers,  and  therefore,  the 
ladies  will  excule  me,  as  nothing  is  fo  pre¬ 
dominant  in  a  female  as  curiofity,  fhe  was 
Vol.  II,  E  long 
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long  calling  about,  how  fhe  fhould  get  hirn 
to  Stanley ,  to  gratify  them  with  a  detail  of 
his  adventures,  as,  now,  in  all  appearance, 
he  had  lung  really  of  his  own  unhappy 
cafe,  and  no  fiflitious  drains.  Ranger ,  by 
the  time  they  had  got  a  mile  on  their  way, 
was  fo  well  recover’d  as  to  be  able  to  thank 
his  deliverer,  which  he  did  in  the  moil;  ani¬ 
mated  manner*,  whild  he  cad,  at  the  fame 
time,  glances  of  acknowledgment  at  his 
Leonora .  When  they  had  got  within  the 
found  the  carriages  and  pafiengers  made 
upon  the  road,  and  the  dranger  made  a 
full  dop,  as  an  indication  that  he  could  pro¬ 
ceed  no  further*,  the  lady,  who  had  imme¬ 
diately  form’d  her  plan,  faid,  Sir,  you 
leem  to  be  unhappy  like  ourfelves,  who 
have  experienced  the  broken  faith  of 
friendship  and  of  love.  It  is  now  the  clofe 
of  the  evening,  the  road  which  you  have 
fo  much  averiion  to,  will  be  foon  crofs  d, 
permit  us  to  beg  your  company  at  Stanley ; 
perhaps,  mingling  our  forrows  together 
may  adminider  fome  relief  to  our  minds. 
Davy  enforced  what  Leonora  had  requeded, 
with  all  his  eloquence.  The  dranger  was 
induc’d  to  comply  with  their  intreaties  ; 
for,  after  all,  defpairing  in  woods  and  fe- 
quedered  fliades,  after  nine  o’clock  at  night, 

will  not  fuit  the  condition  of  a  lover  in 
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theie  northern  latitudes  ;  tho’,  in  more 
amorous  fouthern  climates,  as  romance 
has  given  us  reafon  to  imagine,  the  def- 
pairing  iwain  may  live  for  months  under 
the  rugged  brow  of  fome  hoary  rock, 
nurfing  his  grief  with  tears,  and  fing  fong 
complaints,  without  the  lead  injury  from 
the  weather,  from  hunger,  third  or  any  o- 
ther  incommodity. 


C  H  A  P.  IV. 

xbey  arrive  at  Stanley. — The  adventures  of 

Delanio  and  Maria. 

Id  was  late  before  they  got  to  Stanley , 
where  the  fervants,  being  in  great  fear 
for  their  fafety,  were  going  to  difperfe 
themlelves  feveral  ways  in  fearch  of  them, 
d  hey  had  hous  d  at  as  good  an  inn  as  the 
place  afforded,  and  Davy  was  put  to  bed 
with  all  expedition,  and  then,  whild  fup- 
per  was  got  ready,  which  they  ordered  in 
his  chamber  •,  for  he  defir’d  them  to  day 
wsth  him  as  he  was  far  from  being  difpofed 
to  deep,  Leonora ,  to  encourage  the  dranger 
whom  we  (ha!!  call  Delanio ,  to  relate  his 
dory  ;  began,  after  a  preparative  figh  or 
two,  to  retail  out  a  dnng  of  adventures, 
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patch’d  up  from  novels  and  other  mate¬ 
rials,  with  great  art  and  judgment,  and  in 
io  moving  a  manner  difplay’d  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  the  fhepherd  and  herfelf,  from  falfe 
friendfhip  and  broken  vows,  concluding 
that  they  were  in  fearch  of  the  perjur’d 
objects  of  their  affedion,  having  met,  as 
accidentally  as  they  did  with  him,  that 
Delanio ,  who  was  not  anus" d  to  the  melting 
mood ,  fired  abundance  of  tears  ;  and  Davy, 
who  admir’d  more  and  more  the  talents  of 
his  miftrefs,  was  forc’d  to  bury  his  head 
frequently  under  the  bed  clothes,  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  giving  interruption,  by  laughing 
to  the  narration.  When  fhe  had  conclud¬ 
ed;  which  fhe  did  not  till  fhe  had  employ¬ 
ed  above  half  an  hour,  fhe  addrefs’d  her¬ 
felf  thus  to  Delanio. — You,  fee,  Sir,  that 
you  are  not  the  only  unhappy  perfon  in  be¬ 
ing  *,  indeed  we  often  over  rate  our  own 
furrows,  which  when  put  into  the  fcale 
with  thofe,  of  others,  are  frequently  found 
to  kick  the  beam  ;  but  begin,  Sir,  we  are 
all  attention  to  your  flory,  if  it  is  not  too 
much  pain  to  you  to  rehearfe  it.  Delanio , 
made  a  low  bow,  and  reply’d, — Ah!  ma¬ 
dam,  you  will  do  me  the  juflice  to  ima¬ 
gine,  when  I  have  told  you  my  fad  mif- 
haps,  they  are  altogether  ■  calamitous  and 
dreadful— and  paid  all  remedy. — I  was  born 

of 
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of  parents  of  no  mean  degree,  who  inherited 
a  irnall  ell  ate  of  about  200/.  per  Annum ,  near 
the  Devizes  in  this  county,  who  died  whilft 
1  was  at  lciiool  at  Daunton,  in  the  fourteenth 
year  of  my  age,  and  left  their  fortune  to 
the  care  of  an  uncle  of  mine,  one  Mr. 
Carr ,  an  apothecary  at  Marlborough ,  who 
was  a  man  of  good  fenfe  and  integrity,  and 
poilds’d  of  one  only  daughter,  of,  nearly  my 
own  age,  to  whom  his  application  and  fuc- 
cefs  in  his  practice  had  iecur’d  no  incon- 
fiderable  fortune.  Her  name — the  name 
of  this  falfe,  ungrateful  maid,  is  Mariat 
who  had  all  the  charms  and  graces  of  her 
fex,  then  in  bloom ;  forgive  me  gentle¬ 
folks,  if  I  cannot  help  giving  you  fome 
defcription  of  this  authorefs  of  all  my 
woes — this  traytrefs ! — it  may  in  fome 
meafure  excufe  to  you,  and  account  for  the 
eilc<5t  her  Jofs  has  had  upon  my  mind. 
Her  ftature  was  of  the  fuperior  fize,  her 
.gait  majeftic,  her  face  lovely,  and  the  red 
and  white  fo  admirably  mingled  there, 
that  nature  feem’d  to  have  defign’d  her  as 
one  of  the  wonders  of  her  workmanfhip. 
Her  complexion  was  of  the  Brunette,  and 
hei  hair  black,  which  wantoned  in  curlino* 
ringlets  down  her  neck  ;  her  voice  io 
touchingly  .melodious  that,  alas!  it  found 
too  lwift  a  paffage  to  the  heart.  She  had 
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had  a  moft  genteel  education  beftow’d  up¬ 
on  her,  and  her  mind  was  fraught  with 
fentiments  of  virtue  and  delicacy.  Such 
fhe  was,  before  the  bafe  Lothario  found  the 
way  to  corrupt  the  innocence  and  reCtitude 
of  her  foul! — Here  he  wept,  bur,  drying 
his  tears,  proceeded. —  4 

Now  I  make  no  manner  of  doubt  that 
my  readers,  at  leaft  fome  of  the  more  critical 
ones,  will  think  the  parenthefes  of  weep¬ 
ing  and  fighing,  in  retailing  out  an  amor¬ 
ous  tale,  rather  contriv’d,  to  lengthen  it 
than  to  embellifh  the  narration,  as  a  kind 
of  Spinning  out ,  with  which  few  authors 
that  write  pofthafte  in  order  to  finifh  their 
works  are  unacquainted.  But,  fnarl  on  ; 
I’ll  allure  my  more  gentle  readers,  that 
Delanio  a&ually  wept,  wherever  I  fay  he 
did,  and  that,  in  the  courfe  of  this  true 
ftory  of  David  Ranger ,  t  fq-,  I  have  and 
fhall  keep  up  fo  ft r i <51  i y  to  truth,  that,  not 
even  a  fictitious  figh  or  tear  fhall  be  im¬ 
pos’d  upon  them.  —  Well,  Delanio ,  thus 
proceeded. - 

My  uncle  continued  me  at  the  academy 
till  I  was  in  my  nineteenth  year,  and  I  had 
been,  during  my  tutelage,  but  twice  at  his 
houfe,  and  but  twice  had  feen  the  adorable 
Maria ,  who  had  even  then  made  fuch  a 
powerful  impreflion  upon  my  mind,  that 
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I  was  quite  unhing’d  to  the  further  purfuit 
of  my  ftudies,  which  were  as  well  of  the 
academical  as  the  claffical  kind.  When  I 
had  reach’d  my  nineteenth  year,  as  I  ob- 
ferv’d,  he  fetch’d  me  from  the  feminary 
where  I  had  made  no  contemptible  pio- 
grefs,  to  his  houfe,  with  an  intent  to  my 
future  deftination  in  life,  and  I  remember,  I 
feem’d  ready  to  fly  to  Marlborough  full  of 
the  idea  of  the  happinefs  I  fhould  reap  in 
the  fociety  of  my  charming  couzen.  That 
lovely  creature  receiv’d  me  with  all  tue 
freedom  of  fo  near  a  relation,  and  it  was 
not  many  days  before  my  paflion  for  her 
was  fo  increas’d,  as  to  make  a  further  con¬ 
cealment  of  my  fentiments  impoffible. 
Haply  I  fpeak  to  perfons  who  have  ex¬ 
perienc’d  all  the  force  of  that  tender  difeafe 
of  the  foul,  and  who  will  therefore  not 
wonder  at  the  fwift  progrefs  it  had  made  in 
my  bread. 

My  uncle,  at  firft  propos’d  to  me  to 
take  orders  in  the  church  of  England ;  but 
finding  that  was  not  very  agreeable  to  me, 
he  then  would  have  advifed  me  to  ftudy 
phyfic  ;  but  he  fhould  not  have  let  me  fee 
Maria ,  if  he  had  thought  of  my  purfuing 
any  thing,  befides  the  bufinefs  of  love.  In 
fhort  nothing  but  her  idea  ingrofs’d  my 
mind  j  I  made  frequent  parties  of  pleafure, 
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meerly  to  enjoy  her  company  with  more 
freedom  ;  for  tho’  i  was  forced,  for  ap¬ 
pearance  fake,  to  join  other  young  people 
of  the  vicinity  in  my  invitations  ;  yet,  as  I 
very  prudently  pair’d  them  together,  I 
met  with  little  interruption  to  my  fuit, 
and  my  lovely  fair  one  was  at  length  melt¬ 
ed  in  my  favour,  and  gave  me  her  heart 
without  leferve.  My  uncle,  during  two 
} eafS  that  thus  glibly  and  pleafingly  run 
away,  was  perpetually  putting  me  in  mind 
°i  the  obligation  I  was  under  to  become 
a  ufeful  and  aftive  member  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  and  tho’  I  frequently  promis’d  to 
tnink  ferioufly  of  his  admonitions  ;  yet 
they  did  not  convince  me  it  would  be  eJigi- 
me  to  quit  my  Maria ,  for  any  hopes  of 
future  additional  fortune.  My  father  had 
hv'd  without  toil,  and  I  thought  my  for¬ 
tune  would  equally  ferve  me,  without  fur¬ 
ther  buftle  in  the  acquirement  of  worldly 
goods  ;  I  lov’d  books,  was  of  a  folitary 
difpofition,  and  full  of  flattering  ideas  of 
future  felicity,  with  a  conlorr,  "who  in  a 
cottage  would  adminifler  more  real  hap- 
pmefs  than  any  grandeur  or  riches  could 
beftow.  In  fhort,  I  became  fo  fix’d  in 
thefe  conceptions,  that  1  was  refoiv’d,  af¬ 
ter  gaining  Maria's  confent,  to  propole  a 
rearer  alliance  with  my  uncle.  For  this 

purpofe 
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purpofe  I  took  him  a  fide,  one  morning* 
and  thus  accofted  him.  Sir,  you  have 
been  to  me  a  real  friend  and  father  :  1  o 
your  care  and  circumfpedion  I  owe  my 
prefent  independency,  and  all  the  felicity  I 
enjoy. — You  have  often  propos’d  to  me 
to  enter  into  fome  bufinefs  to  encreafe  my 
.fortune  ;  but  I  cannot  fay  I  find  myfelf  in¬ 
clin’d  to  concern  myfelf  with  the  hurry  of 
the  world.  I  love  retirement,  and  hope 
my  little  eftate  will  afford  me  at  leaf!  the 
conveniences  of  life;  —  nothing  will  be 
wanting,  my  dear  uncle,  to  make  me  com¬ 
pletely  happy  but  your  approbation  of* 
and  confent  to  my  efpoufing  my  charming 
couzen,  in  whom  all  my  withes  are  center¬ 
ed,  and  without  whom  life  would  be  a  toil- 
fome  burden.  My  uncle,  for  fome  mo¬ 
ments,  flood  {faring  at  me  with  a,  deal  of 
furprize.  I  believe  this  was  th.e  fir  ft  time 
he  ever  had  any  reafon  to  imagine  any  par¬ 
ticular  intercourfe  between  us,  and  had  on¬ 
ly  taken  our  familiarities  to  flow  from  our 
near  relation.  When  he  had  recovered 
himfelf,  he  made  me  the  following  reply. 
Nephew,  you  have  a  little  aftonifhed  me 
with  your  requeff,  which  to  me  appears 
not  a  little  wild  and  romantic.  ’Tis  true 
you  have  an  effate,  and  you  are  a  fober 
tradable  youth  ;  you  are  alfo  my  neared 
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relation,  and,  as  fuch,  I  have  your  mtereft 
at  heart.  But  then,  my  dear  boy,  I  have 
alfo  Tome  regard  to  my  girl,  and  think,  for 
feveral  reafons,  a  match  between  you  will 
be  improper.  In  the  firft  place  I  think 
you  are  a  little  too  nearly  related,  and  tho’ 
you  are  not  prohibited  in  the  very  men¬ 
tion  of  the  degree  of  confanguinity  be¬ 
tween  you,  yet  relations  at  a  greater  dif- 
tance  are,  and  therefore  I  am  convinc’d  the 
omillion  was  occafion’d  by  thinking  it  was 
unneceffary  to  provide  again  ft  a  matter 
which  was  fo  evidently  improper.  Se¬ 
condly,  You  are  both  young,  and  may 
have  a  number  of  children  *,  now  I  don’t 
fee  how  you  have  had  any  thought  of  fu¬ 
turity  in  the  provifion  for  ’em.  Indeed  if 
you  could  enfure  only  one  fon  or  daughter, 
and  that  you  would  leave  him  your  little 
eftate  unincumbered,  this  would  be  no  real 
objection  *,  but  as  the  contrary  may  hap¬ 
pen,  the  firft  ftep  you  fhould  have  taken, 
would  have  been  to  follow  the  advice  I 
have  often  given  you,  to  encreafe  your  for¬ 
tune  by  fome  profeftion  or  calling,  that 
was.  agreeable  to  your  tafte,  before  you 
had  thought  of  matrimony.  ’Tis  true  I 
can  give  Marla  fome  money,  but  not  fuf- 
ficienr,  I  think,  even  with  the  addition  of 
yours,  for  that  fure  fupport  to  pofterity 

which 
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which  ought  to  be  confidered.  A  third 
objection,  I  fuppofe  will  be  loon  an  lower¬ 
ed,  that  is,  that  I  am  not  fure  fhe  loves  you 
enough  to  fpend  her  days  with  you,  and 
I  would  never  engage  her  in  any  match 
that  fhould  breed  her  difcomfort.  Fourth¬ 
ly,  Young  man,  you  feem  to  have  brought 
too  many  of  your  notions  of  wedlock,, 
from  thofe  pernicious  fountains  the  antient 
and  novel  romances,  and  poets,  of  which  I 
have  obferv’d  you  particularly  fond,  to  my 
very  great  concern.  There  indeed,  Venus 
fmiles  upon,  and  Cupid  flutters  over  the 
enamour’d  pair  *,  Hymen,  with  his  fa  Ur  on 
robe  and  his  candle,  joins  them  together  ^ 
all  the  groupe  of  little  loves  and  graces 
hover  round  them  ;  peace  and  plenty  join 
their  rejoicing  train,  and  a  couch  of  rofes, 
pinks  and  lillies  is  ftrewM  for  the  con- 
fummation  of  their  defires.  Love,  there, 
is  meat,  drink,  cloths  and  fire;  love  boils 
the  pot,  love  fills  the  capacious  -goblet, 
with  the  richeft  wines  ;  love  provides  vef- 
tures  of  purple  and  gold,  and  love  is  the 
infpiring  fun  that  chafes  away  the  midnight 
damps,  the  morning  dews,  and  even  in 
the  frozen  climes  of  Lapland  can  impart 
warmth  and  heat  to  the  delightful  pair. 
The  nymph  is  conftantly  bufy,  in  decking 
her  grotto  for  the  reception  of  the  fwain, 

who 
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%vno  is  perpetually  after  the  chafe,  returns 
wiu  the  firming  fpoils  of  the  game,  the 
Variegated  fkins  of  the  leopard  or  the  lion  \ 
or  the  heroine  prepares  crowns  and  chap¬ 
lets  of  laurel  or  flowers,  to  bind  the  tern-  - 
pies  of  her  death-doing  hero,  who  perhaps 
calls  at  her  feet,  the  feeptreof  fome  mighty 
kingdom,  or  the  head  of  lome  tremendous 
giant  ^or  enchanter.  If  any  children  are 
ingendered  between  them,  which  we  fel- 
com  hear  mention  d,  he  is  of  no  manner 
of  expence  or  trouble  to  the  parents  :  No, 
fome  fage  necromancer,  the  guardian  and 
protestor  ol  his  race,  whips  him  away,  in 
k’s  infancy,  to  a  dreary  defart,  where, 
incas’d  in-  fome .  wonderful  caftie,  and 
guarded  by  a  griffin  or  two,  that  belch  out 
fire  and  flames  upon  any  that  dare  ap¬ 
proach,  he  is  nurs’d  up  and  nurtur’d  in 
every  princely  virtue  and  qualification,  till 
the  deftin’cl  period  is  arriv’d,  when  he  is 
turn  d  jooie  upon  the  world,  to  overturn 
kingdoms,  dethrone  monarchs,  and  deflroy 
m on  iters,  as  his  father  did  before  him, 
and,  at  length,  like  him,  is  rewarded  by 
lome  beautiful  princefs,  whom  he  is  to  gain 
by  laving  her  father’s  dominions  from 
cleftru&ion.  Ha!  Ha!  Ha!  Why  my  dear, 
all  thefe  mighty  things  were  tranfafted  be¬ 
fore  pocket  loups  and  gellies  were  invent¬ 
ed, 
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ed,  which  otherwife  would  have  rendered 
fuch  a  way  of  life  a  little  more  feafible  : 
But  now  let  us  turn  the  modern  and  real 
fide  of  the  picture.  The  nymph  you  figh 
after,  and  the  Twain  that  fighs,  are  in  the 
bloom  of  health,  vigour  and  beauty  ;  but 
a  fit  of  illnefs  may  deftroy  all  the  rofes  of 
their  complexions,  and  the  delicacy  of  their 
charms  :  Aching  pains  may  induce  rougher 
{trains  than  thofe  of  love  •,  the  cares  of  life, 
its  neceffary  and  inevitable  wants  and  d i  1  ap¬ 
pointments*  will  breed  difquiet,  and  dii- 
tafte  *,  enjoyment  will  pall,  and  the  {quai¬ 
ling  of  children  will  difguft  :  Nothing  can 
be  procur’d  in  thefe  rugged  climes  without 
money,  nor  will  any  conjuror  take  your 
children  off  your  hands  to  educate  and 
provide  for  them.  How  neceffary  then  is  it 
toenter  prudently  into  the  Rate  of  matrimo¬ 
ny.  Ah,  my  child,  little  do  either  of  you 
know  of  the  down  hill  paths  of  life.  No¬ 
thing  will  fupport  a  couple  thro’  its  difirel- 
les,  but  a  love  at  find  founded  in  wifdom 
and  virtue,  and  continued  by  prudence  and 
delicate  good  fenfe.  The  fire  that  actuates 
your  bofoms,  is  but  a  difordered  flaili  of 
paffion,  and,  when  the  cool  water  of  re¬ 
flection  is  thrown  upon  it,  will  fubfide.— 
Go  too ! — let  me  hear  no  more  of  fuch 
boyifh  and  girlifh  nonfenfe  think  of  en¬ 
tering 
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tering  into  fome  occupation  that  may  ferve 

yourielf  and  the  worid,  and  fome  years 

luice,  if  you  fhould  like  each  other  well 

enough,  perhaps  I  may  confent  to  your 
union.  .  ,  J 

T  I  his  odd  anfwer  of  my  uncle’s,  and 
tne  droll  manner  it  was  delivered  in,  quite 
confounded  me.  In  reality  there  was  a 
gt^at  deal  of  truth  in  what  he  had  faid, 
and  I  appear  d  mighty  little  in  my  own 
conceit:  I  reiolv’d,  however,  ftill  to  love 
on,  and  alfo  ferioufly  to  think  of  profiting 
hy  his  inftru&ion,  and  entering  into  bufinefs. 
tut  then,  I  could  think  of  none  that  would 
not  exile  me  from  the  charmer  of  my  foul, 
and  at  laft  determined  to  intreat  him  to  in- 
ftrudt  me  in  his  own  profeffion,  to  which  I 
hao  lome  turn  of  mind,  and  to  have  a  lit¬ 
tle  patience  as  to  the  affair  of  marriage. 
Marta,  feem  d  alfo  to  be  ealy  in  my  refo- 
Jution,  and  my  uncle,  without  any  hefitati- 
on,  took  me  into  his  bufinefs,  as  an  affiftant, 
nor  made  any  alteration  in  his  conduct  to¬ 
wards  us.  He  was  too  wife  to  inflame  our 
defires  more  by  feparation,  depending  up¬ 
on  our  principles  and  education  that  no 
hurt  would  arrive  from  his  indulgence  -y 
and  he  was  quite  tranfported  in  feeing  me 
afliduoufly  attend  to  his  leftures  in  phar¬ 
macy,  which  I  foon  became  a  very  toler¬ 
able 


of  DAVID  RANGER.  87 

able  proficient  in.  Meantime  our  paflion 
encreas’d  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  we  could 
fcarce  be  a  moment  out  of  each  other’s 
fight-,  and,  bating  enjoyment,  partook 
mutually  of  all  the  tenderneffes  and  afii- 
duities  of  a  man  and  wife.  My  uncle 
feem’d  to  regard  it  with  pleafure,  and  one 
evening,  at  flipper,  looking  upon  us  with 
the  utmoft  affection,  faid,  My  dear  chil¬ 
dren,  I  with  delight  perceive  your  regard 
for  each  other  -,  you  have  a&ed  with  pru¬ 
dence  and  dilcretion,  and  I  have  no  fault  to 
find  with  you  -,  I  final!  now  venture  to  tell 
you,  that,  in  half  a  year  more,  I  will,  with 
fatisfaftion,  content  to  your  being  united 
together  in  the  facred  bands  of  wedlock. 
I  will  then  deliver  over  my  fortune  to  you, 
referving  only  fufficient  tor  fecuring  me 
your  refpedt,  which  a  needy  or  dependent 
parent  is  feldom  iecure  of,  and  I  will  ad¬ 
mit  you,  nephew,  into  a  fhare  of  my 
bufinefs ;  you  wiil  live,  I’m  fure,  to  ap¬ 
plaud  my  advice,  when  children  increate 
upon  you,  of  endeavouring  to  fecure  in¬ 
dependency  and  fupport  for  your  younger 
ones.  You  are  now  twenty-fix  years  of  age, 
and  I  will  withhold  from  you,  no  longer, 
what  I  think  you  have  fo  well  merited  ! 
We  both  knelt  down,  in  a  rapture  of  de¬ 
light,  kifs’d  his  hand,  and  returned  him 

unfeigned 
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unfeigned  thanks  for  his  goodnefs.  Alas  l 
Madam,  little  did  I  imagine  thefe  were  the 

hi\  moments  of  happinefs  I  Ihould  ever 
enjoy  ! 

About  a  fortnight  after  this  declarati¬ 
on,  a  fchool-fellow  of  mine,  who  I  had 
always  diftinguifh’d  by  ads  of  friendfhip 
and^  kindnefs,  whom  I  lov’d,  and  who 
made  the  utmoft  fhew  of  a  like  return, 
came  .to  pay  us  a  vifit.  He  was  younger 
than  me,  -in  his  twentieth  year,  a  mod 
amiable  perfon,  and  pofefs’d  of  all  thofe 
loft  graces  that  too  readily  captivate  a  fe¬ 
male  imagination.  Lothario  appear’d  in 
nilr  family  with  all  the  advantages,  that 
fortune  and  drefs  could  bellow  upon  him, 
and,  from  his  fir  ft  entry  into  it,  was  re¬ 
ceiv’d  by  Maria  with  a  very  particular  dis¬ 
tinction,  which  1  noted  with  fome  pain. 
My  uncle,  on  my  account,  treated  him  no¬ 
bly,  and  we  made  many  tours  of  pleafure 
into  the  adjacent  parts,  with  a  defign  to 
divert  and  entertain  him,  and,  as  I  imagin¬ 
ed,  to  fhew  me  honourjn  my  friend.  From 
his  arrival,  I  may  date  my  fucceeding  mis¬ 
fortunes  ;  for,  in  a  week’s  time,  Marta 
vifibly  declin’d  in  her  affection  to  me,  I 
no  more  perceiv’d  thole  kind  glances  which 
us’d  to  be  directed  to  me,  and  the  little 
freedoms  I  us’d  to  take  with  her,  were  now 

return’d 
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return’d  with  a  frown  that  (truck  me  to  the 
heart.  Meantime  Lothario  was  obliged  and 
favour’d  in  every  thing  he  defir’d,  and  had 
a  very  vifible  preference  fhew’d  hum.  I  his 
was  carry ’d  to  fuch  an  excefs,  that,  at  lad, 

I  could  bear  it  no  longer. — I  expoftulated 
with  Maria,  who  only  laugh’d  at  my  com¬ 
plaints,  told  me  I  was  of  too  fulpicious  a 
difpofition,  that  1  was  quite  miitaken  in 
my  conjectures,  and  that'  if  I  dil play’d 
fuch  a  temper  before  marriage,  (he  fhould 
begin  to  dread  the  moment  that  lhouid 
put  her  abfolutely  in  my  power,  and  flung 
from  me  with  an  air  of  reientrnent,  and 
indifference,  that  I  thought  very  extraor¬ 
dinary.  I  took  the  liberty  alio  to  talk  to 
Lothario ,  to  put  him  in  mind  of  our  (et- 
tled  friendfhip  *,  and  befought  him,  with 
tears  in  my  eyes,  not  to  interrupt,  by  his 
prefence,  a  happinefs  that  had  never  been 
difiurb’d  before.  Lothario ,  put  on  an  af¬ 
fected  furprize  at  all  that  I  (aid,  and  an- 
fwer’d  me  in  too  ludicrous  a  drain  for  a 
matter  of  fuch  importance  •,  fo  that  had 
not  my  uncle  that  moment  appear’d,  h is 
treatment  of  me  might  have  been  fatal  to 
him.  From  this  time  I  abiented  myfelf 
from  their  company  ;  but,  by  all  the  pri¬ 
vate  means  I  could  devife,  watch’d-  their 
motions,  and  having  feed  all  our  fervants 

to 
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to  bring  me  intelligence  of  what  they 
heard  and  law,  was  foon  convinc’d  they 
took  inch  freedoms  as  did  not  comport  with 
the  dencacy  of  Maria  to  fuffer.  Once,  he 
even  went  ib  far  as  to  take  her  round  the 
neck  and  kifs  her,  upon  fome  fmart  thing 
fhe  had  laid,  the5  my  uncle  was  prefent  in 
the  room,  which  fhe,  fo  far  irom  relent¬ 
ing,  feem’d  pleas’d  with.  Irritated  to  the 
Jafr  degree,  I  at  length  fent  him  the  fol¬ 
lowing  note. 


MEET  me  tomorrow,  at  fix  in  the 
evening,  in  the  arbour  at  the  bottom 
of  the  orchard.  I  have  provided  two 
piffols,  and  expedt  fatisfaftion  for  your 
bafe  ufage  of  the  defpairing 

Delanio. 


The  fervant  that  carry’d  it,  return’d  in 
about  half  an  hour  to  my  apartment,  with 
the  following  anfwer,  which,  to  make  me 
absolutely  mad,  he  told  me  Maria  had 
1'een  before  it  was  given  him. 

My  dear  Delanio, 

I  Would  advife  you  to  make  all  the  hafte 
you  can  up  to  London — Navigat  Anticy - 
ram — and  apply  to  Tyfon  or  Monroe  for 
redrefs  in  your  complaint. — You  are  really 

and 
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and  bona  fide  a  mad  man,  and  whilft  you 
coop  yourfejf  up  as  you  do,  you  will  never 
be  cured.  I  wait  only  for  the  happy  mo¬ 
ment  of  the  return  of  your  reaion,  and 
will  then  leave  your  territories  •,  immedi¬ 
ately  too,  if  you  defire  it.  I  fhould  be  as 
mad  as  you,  were  1  to  face  a  lunatick  arm¬ 
ed  with  a  pair  of  piftols.  Ha!  Ha!  Ha! 

Adieu , 

Lothario. 

Words  cannot  paint  my  rage  on  this 
occafion,  I  was  going,  that  inftant,  to  dii- 
charge  a  brace  of  balls  thro5  his  didoyal 
heart — when  one  of  my  fcouts  brought 
word,  that  he  and  Maria  had  juft  got  on 
horfeback,  and  were  fetting  out  that  minute 
for  Bath.  It  was  dark  almoft,  and  now  I 
was  convinc’d  that  I  was  totally  wretched. 
Egg’d  on  with  revenge  and  fury,  I  ran  down 
from  my  apartment,  and  fally’d  out,  not 
waiting  to  fpeak  to  my  uncle,  who  would 
have  flopp’d  me,  and  made  fuch  expea lti- 
on  that  I  loon,  tho’  on  foot,  thought  i 
heard  their  horfes  tread  before  me,  and 
foon  after  the  perjur’d  falfe  Maria  cry 
Well,  Sir,  I  fuppofe  my  Oroondates  is  ftrut- 
ting  about,  by  this  time,  in  all  the  attitudes 
of  tragedy — I  can’t  fay  but  I  pity  him! 
Poor  man  !  I  hope  this  adventure  will  cure 
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inm— how  blind  he  is  to  his  own  failings! 
•  lVioie  flie  fa  id,  but  too  low  for  me  to 

ei^'  naeec‘  ^  was  all  over  convuls’d  with 
palfion,  and,  flinging  the  piftol  away  that 
v/as  cock  d  ready  for  execution,  I  cry’J 
our,  as  loud  as  1  could,  bafe  friend  !— 

i'uel  fan  .  enjoy  the  fruits  of  your  trea¬ 
chery— ror  me  are  referv’d  mifery  and  de- 
ipsur,  and  all  the  pangs  that  hell  can  inGidl! 

,  tJt'aV:-'n  will  punifli  fuch  perfidy  !■  I 
tnrew  myfelf,  in  uttering  thefe  words,”  up¬ 
on  t  ie  ground,  and  fhed  a  flood  of  tears 
ipnnging  from  real  anguifh,  and  got  up 
again  with  a  firm  refolution  never  more  to 
return  home  ;  but  to  wander  thro’  the  wilds 
and  defarts,  there  to  vent  my  complaints, 
tui  death  reliev’d  me  from  my  woes.  I 
ceciin  d  the  open  ways,  and  fwore  never 
rnoic  to  let  foot  on  that  curs’d  road,  where 
J  heard  fo  plain  a  confirmation  of  all  my 
dreaded  misfortune  :  Ever  fince,  now  two 
e-y.h  and  a  night,  Savernajk' s  lofty  trees, 
Crckwood's  fequefter’d  fhades,  and  Black* 
moire's  dreary  gloom,  have  alone  witnefs’d 
niy  tcars*  and  1  had  not  many  hours  enter-  * 
ed  Pevejham  s  groves,  when  providence  di¬ 
rected  your  cries  to  my  ears,  and  happy 
am  I  that  I  could  affift  you  in  your  peril. 

I  hus,  madam,  you  have  my  calamitous  re¬ 
lation,  and  tho*  my  cars  were  open,  attend- 
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ing  ro  your  kory  ;  yet  1  think  it  was  not 
fo  fraught  with  horror  as  mine.  At  this 
conclufion,  he  wip’d  his  eyes,  and  then 
caft  them  up  towards  heaven,  in  a  deplor¬ 
ing  manner.  Ranger  and  Leonora ,  who 
were  greatly  difappointed,  ftafd  at  each  * 
other,  and  fhook  their  heads  ;  nor  could 
the  lady  help,  foon  after,  burking  out  in¬ 
to  a  loud  laugh,  at  which  Delanio  feeming 
quite  difconcerted,  fne  cry’d — Excufe  me, 
dear  Sir!  I’ll  tell  you  the  reafon  of  my 
laughter!  Ha!  Ha!  Ha!  Did  ever  mortal 
fo  attentively  liken  to  a  tale  as  I  have  done 
to  yours  ?  Was  ever  creature  fo  deceived  ? 
Why  lexpefted  at  leak  that  you  had  found 
Maria  falie,  and  had  ocular  demonkration 
of  it*,  that  you  had  murder’d  Lothario  and 
her,  and  fet  Mr.  CarR s  houfe  on  fire,  with, 
other  funek  aftions.  But,  truly,  Sir,  I’ll 
deal  plainly  with  you,  1  fancy  you  have 
really,  as  your  uncle  told  you,  been  too 
deeply  gone  into  the  regions  of  romance, 
from  whence  you  have  borrowed  your  no¬ 
tions  of  delicacy,  againk  which  poor  Ala¬ 
rm  fo  offended  :  This  working,  in  concert 
with  the  gloom  of  your  conkitntion,  pro¬ 
duced  that  krange  jealoufy  to  which  your 
prefent  uneaknefs  is  owing,  and  which,  by 
all  that  I  can  perceive  fhe  was  taking  fome 
kind  methods  to  cure,  before  the  words  for 

better , 
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better,  for  worfe,  had  been  pronounc’d  over 
you.  Don’t  blulh,  Sir,  I  believe  I  have 
hit  the  right  nail  on  the  head.  Come 
chearup!  that  gentleman  and  I  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  reftore  you  to  yourfelf,  we’ll 
take  you  back  to  Marlborough ,  and  cure 
you  of  your  Sylvejlrian  difeafe - 

Beware  of  jealoufy,  ■  that  green- ey'd  monfter  ! 

you’ll  find  a  very  neceffary  caution,  I  allure 
you.  What,  cannot  a  woman  fpeak  to 
another  man,  but  her  fweetheart  muff 
think  her  naught  ?  Fye,  fve,  Twain,  you 
have  more  probably  involv’d  your  Maria, 
and  all  the  family,  in  iorrow  by  their  un¬ 
certainty  of  what  is  become  of  you  !  Good 
God  !  why  I  fuppofe  you  have  eat  nothing 
but  fighs,  and  drank  nothing  but  tears  in 
your  exile,  Here’s  fupper  arriv’d  upon 
the  table,  take  that  chicken  and  cut  it  up, 
iiian  .  Come ,  come,  a  glafs  or  two  of  wine 
will  infpirit  you,  and  you’ll  not  fee  things 
in  the  difrnal  light  you  did  when  you  had 
immtir  d  yourfelf  in  your  chamber,  brood¬ 
ing  over  your  fufpicions  and  fears,  and  en- 
teiing  into  leagues  with  your  fervants  to 
detect  their  miftrefs  in  a  laugh  or  a  lniile, 
behind  your  back.  When  ever  you  mar¬ 
ry,  let  Prior's  maxim  be  obey’d  by  you, 

in 
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in  the  conduct  of  your  fpoufe,  of  which 
you’ll  ever  reap  the  lalutary  elieCts, 

Be  to  her  virtues  ever  kind. 

Be  to  her  faults  a  little  blind  ; 

Bet  all  her  ways  be  unconfin  'd. 

And,  clap  your  -padlock — on  her  mind. 

RANGER,  who  had  fhook  the  bed  under 
him  with  laughter,  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  ftory,  and  Leonoras  leCture  of  ad¬ 
vice,  having  flipp’d  on  his  clothes,  on  the 
further  fide  of  the  bed,  came  and  fat  at 
table  with  them,  where  he  lent  his  aid  to 
Leonora  to  banter  the  rueful  Delanio  out  of 
his  frenzy.  Finding  him  coming  too,  and 
yielding  to  their  intreaties  of  going  with 
them  to  Marlborough,  and  having  conceiv¬ 
ed  a  good  opinion  of  his  honour  and 
courage,  tho’  not  of  the  ftrength  of  his 
intellects.  Ranger,  held  him  a  long  and  ex¬ 
cellent  difcourfe  of  the  abfurd  nature  of 
his  malady,  and  the  dreadful  milchiefs  it 
might  occalion  him,  hereafter,  in  the  ma¬ 
trimonial  ftate,  if  he  did  not  ufe  his  en¬ 
deavour  to  get  over  it,  repeating  to  him 
thefe  lines, 

Thofe  people  whom  folks  cuckolds  calf 
Three  creatures  reprefent  them  all : 

Oft 


I 


/ 


* 


96  The  Juvenile  Adventures 

Oft  have  I  feen  on  plat  of  grafts , 

A  Jhaggy  goat ,  ^  ram,  an  afs  : 

Old  grey-beard  throws  behind  his  horns , 
And  the  reproach  he  fees  not  fcorns  ; 

Gibby  in  vain  from  fcandal  flies. 

His  horns  hang  ever  in  his  eyes  ; 

But  Jack  the  great  eft  wretch  appears , 

Who  takes  for  horns  his  lopping  ears . 

Then  they  both  canvafs’d  over  the  ftory  he 
had  told  them,  enter’d  into  all  thofe  circum- 
ftances  from  which  he  had  form’d  his  ima¬ 
ginary  ills,  and,  as  plainly,  as  they  could, 
without  hearing  the  other  fide  of  the  ques¬ 
tion,  convinc’d  him  Maria  was  innocent, 
and  he  a  mere  vifionary.  In  fine  he  was 
lo  far  wrought  upon,  that  he  agreed  to 

return  to  his  uncle’s  with  them  the  next 

& 

day  ;  he  began  to  doubt  of  the  reality  of  his 
mifhaps ;  thought  himfelf  too  credulous 
and  precipitate,  and,  *  before  he  went  to 
reft,  was  fill’d  with  as  much  grief  at  the 
apprehenfion  of  having  injur’d  his  Maria , 
by  unjuft:  and  ungenerous  fufpicions,  as  he 
had  before  been  with  anger  and  defpair  at 
her  infidelity.  They  lay  later  than  ordina¬ 
ry  the  next  day,  lb  that  they  din’d  before 
they  fet  out,  and  the  reft  and  refrefhment 
Belanio  had  had,  and  the  hope  of  finding 
his  fair  one  innocent,  and  his  friend  un¬ 
tainted  with  ingratitude,  made  him  a  to- 

4  lerable 
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lerable  companion.  Ranger  furniffi’d  him 
with  clean  linen  from  his  wardrobe,  and 
they  fet  out  in  a  pleafant  afternoon,  Leo¬ 
nora  longing  to  unravel  the  (lory  of  Maria  \ 
and  arriv’d  at  the  fkirts  of  Marlborough , 
at  about  eight  in  the  evening.  They  put 
up  at  a  noted  inn,  and,  by  agreement,  left 
Belanio  there  •,  for  as  he  had  muffled  him- 
felt  up,  the  people  could  not  difeover 
who  he  was;  whilft  Ranger  and  Leonora 
went  to  Mr.  Carr's  to  break  the  matter 
properly  for  his  return  home.  When  they 
had  enquired  for  that  gentleman,  they 
were  introduc  d  to  him  in  an  handfome  par¬ 
lour,  where  nc  was  fitting  with  a  young 
gentleman,  who,  at  firft  fight,  they  judg’d 
was  Lothario.  At  the  entry  of  a  Gentle¬ 
man  and  lady  whofe appearance  was  fuperior 
to  the  common  (lamp,  they  got  up  and  po- 
utAy  faluted  them,  and,  being  feared. 
Ranger  thus  addrefs  d  the  apothecary  : 
Have  you  not,  Sir,  a  nephew,  who  has 
been  fome  clays  miffing  ? — This  very  quef* 
tion  chas  d  all  tne  red  from  their  cheeks, 
with  apprehenfion,  and  the  old  gentleman 
reply’d,  with  precipitation— Yes ;  Sir,  Oh  » 

too  futely  my  fears  are  confirm’d,  and  the 
unfortunate  youth  is  no  more! — ’Tis  all 
my  doing— 1  trifled  too  far  with  his  mala¬ 
dy  !  No,  added  Lothario  ;  for  it  was  really 
VoL‘  F  him. 
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him,  his  i.  Sir,  am  culpable;  by  doing  all 
in  my  power  to  make  his  future  days  hap¬ 
py. — I  have  loft  the  fincereft  friend  breath¬ 
ing,  and  caus’d  the  prefent  grievous  ilinefs 
ot  your  daughter ! — Ranger  and  Leonora , 
heard  thefe  unftudied  exclamations  with 
delight,  as  it  thoroughly  juftify’d  their  fen- 
timents,  and  what  they  had  advanced  to 
Lelanio ,  and  the  former  reply’d. — Sir,  you 
have  no  occafion  to  be  fo  moved,  Lelanio 
is  alive  and  well- — we  accidentally  met  to¬ 
gether,  he  told  his  ftory,  and  we  perceiv’d 
he  was  a  felf  tormentor ,  which  engaged  us 
in  endeavours  to  cure  him,  and  we  have 
fo  far  effected  it,  that  he  is  now  in  Marl¬ 
borough  ;  but  our  regard  to  him,  kept  us 
from  forcing  him  to  your  embraces,  fearful 
we  might  be  deceiv’d  in  our  conjectures, 
and  that  he  might  be  the  injured  party .• — ■ 
Dear,  Sir!  dear  madam  !  the  uncle  reply’d, 
how  kind,  how  confiderate  you  have  been! 
and  if  you  have  reftor’d  him  to  himfelf, 
how  invaluable  the  favour!  My  daughter 
has  not  left  her  bed  fince  his  departure  ;  fhe 
lov’d  him  with  an  unfeigned  affection  ;  but 
was  willing  to  cure  him  of  a  jealous  hu-. 
mour  that  feem’d  too  natural  to  him,  and 
which  he  difcover’d  firft  upon  this  worthy 
youth’s  coming  amongft  us,  whofe  fenti- 
mcnts  are  too  lull  and  generous  to  lead 

him 
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him  to  injure  his  friend.  Ranger  return’d. 
Well,  Sir,  Delanio  is  worth  your  daughter’s 
acceptance  •,  bating  this  conftitutiohal. 
gloom  which,  in  a  great  meafure,  reflexion 
may  relieve  him  from,  I  verily  think  there 

is  not  a  more  deferving  man  breathing _ _ 

I’ll  fend  one  of  my  fervants — No— I’ll 
fetch  him  myfelf,  quite  calm  and  recover- 
cd>  t0  your  embraces.  Do,  Sir,  the  old 
gentleman  reply’d,  whilft  I,  with  this 
good  lady,  go  up  to  my  daughter,  and 
preparedly  let  her  know  that  he  is  alive 
and  ready  to  throw  himfelf  at  her  feet! 
Ranger  immediately  fet  out,  and  when  he 
came  to  the  inn,  inform’d  Delanio  of  all 
that  had  palled  ;  but  when  he  had  men¬ 
tioned  the  illnefs  of  Maria ,  that  romantic 
lover  was  thrown  into  fuch  agonizing  paf- 
fions,  that  he  really  thought  his  brain  was 
quite  turn’d ;  he  beat  his  bread,  figh’d 
damp’d  fwore,  pray’d,  all  in  one  breath! 
and  fallied  forth,  even  before  Ranger 
could  get  himfelf  ready  to  attend  him.  °lt 
had  been  thought  proper  for  Lothario  to 
be  out  of  the  way  at  his  entrance,  and  he 
threw  himfelf  on  his  knees  before  his  un¬ 
cle,  with  fo  mortify’d  a  look,  as  difarmed 
him  at  once  of  his  refentment.  In  the  in¬ 
terim  Leonora  had  been  left  with  Maria 
whofe  amiablenefs,  and  whofe  redtitude  of 

2  heai  r. 
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heart,  had  quite  captivated  her,  and  in 
the  mod  prepar’d  manner  had  let  her 
know  the  condition  and  repentance  of  her 
lover.  This  tidings  had  fuch  an  inftan- 
taneous  eflfefl,  that  fhe  was  foon  after  able 
to  leave  her  bed  ;  indeed  her  fpirits  had 
been  chiefly  affefted,  which,  in  a  littie 
time  longer,  might  have  prov’d  produdtive 
of  home  terrible  diforder,  if  not  of  death 
itfeif.  She  feem’d  to  take  a  prodigious 
pleafure  in  Leonora  s  good  offices,  and  ftu- 
dy’d  to  repay  her  by  putting  on  a  cheartul 
and  compos’d  air.  Mr.  Carr ,  her  father, 
foon  after  Delanic' s  arriva1,  came  up  to 
them,  inform’d  his  daughter  that  his  ne- 
ph  ew  waited  her  confent  and  commands  to 
attend  her,  and  fhe,  very  eagerly,  defil’d  to 
fee  him.  He  was  therefore  diredfly  told 
the  glad  requeft,  and  foon  after  entering 
the  chamber,  follow’d  by  Ranger ,  who 
was  quite  charm’d  at  the  lovelinefs  of 
Maria ,  flung  himfelf  on  his  knees  be¬ 
fore  her,  and  cry’d,  Ah!  my  injur’d  fair, 
can  you  forgive  a  wretch  who  has  io  un- 
juftly,  in  his  mind,  held  you  guilty  of 
what  I  fure  your  foul  abhors.  Pardon, 
thou  dear  excellence,  a  crime  which  was 
caus’d  by  txcefs  of  love!  But  the  future 
aim  of  my  alt  ions  fnal!  be  to  efface  from 
your  bread  fuch  difagreeable  remem¬ 
brances. 

/ 
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brances.  Ah!  Maria — what  dire  lengths 
had  my  frenzy  like  to  have  carry’d  me! 
She  held  out  her  hand  to  raife  him,  which 
he  kifs’d  with  great  fervency,  and  re¬ 
ply  5d,  My  Delanio ,  tho5  you  have  made 
me  fuffer  greatly  by  your  unreafonable 
way  of  thinking,  and  your  odd  way  of  act¬ 
ing,  yet  I  feel,  1  cannot  indulge  any  re- 
fentment  *,  you  have  a  gentle  pleader  in 
my  bofom,  that  tells  me  your  unhappmefs 
would  be  my  own.  But  1  hope  this  will 
be  the  laft  time  you  will  nurfe  yourfelf  up 
in  fuch  idle  fancies.  Can  you  fee,  calmly, 
the  injur’d  Lothario ,  who  is  too  much  your 
friend  not  to  be  deeply  affiidted  at  what 
has  pafs’d  ?  He  return’d,  I  will  fly  on  the 
wings  of  impatience  to  greet  that  dear 
youth,  and  to  afk  his  forgivenefs.  Then 
turning  towards  Ranger  and  Leonora  he 
continued  ;  —  but  to  you — my  excellent 
friends — to  you,  I  am  indebted  for  this  re- 
ftoration  to  reafon — to  felicity!  And  I, 
rejoin’d  Maria ,  owe  them  more  thanks 
than  tongue  can  utter.  By  this  time  the 
uncle  and  Lothario  had  enter’d  the -room, 
and  the  latter,  and  Delanio,  exchang’d  many 
warm  embraces,  and  a  pardon  and  total 
oblivion  of  all  offences  was  fign’d  on  both 
fides.  1  hey  then,  finding  it  would  not 
incommode  Maria ,  entered  into  a  gay  and 
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free  converfation,  upon  other  matters,  and 
all  parties  feem’d  charm’d  with  each  other. 
Ranger  broke  in  upon  them,  at  length,  by 
faying,  Excufe  me  gentlefolks,  for  remind¬ 
ing  you,  once  more,  of  fome  late  occur¬ 
rences  ;  but  1  do  it  that  nothing  may  here¬ 
after  arife  to  difturb  the  harmony  of  this 

¥ 

amiable  couple  •,  for  perhaps  Delanio ,  at 
fome  gloomy  moment  may  recollect  certain 
things  that  gave  rife  to  his  late  fufpicions, 
and  it  may  poifon  the  fweets  he  enjoys. 
He  then  ran  over  the  particulars  of  the 
ftory  that  gentleman  had  told  to  him  and 
Leonora ,  and,  when  he  had  concluded,  Maria 
made  the  following  reply  :  1  perceiv’d, 
with  pain,  that  my  relu&ance  to  indulge 
my  Delanio ,  in  fome  innocent  freedoms  he 
took  before  Lothario ,  was  very  difagree- 
able  to  him,  and  yet  it  was  w'hat  I  thought 
prudence  and  decency  demanded  of  me  : 
My  uncle  and  Lothario  alfo  perceiv’d 
this  jealous  humour  grow  upon  him,  and 
the  former  join’d  with  me,  in  his  appre- 
henfions  of  the  future  confequences  ot  it*, 
\ve  determin’d  then  to  work  it  up  to  a  pro¬ 
per  pitch,  and  then  to  make  him  afham’d 
of  his  injurious  treatment.  This  dictated 
our  behaviour  to  him,  my  anfwer  to  his 
complaints,  and  that  of  Lothario ,  who,  I 
mult  here  declare,  was  ever  his  advocate 

and 
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and  fincercly  enter’d  into  our  griefs,  at  the 
unhappy  alteration  of  his  behaviour,  whicn 
had  carry’d  him  iuch  lengths  as  to  bribe 
and  league  with  the  fervants  to  pry  into 
all  my  aftions.  They  were,  however,  fo 
much  troubled  at  their  pffice,  that  had  we 
not  order’d  them  to  continue  it,  they 
would  have  left  our  fervice  on  account  of 
it.  We  di&ated  all  they  told  him,  and, 
tho’  it  went  to  my  heart,  to  think  of  the 
pain  and  anxiety  the  poor  dear  man  under¬ 
went,  yet  1  knew  the  fore  mu  ft  be  prob’d 
to  the  bottom,  to  work  a  cure,  without 
which  I  fhould  have  been  miferable  for  the 
remainder  of  my  days.  Our  getting  on 
horfeback  was  all  a  deception  ;  we  were 
in  the  houfe  at  the  time  he  fo  madly  talli¬ 
ed  out,  and  Lothario  and  my  father  took  a 
compafs  to  meet  him,  in  order,  by  fo  glar¬ 
ing  a  proof  of  his  extravagance,  to  convince 
him  of  his  miftakes  •,  but,  by  fome  means 
or  other,  were  fo  unfortunate  as  to  mifs  him, 
which  gave  us  fuch  fevere  pangs  as  cannot 
be  deferib’d,  and  brought  me  to  death’s 
door  ;  for  long  I  fhould  not  have  liv’d  un¬ 
der  the  torturing  apprehenfions  that  aOaii’d 
me,  and  the  lofs  of  all,  l  can  with  truth 

fay,  that  I  held  moft  dear,  which  I  could 

not  help  accufing  myfelf  for  being  the  fa¬ 
tal  caufe  of.  Here  the  charming  maid 

'  F  4  conclud- 


Ic4  ^ Je  Juvenile  Adventures 

concluded,  and  Delanio  flinging  himfelf 
again  at  her  feet,  all  covered  with  fhame 
and  confufion,  acknowledged  his  error,  and 
iaid  he  never  deferv’d  pardon  of  her.  for  his 
faults,  or  oi  ins  uncle  or  Lothario . 

When  they  had  continued  as  long  as 
was  thought  convenient  in  Maria's  cham¬ 
ber,  they  left,  her  to  her  repofe,  and  her 
uncle  Lx  d  the  day  of  their  marriage  for 
t^e  I v con d  cay  afterwards,  and  fo  carnefldy 
join’d  Delanio  in  his  intreaties  to  Ranger 
and  Leonora  to  fltay  and  partake  of  their 
joy,  that,  pi  epoiTels  d  as  they  were  in  their 
favour,  they  could  not  refufe  them. 


c  H  A  p.  v. 

Marriage  of  Delanio  and  Maria.— Ranger 
and  .Leonora  fet  out  for  London  with 
Lothario — An  occurrence  which  the  reader 
would  fcarce  have  dreamed  of. — Arrive  in 
London. — Prior’ j  motto  verified. 

G\  i\  It  A  r  preparations  were  made  at 
f  Mr.  Carr  s  for  the  celebration  of  the 
clpoufals  of  this  amiable  pair,  who  were 
now  to  be  link’d  together  in  indiffoluble 
bands.  Leonora  was  diredfrefs  of  every 
thing  that  regarded  the  drefs  and  proper 

decorum 
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decorum  of  the  bride,  whilft  Lange}  was 
as  ftudious  to  oblige  Ddanio  with  his  in- 
ftrudtions,  as  well  for  his  conduct  in  the 
approaching  feftival  as  nis  future  behaviour 
in  life.  Mr.  Carr  and  Lothario  were  prin¬ 
cipally  bufied  in  making  provifion  for  the 
marriage  feaft  \  which  the  old  gentleman 
fo  far  indulg’d  his  hofpitable  humour  in, 
as  to  intend  for  a  jubilee,  not  only  for  his 
own  family  but  all  his  friends  and  neigh¬ 
bours.  For  the  feaft,  a  large  tent  was  erected 
in  the  orchard;  and,  in  its  neighbourhood, 
another  well  floor’d,  for  the  paltimes  ot 
the  day,  where  the  lads  and  laflfes  were  def- 
tin’d  to  curvet  and  f rifle  about,  in  honour 
of  the  new  married  pair.  A  band  of  mufick 
was  provided,  and  the  lpits  already  groan  d 
under  the  reeking  offerings  made  upon 
this  occafion  to  Hymen.  Ddamo  led  his 
Maria  to  the  church,  whofe  biufhes  denot¬ 
ed  modefty  and  mingled  expectation, 
whilft  her  groom  walked,  proudly  conici- 
ous,  by  her  fide,  of  having  the  poficflion 
of  a  treafure  that  fecur’d  his  future  days 
from  anxiety  and  folitude.  Mr.  C arry 
Ranger ,  Lothario  and  Leonora  follow  ki 
next,  and  after  them  a  long  train  of  friends 
and  neighbours  of  the  family,  and  a  crowd 
of  gazers  furrounded  the  proceffion  *,  thole 
that  had  long  worn  the  fetters  of  wedlock, 

F  5  with. 
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^/ith  an  air  of  important  experience,  con¬ 
templated  the  facrifice  that  was  going  to  be 
made  of  this  pure  virgin  •,  whilft  the  wifhing 
nymphs  and  gaping  fwains,  that  had  ne- 
ti)  d  the  noofe,  fleer’d  in  the  faces  of 
the  bride  and  bridegroom,  making  un- 

iucky  an(^  arc^  comments  upon  their  looks 
and  manner  of  carriage,  not  without  cer¬ 
tain  whilpers,  full  of  double  entendre ,  of  the 
confcquences  that  would  refult  from  the 
ceremony  before  next  morning.  The  cu¬ 
rate  for  the  incumbent  of  the  parifli  was 
then  at  St.  James  s,  folJiciting  a  plurality) 
vas  waiting  with  his  attendant  clerk  at  the 
Ci.urch  door,  longing  for  the  arrival  of  the 
parties,  and  eager  to  difpatch  his  office, 
for,  right  well  he  ween’d,  that  then  would 
eniue  elymoflnary  firloin,  and  the  fmok- 
ing  pudding,  befides  other  cates  that  par* 
iu^s  aie  well  known  to  fcent  with  remark- 
able  eager n els.  At  length  then,  with  a 
flow  and  folcmn  pace,  they  reach’d  the 
hoi)  f pot ^  where  this  Arar.ge  metamorphofis 
was  to  be  wrought  of  a  man  and  woman, 
into  a  man  and  his  wife  ;  and  that  the  rib 
was  once  more  to  be  myfterioufly  taken 
cut  of  Adam' s  fide.  Oid  RuJtycaJJ'ock  per- 
foi  iii  d  his  buhnefs  well  ;  Ameny  with  a 
ftentorian  voice,  made  the  temple  echo 
a^ain  ;  Ddanio  fpoke  with  boldnefs,  and 

Maria 
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Maria  with  a  modeft  diffidence  went  thro* 
the  ceremony,  and  even  pronounc’d  thofe 
dreaded  words,  Love ,  honour  and  obey ,  which 
fo  confounds  the  haughty  fpirits  of  our 
goddeffes,  without  changing  her  voice  to  a 
Jower  key.  They  return’d  from  the  church, 
in  much  the  fame  order  they  went  there, 
fave  that  the  parfon  and  clerk  were  added 
to  the  number,  who  walk’d  with  the  io- 
lemnity  effential  to  their  functions.  The 
dinner  was  grand  and  magnificent,  con- 
iidering  the  rank  of  the  perfons,  the  (ports 
were  continued  till  midnight,  and  Leonora 
and  her  paramour  had  never  been  more  de¬ 
lighted,  than  in  the  difplay  of  humour  in 
the  country  people  upon  this  occafion. 
Ranger  had,  in  conjunction  with  Lothario , 
who  was  a  youth  of  a  lively  genius,  con¬ 
triv’d  a  kind  of  mafque  to  be  perform’d  at 
night,  in  which,  Hymen  was  introduc’d,  as 
the  author  of  true  felicity,  Cupid  attending 
him,  and  Jealoufy ,  ruthful  fiend,  enviouQy 
attempting  to  imbitter  the  joys  they  had 
in  ffore.  Venus ,  the  goddefs  of  beauty, 
firft  led  up  the  bride  to  the  altar,  with 
all  the  melting  graces  that  diftinguifli  her 
charafter *,  but  when  ffie  returns,  Minerva , 
the  patronefs  of  wifdom  and  prudence, 
takes  the  guidance  of  her,  and  delivers  her 
into  the  arms  of  her  hufband,  who  is  Rip- 

ported 
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ported  by  Fidelity  and  Conftancy.  The  fob 

lowing  dialogue  was  fung  by  the  married 
pair. 


A  Nuptial  Song. 


HA  PP  /,  now,  thy  Twain  can  languid). 
Freed  from  anxious  pain  and  care! 
i  his  the  (rate  fo  free  from  anguifh, 

Every  joy  is  center’d  here ! 


In  my  Delia’s  lovely  features, 

All  that  charms  my  eyes  I  view  ; 
Sweetefl  fine,  of  earthly  creatures, 
Ever  tender,  virtuous,  true  ! 


SHE. 

Oh !  my  Damon  Jet  me  tell  thee, 

Fondly  leaning  on  thy  bread. 

What  felicity  befel  me, 

When  my  Damon  firft  carefs’d  ; 

Fird  carefs’d,  his  Delia ,  fighing, 

Prefs’d  her  eager  ’tween  his  arms, 
Killing,  panting,  murm’ring,  dying, 
Tun’d  her  foul  to  love’s  alarms. 

FI  E. 

Oh  !  if  thefe  young  joys  could  gain  thee, 

Vv  hat  mud  riper  pleafures  bring, 

That  with  blufh  can  never  dain  thee. 

And  from  reafon’s  fountain  fpring  ; 

Whilft 
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Whilft  with  awe  and  paffion  mingled, 

I  thy  heavenly  mind  furvey. 

Every  joyous  rapture  kindled, 

'  Jealous  fears  exil’d  away  ! 

SHE. 

Yes,  my  Damon ,  hence  for  ever, 

Every  difcord,  ev’ry  ft  rife, 

Worft  of  ills,  nor  e’er  can  fever, 

Thofe  who  thus  are  join’d  for  life : 

Join’d,  each  others  blifs  confulting, 

Ever  careful  ftill  topleafe. 

Every  happinefs  refolding. 

From  fuch  well  pair’d  fouls  as  thefe! 

BOTH. 

Let  us  then  fwell  the  notes,  and  mufic’s 
voice. 

Applaud  in  loudeft  ftrains  cur  well  form’d 
choice  : 

To  blifs  like  ours  celeftial  praife  be  given  *, 
For  marriage  is  the  fav’rite  gift  of  heaven. 

All  thefe  things  concluded,  at  length, 
the  bride  and  bridegroom,  attended  by  a  few 
feledt  perfons  of  both  fexes,  retir’d  to  their 
chamber,  were  undrefs’d  with  all  the  accuf- 
tomed  formalities,  not  forgetting  even  the 
antient  ceremony  of  flinging  the  flock¬ 
ing,  and  put  to  bed,  where  we  fhall  leave 
the  amorous  pair  to  revel  in  thofe  delights, 

which 
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which  need  no  defcription,  as  the  greateft 
part  of  my  readers  both  male  and  female 
have,  no  aoubt,  themfelves  experienc’d 
tnem,  and  thole  who  have  not,  need  no 
other  dimulus  than  that  of  nature  to  prompt 
them  to  initate  themfelves  in  the  fame 
my  (I  tries.  Indeed,  I  muft  confefs,  I  am 
not  my  own  friend,  as  an  author,  in  thus 
concealing  what  pals’d  between  them  in 
theie  delightful  moments  ;  becaufe  a  little 
of  that  fame  lafcivious  defcription,  has  been 
found  an  infallible  receipt  to  promote  the 
fale.of  works  of  this  nature ;  but  I  happen 
to  be  of  his  grace  of  Buckingham's  opinion, 

Immodeji  words  (or  fcenes)  admit  of  no  defence , 
And  want  of  decency  is  want  of  fenfe  ; 

and  therefore  final!  neither  offend  one  part 
of  my  readers  or  gratify  the  foul  expedi¬ 
tions  of  the  other. — I  had  rather  all  the 
volumes  I  ever  wrote,  and  they  are  not 
a  few,  were  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  com¬ 
mon  hangman,  than,  wittingly,  raife  one 
profane  or  one  loofe  idea  in  the  minds  of 
thole  who  do  me  the  honour  of  a  perufal ; 
fo  that  the  world  may  conjedlure  I  am  nei¬ 
ther  a  Garretteer  nor  a  Grubean. 

Vv  £  fhall  (hut  the  chamber  door,  then, 
of  the  new  married  pair  with 

Omnia  vincit  Amor ;  et  nos  cedamus  amori : 

and 
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and  leave  the  four,  the  fplenetick  and  the 
envious,  to  gnafh  their  teeth  in  the  entry, 
and  the  old  fully  batchelors  to  imitate  the 
fox  in  the  fable,  and  call  thofe  grapes  four 
which  they  never  could  reach.  Eet  them 
ail  take  advice,  if  they  regret  the  hap- 
pinefs  enjoy’d  by  the  Delanios  and  Marias , 
who  reap  l'uch  felecity  •, 

Might  overcomes  right ;  and  powerful  love 
can  conquer , 

'The  grey  hair’d  fenalor,  and  fparkifh  yonker. 
Then  fince  this  love  will  conquer  one  by  one , 
Let’s  all  agree  to  yield  the  work  is  done. 

However,  not  abfolutely  to  offend  my  ce¬ 
libate  readers,  for  it  is  the  bufinefs  of 
books  of  this  fpecies  to  pieafe  every  body, 
I’ll  tell  them  what  a  certain  old  gentleman 
has  fomewhere  •  faid . — How  fweet  is  the 
found  of  Dilucuh  furgere  Jaluberrimum  eft> 
when  it  can  be  pronounc’d  without  any 
one  to  contradift  it 

0  !  may  our  hours  of  life  be  unconfind , 

And  wear  an  equal  freedom  with  our  mind : 
And  may  no  fcreech  owl's  voice  from  curtains 
prate , 

How  your  diverting  friends  have  kept  you  late , 
And  when  Aurora  roufes  you  to  wealth , 

And  with  her  fragrant  dawn  would  give  you 
health , 

Obey 


» 
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Obey  her  voice :  And  let  it  not  be  /aid 
You  were  commanded  then  to  lie  in  bed . 

The  words, 

Amantium  ir<z  Amor  is  redintegratio  eft , 


plainly  feem  to  defcribe  the  opinion  of 
feme  old  philofophers,  That  envy  and  ft  rife 
was  the  fir  ft  principle  of  all  things;  and 
when  people  had  fought  and  Squabbled  till  * 
they  were  weary,  they  became  very  loving, 
and  fell  to  the  production  of  creatures. 


Men  fay  the  goddefs  ftrife  preftdes  above , 

And  cauftes  things ,  and  mixes  e’en  with  love: 
He  that  adores  her  muft  exp  e  hi  her  fcorny 
Whilfi  crowds  of  bleeding  [laves  her  ftate  adorn . 
She  wars ,  makes  peace ,  is  crofts ,  gay>  ftoiir9 
and  kindy 

And  flies  the  compafs  oft  the  various  wind ; 

But  when  [he  fee  ms  the  conqu  r  efts  in  the  field , 
She'll  in  that  unexpected  moment  yield . 

Then  let  Hymen\r  rites  begin  ; 

16  triumph .  Enter  in . 

But  you  that  have  tU  inconftant  torment  got , 
Confider  not  the  fortune  of  your  lot ; 

That  goddejs  who  now  bears  the  name  oft  wife 
Was  yours  for  hours  before  ;  now  his  for  life . 


Thus  having  Said  a  little  to  moderate  their 
chagrin,  in  the  ufual  ftrain  of  the  declaim- 

ers 


i 
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ers  a  gain  ft  matrimony,  I  m  u  ft  refume  my 

ftory. - -The  next  day  our  new  married 

folks  join’d  their  friends,  fomewhat  late 
in  the  morning,  and  feem’d  abundantly 
pleas’d  with  their  fituation  •,  and  now  Ran¬ 
ger  and  his  Leonora,  would  have  taken  their 
leave  and  fet  out  for  London ,  but  fo  much 
importunity  was  uled  to  detain  them, 
for  a  week  more,  by  the  worthy  Mr.  Carr9 
and  his  children,  that  they  were  oblig’d, 
out  of  civility  to  fubmit,  which  they  the  ra¬ 
ther  did,  as  Lothario ,  to  whom  they  had 
taken  a  great  liking,  had  promifed  then  to 
accompany  them  to  London. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  our 
adventurers,  during  the  time  of  their  con¬ 
tinuance  at  Marlborough ,  never  took  the 
liberties  warranted  in  a  man  and  his  wife  *, 
but  liv’d  and  adted  only  as  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintance,  fave  when  they  could  fteal 
fome  precious  private  moments,  to  indulge 
their  fondnefs  in,  which  feem’d  to  be  ftill 
upon  the  encreafe  on  both  fides  j  fo  that 
the  family  little  fufpedted  the  clofe  familia¬ 
rity  between  them.  Ranger  s  perfon  and 
addrefs  had  made  the  way  to  all  their  hearts, 
and  the  graces  of  Leonora ,  her  wit  and 
good  fenfe,  had  not  only  had  the  fame 
effedt,  but  had  deeply  fmitten  Lothario 
with  a  paffion  for  her  *  which,  at  length. 
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lie  ventur’d  to  break  to  her,  in  the  mod 
prepared  way,  at  the  fame  time  telling  her, 
iyfhe  had  any  the  lead  engagement  with  his 
friend  Mr.  Ranger ,  her  fign ideation  of  it  im¬ 
mediately  fhouldcaufe  him  todefift. — There 
is  an  innate  vanity  in  woman  that  is  too 
much  flatter’d  by  fuch  addreffes,  to  permit 
them  to  difguife  the  fatisfadlion  they  feel 
at  the  effects  of  their  charms  ;  befide,  Leo- 
nora,  as  my  readers  muft  have  obferved, 
was  naturally  fotnewhat  coquettifh,  and, 
but  for  the  indifference  Davy  had  fhewn 
towards  her,  would  have  led  him  a  dance 
that  would  have  made  his  heart  ach.  But 
it  happened  with  her,  as  it  does  with  mod 
of  the  fifterhood,  where  they  fancy  a  man, 
and  he  refills  their  yoke,  all  their  flirt  e 
Hoops  immediately,  and  from  domineering 
over  others,  they  become  downright  flaves 
the mfe Ives.  Thence  all  the  arts  Ihe  had 
us’d  to  get  the  poflfefTion  of  that  beloved 
man  ;  thence  all  the  indiferetions  her 
paffion  had  made  her  guilty  of;  and,  I, 
for  my  part,  am  ready  to  pronounce,  that 
it  was  rather  fickly  humour  and  pride, 
than  pure  love,  that  had  produc’d  the  pre- 
fent  correfpondence  with  Davy ,  and  her 
elopement  from  her  noble  family,  at  leaft 
this  chapter  v/ill  fo  indicate  ;  for  when  once 
a  fincere  paffion  has  taken  place  in  a  fe¬ 
male 
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male  foul,  I  hold  it  quite  impoffible  to 
drive  it  thence,  or  to  change  the  ohjed 
and,  of  all  conftancies,  that  of  a  woman, 

I  will  affert,  is  without  compare  the  moft 
lading,  and,  if  the  dear  creatures  are  us’d 
with  tendernels,  confideration  and  honour, 
has  fo  delightful  an  effedt  that  words  are 
too  faint,  too  low  to  defcribe.  My  male 
readers  will  excufe  me,  fince  I  have  digref- 
fed  fo  far,  if  I  lay  this  down  as  an  undoubt¬ 
ed  and  felf-evident  truth,  that  “  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  natural  foibles  of  the  fex  •, 
they  would  never  become  mean  or  bafe,  if 
the  men  did  not  fet  them  the  example,  or 
by  ill  ufage,  negleCt  and  want  of  tender- 
nefs,  either  caufe  imprudence  or  hatred.55 
—But  to  return- — Leonora ,  gave  Lothario 
fuch  an  anfwer,  as  tho’  it  left  him  little 
hope  of  fucceeding,  yet  egg’d  him  on  in  his 
purfuit  *,  but  as  to  her  connexion  with  Ran¬ 
ger  1  fhe  declin’d  faying  any  thing  about  it, 
wifely  confidering  that  a  rival  was  no  in- 
confiderable  fpur  to  the  conducting  of  an 
amour  with  fpirit  *,  nor  could  fhe  help 
dropping  fome  Battering  hints,  of  her  fa¬ 
mily  and  fortune,  the  more  to  iecure  the 
continuance  of  his  addreffes. — Poor  Leono¬ 
ra!  little  did  flie  imagine  what  a  fnare  fine 
had  laid  for  her  own  heart,  which  could  be 
laid  only  to  have  yielded  to  oppofuion  be¬ 
fore  y 
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We5  rC  n°W  wastobe  melted  by  real 

menl  f  fPPy ,lt  was’  t!)at  Davy’s  attach- 

i^  °  her  d,d  no‘  nfe  from  affedion, 
U.t  from  gratitude  and  compulfion  ;  and 

om  an  after  admiration  of  her  wit  and  good 

O  1  k,more  than  from  a  love  of  her  perfon. 

O  erw.fe  he  would,  with  bitternefs  of 

been  i  her  defedion>  and  have 

i  h;S  cha™‘ng  McCarthy.  As  it  hap* 
Pcned,  then,  that  neither  of  them  were  in- 
pired  with  a  real  genuine  regard  for  each 
’  Pr°ceeding  from  the  heart;  it  was 
a  picu.iar  good  fortune  that  Leonora  had 
fo  fau  d  herfelf  in  her  politicks,  as  never 
to  have  propos’d  matrimony,  which,  con- 
ldenng  all  tilings,  I  make  not  the  leaft 

brac'd*— W°Ujd  have  readily  em- 


DOT HA RI 0  was  the  only  fon  of  a 
baronet  in  Somerfetjhire ,  and  was  now 
twenty-three  years  of  age  ;  his  perfon  was 
term  d  very  advantageoufly,  and  he  had 
tnole  felt  graces  about  him,  his  features 
wore_  fomewhat  fo  touchingly  tender, 
that  it  was  almoft  impoflible  to  look  at 
him  with  infenlibility.  He  was  matter 
o  a  great  fund  of  acquir’d  knowledge, 
fpoke  with  a  grace,  danc’d  extremely  well, 
and  underflood  mufic  to  perfection,  and 


r 
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his  voice  might  vye  with  thofe  of  the 
celebrated  Beard  or  Lowe.  Add  to  all  this, 
that  he  was  fincere  and  generous,  and  no 
one  will  wonder  if  lady  Leonora ,  in  her 
turn,  foon  became  enamoured.  At  firft: 
fhe  treated  him  with  a  kind  of  filent  dif- 
dain,  and  yet  a  diftant  attention  to  his 
complaints,  which  he  made  in  a  manly,  tho* 
moving  manner  •,  but,  before  the  week  of 
their  fojourn  at  Mr.  Carr  s  was  expir’d, 
where  they  had  perpetual  opportunities  of 
being  together;  for  Ranger ,  was  not  at  all 
fufpicious  or  jealous,  he  had  gain’d  a  de¬ 
claration  from  her,  that  he  was  not  dif- 
agreeable  to  her.  Fir’d  by  this,  the  young- 
ftcr,  determin’d  to  follow  her  up  clofe^ 
and,  in  fhort,  made  fuch  progrels,  that, 
when  fhe  got  into  the  coach  to  come  to 
London ,  fhe  had  like  to  have  made  a  mil- 
take,  by  refufing  her  hand  to  Ranger ,  and 
giving  it  to  Lothario ,  to  hand  her  into  it, 
and  blufh’d  fo  extremely  at  it,  that,  then, 
for  the  firft  time,  that  once- lov’d  man  be¬ 
gan  to  furmize  what  had  happened,  which 
kept  him  fo  filent  and  difturb’d  during  the 
firft  day’s  journey,  that  Lothario ,  who  had 
conceiv’d  a  prodigious  value  for  him,  fre¬ 
quently  queftioned  him  as  to  the  fituation 
of  his  health.  What  difturb’d  Ranger 
was,  that  principle  of  honour,  which  tells 

the 
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the  pofteflor,  how  mean  and  difgraceful  it 
would  be,  tamely  to  iubmit  no  miftrefs  to 
his  rival  :  ’Tis  true  he  had  no  legal  proper¬ 
ty  in  her  •,  but  then  he  had,  he  imagin’d, 
a  very  tender  claim,  that  of  having  enjoy¬ 
ed  her  perfon.  However,  reafon,  at  length, 
hepp  d  into  his  aid,  and,  by  the  time  they 
came  to  Newberry ,  when  they  {topp’d  for 
that  night,  he  had  confider’d  fo  well  of 
matters,  that,  refiefting,  if  what  he  fufpe<5t- 
ed  lo  was  real,  upon  the  rank  and  fortune 
o{  Leonora,  and  the  worth  of  Lothario ,  as 
he  did  not  finu  himfeif  difpos’d  to  marry 
her,  he  determin’d,  with  all  his  power,  to 
promote  a  match  between  them,  and  there¬ 
upon  concluded  to  fpeak  to  her  about  it, 
that  very  night. 

I  fhould  have  juft  obferv’d,  that,  they 
parted  from  Mr.  Carr’s,  loaded  with  blef- 
fings  and  civilities,  and  left  that  gentle¬ 
man,  Delanio  and  Maria,  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  moft  enchanting  felicity.  '  Be¬ 
fore  they  went  to  their  feveral  apartments. 
Ranger  fignify’d  to  Leonora,  that  he  would 
be  glad  of  a  few  words  with  her  in  private, 
and,  accordingly,  when  Lothario  had  re¬ 
tir’d,  fire  came  into  his  chamber-,  but  he 
could  plainly  perceive,  not  with  her  wont¬ 
ed  defires  and  wi  flies  about  her,  which  had 
us’d  far  to  exceed  his  own.  He  then  de¬ 
clar’d 
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clar’d  to  her,  what  he  imagin’d,  but  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  upbraiding  ;  and  concluded, 
by  telling  her  that,  if  matters  were  fo 
fituated,  he  would  advife  her  not  to  refule  fo 
advantageous  and  agreeable  a  match.  At  fir  ft 
the  pride  of  our  heroine  was  fhock’d,  at  the 
eafinefs  with  which  Ranger  faid  ail  this,  and 
the  indifference  with  which  he  could  think 
ofparting  with  her  •,  but  when  they  compar  .1 
notes,  and  confidered  all  tilings  1  of  lovers, 
they  commenc’d  friends,  and,  upon  h e  1 
declaring  fhe  fhould  be  peifedtly  happy 
with  Lothario ,  Ranger  kiis  d  hei,  and  told 
her,  he  would  relinquifh  his  right  in  her, 
with  fome  imart  jokes  on  both  fides,  upon 
infidelity  and  in'conffancy.  Now  the  go¬ 
ing  to  London ,  as  fhe  had  no  lodging  there, 
was  debated  •,  but,  at  length,  it  was  agreed 
fhe  fhould  go  to  her  father’s,  and  Lothario 
fhould  be  inftruded  to  demand  her  in 
form,  after  he  had  got  his  father’s  con- 
fent,  which  he  could  not  doubt  of,  as  fhe 
was  of  a  family,  and  had  a  fortune  fuperior 
to  what  he  could  expeft  •,  a  fortune  entire¬ 
ly  her  own,  having  been  left  her  by  her 
mother’s  father  foon  after  the  marriage  of 
Bertram  and  Clarifa ,  befides  her  expectati¬ 
ons  from  her  parents. 

Some  of  my  more  fqueamifh  readers,  I 
fuppofe  now,  will  pity  poor  Lothario  in 

having 


,r  -v,i'  tix  jm  i 


'  \  f' 


/:  ,  '  -  •  W  ;  •  '  : 

« 


320  The  Juvenile  Adventures 

having  a  lady  impos’d  upon  him,  who  had 
before  had  a  commerce  with  another.  But 
et  them  confider  her  as -a  widow,  whofe 
nrit  hufeand  was  defunft,  and  the  cafe  will 
not  be  look’d  upon  in  fo  bad  a  light 
For  their  fatisfa&ion  1  can  affine  them,  that 
.  this  very  night,  they  both  declin’d  their 
wonted  familiarities,  on  Lothario’ s  account, 
ana,  moreover.  Ranger  vow’d  never  more 
to  defire  a  repetition  of  the  bleffings  he  had 
enjoy’d  ;  but  ever,  from  that  time,  to  be- 
'  nave  only  as  a  fir.cere  friend,  and  a  man  of 
honour  ;  the,  on  her  fide,  protefting  ffie  was 
lorry  ^  for  her  mi  (conduct,  and  "that  ffie 
would  endeavour  for  the  future  to  merit 
the  favour  anti  protection  of  heaven,  by 
ci * ■  ‘-1- r  words  and  actions,  ider  fervants, 
of  which  ffie  had  two,  when  ffie  dole  Da- 
i J  f*°ni  Lublin,  and  who  had  been  witnefs 
to  fome  familiarities  between  them,  had 
been  dilmifs  d,  luckily,  as  foon  as  they  ar¬ 
riv’d  at  Marlborough,  by  their  own  requeffi, 
as  ffie  had  hir’d  and  cloth’d  them  in  Dublin 
only  ^for  a  certain  time,  which  was  then 

txpn  d,  and  fire  gave  them  ample  rewards 
for  their  fidelity.' 

Two  days  more  brought  them  fafely  to 
Wind  for,  and  now,  no  fecret  being  made 
by  Leonora  or  Lothario,  of  their  mutual 
love  for  each  other ;  all  matters  were  fet¬ 


tled. 
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tied,  in  regard  to  her  being  conduced  to 
her  father’s,  which  office  was  eagerly  em¬ 
brac’d  by  Lothario ,  and  when  they  came 
to  London ,  after  difcharging  their  coach, 
which  had  had  a  long  job  of  it,  Lothario 
and  Leonora  took  a  hackney,  and  drove 

away  to  my  lord  - ’s,  and  Ranger 

another,  in  which  he  was  convey’d  to  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Phillips  a  merchant,  a  friend 
and  former  correfpondent  of  his  father’s, 
in  Ayloff e-Street,  Goodman's- Fields,  for  he 
knew  no  body  in  London ,  and  had  been 
directed  there  both  by  his  father’s  and 
uncle’s  letters,  for  advice  and  accommoda¬ 
tion.  And  now  I  may  conclude  this  chap¬ 
ter,  which  opens  fo  many  fucceeding  ad-- 
ventures,  perhaps  not  improperly,  with 
thefe  lines  of  Prior. 

JVhilft  men  have  fuch  ambitious  fancies , 

And  wanton  wenches  read  romances  \ 

Our  fete  will— what  ?— out  with  it-— lye. 

And  theirs  in  equal Jl rains  reply. 

The  moral  of  this  tale  I  fing  ; 

A  poefy  for  a  wedding-ring , 

In  this  Jhort  verfe  Jhall  be  confin'd, 

“  Love  is  a  jefi,  and  vows  are  wind." 


VOL.  II. 
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C  H  A  P.  VI. 

Ranger  receives  a  letter  from  Leonora,  with 
directions  for  his  conduit. — He  waits  upon 
Lord  Bertram.* — His  reception ,  and  intro - 
dilution  to  federal  great  perfonages. 

THEN  Ranger  got  to  Mr.  Phillips’s , 
V  v  and  alighted,  he  rang  the  bell ;  and, 
a  iervant  coming  to  the  door,  was  inform¬ 
ed,  that  gentleman  was  at  home,  was  in¬ 
troduced  to  him,  and  met  with  a  moft  cour¬ 
teous  and  friendly  reception,  and  the  whole 
family  Itemed  to  vye  with  each  other  in  his 
entertainment.  For  fome  days  he  was  ta¬ 
ken  up  in  the  gratification  of  his  eager  cu- 
riofity,  w'hich  had  led  him  into  every  part 
of  this  great  metropolis,  in  which  he  was 
frequently  accompanied  by  his  kind  holt, 
Mr.  Phillips ,  and  his  lady,  who,  tho5  Ihe 
poffcfTed  no  extraordinary  fhare  of  beauty, 
yet  was  endowed  with  abundance  of  good 
fenfe.  The  theatre,  in  the  part  of  the 
town  in  which  he  quartered,  was  then  juft 
opened  for  the  enluing  leafon,  and  he  fre¬ 
quently  attended  Mr,  Phillips  there,  and, 
before  the  firft  month  was  at  a  conclufion, 
had  become  acquainted  with  the  mafter  of 
that  little  theatre,  and  moft  of  the  princi- 

i  pal 
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pal  performers,  two  of  whom  had  trod  the 
ftage  with  him  at  Dublin ,  and  confequent- 
ly  did  not  fail  to  publilh  the  great  reputa¬ 
tion  he  had  acquired  in  that  city  :  So  that 
the  matter  was  beginning  to  try  every  art  to 
draw  him  to  perform  with  him,  which  he 
knew  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  his 
company,  who  were  not  then  very  ihining 
in  their  feveral  parts.  For  this  purpofe,  as 
he  was  a  complete  gentleman,  as  well  as 
a  perfect  aftor,  he  vifited  more  conttantly 
than  ufual  at  Mr.  Phillips’s,  where  he  had 
been  long  acquainted,  and  infinuated  him- 
felf  fo  far  into  Ranger’s  good  graces,  that, 
at  length,  he  engaged  with  him  at  a  very 
confiderable  fallary  ;  which  he  rather  did, 
as  he  found  all  the  top  chara&ers  at  the 
two  other  houfes  were  filled  up.  When 
this  point  was  fettled,  he  fat  down  and 
wrote,  to  his  father  and  uncle,  letters  advi¬ 
sing  them  of  his  lafe  arrival  in  London,  and 
the  place  of  his  abode,  begging,  by  the  firffc 
opportunity,  to  hear  from  them  j  and  he  told 
his  uncle  he  had  been  fo  frugal,  as  not  to 
have  any  occafion  to  draw  upon  him  ;  for 
in  truth,  he  had  fcarce  broke  bulk  fince  he 
left  Dublin,  as  Leonora  had  infilled  upon  be¬ 
ing  pay-miftrefs  all  the  way.  This  bufi- 
nefs  was  fcarce'y  difpatched,  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  following  letter. 
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Dear  S  I R, 

I  Fear  you  have  accus’d  me  of  ingratitude 
or  forgetfulnefs,  in  not  having  written 
to  you  according  to  my  promife  ;  but  I  was 
refolved  to  flay  till  I  could  give  you  thorough 
advice  of  the  near  approach  to  the  conclu- 
fion  of  mv  rambling  adventures.  My  fa¬ 
ther  and  mother  received  Lothario  with  the 
utmoft  politenefs,  and  I  represented  to  them 
that  he  had  been  fo  kind  to  me  in  my  jour¬ 
ney  from  Bath ,  where  I  pretended  1  had 
fpent  my  time,  privately,  for  fo  long  a 
fpace,  that  they  thought  themfelves  oblig¬ 
ed  to  fhew  him  all  kinds  of  civilities,  and, 
in  a  week’s  time,  perceived  fo  many  good 
qualities  in  him,  that,  when  he  demanded 
leave  to  addrefs  me,  after  they  found  it  was 
perfectly  agreeable  to  me,  they  confented 
without  hesitation.  Thus  we  were  obliged, 
for  form  fake,  to  a£t  over  the  fame  (lory  again 
that  we  had  begun  at  Marlborough ,  and  his 
father’s  confent  being  arrived,  three  days 
hence  the  marriage  ceremony  is  tc  be  per¬ 
formed,  with  great  magnificence,  I  affure 
you,  at  which  I  hope  to  have  the  pleafure 
of  your  prefence.  Lothario* s  father  has 
fettled  600/.  per  annum  on  his  fon,  and  made 
me  a  jointure  of  400/.  per  annumy  by  way 
of  rent-charge  j  and,  in  addition  to  my  own 

fortune. 
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fortune,  my  father  and  uncle  have  promif- 
ed  us  5000 l.  Your  very  good  friends,  lord 
and  lady  Bertram ,  are  juft  arrived  in  town, 
to  be  prefent  at  our  nuptials,  and  long  to 
fee  you.  You  will  remember,  I  informed 
them  that  we  accidentally  met  at  .Bath,  and 
that  you  accompanied  us  to  town  ;  I  told 
them  the  ftory  of  Mils  McCarthy,  at  which 
they  were  greatly  concerned  for  you,  and 
my  brother  would  have  fought  you  out,  be¬ 
fore  this  time,  if  I  had  not  pretended  to 
have  loft  your  addrefs,  and  to  have  found 
it  again  only  this  very  morning.  And  now, 
my  dear  Ranger ,  permit  me  to  fay,  that  I 
will  ever  retain  the  moft  tender  friendfhip 
for  you,  will  ftudy  on  all  occafions  to  pro¬ 
mote  your  intereft  and  advantage  ;  and,  if 
you  refume  the  profeflion  from  which  I  pil¬ 
fered  you,  and  in  which  my  heart  pants 
once  more  to  behold  you,  I  don’t  doubt 
but  I  fhall  be  able  to  make  fuch  a  party, 
amongft  the  nobility  in  your  favour,  as  will 
abundantly  anfwer  all  your  expectations. 
Adieu,  dear  Sir;  my  brother  and  lifter,  and 
your  friend  Lothario ,  who  loves  you,  as 
well  as  my  felt,  long  for  your  companv. 
Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Ranger ,  your 
very  affedionate  friend,  and  humble  fer- 
vant,  Leonora. 
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DAVT  was  pleafed  to  the  laft  degree 
with  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  and  the  ad¬ 
vice  that  lord  Bertram  and  his  Clarijj'a 
were  in  London  :  What  promifes  Leonora 
had  given  him  raifed  his  ambition,  and  al¬ 
ready  he  grafped,  in  imagination,  the  whole 
compafs  of  theatrick  honour  and  applaufe. 
He  was  to  have  appeared  on  the  flage  that 
very  night ;  but  took  care  to  make  a  proper 
excufe,  for  lome  days,  which  was  no  hard 
matter  to  get  accepted,  for  the  mafter  was 
his  very  obfequious  fervant,  and  took  care 
nothing  fhould  give  him  the  lead  diflur- 
bance  or  difguft.  He  rightly  judged  he 
fhould  not  be  permitted  to  return  very  fpee- 
dily,  and  had  a  fuperb  and  fplendid  fuitof 
clothes  made  up,  in  which,  on  the  fecond 
day  after  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  he  fet 
out  for  lord  Bertram  s,  judging  it  proper 
that  he  fhould  introduce  him  to  Leonora 
and  her  family.  He  had  no  fooner  alight¬ 
ed,  and  fent  his  name  in,  than  that  worthy 
nobleman  ran  into  the  hall,  followed  by 
his  Clarijj'a ,  and,  flinging  his  arms  round 
Rangtr  s  neck,  cried  out,  My  dear  friend, 
how  tranfported  I  am  at  the  honour  you  do 
me  ;  and,  familiarly  clafping  one  arm  about 
him,  conducted  him,  by  a  kind  of  gentle 
compulflon,  into  the  faloon  where  they  were 
at  breakfaft,  and  then  gave  him  time  to  re¬ 
turn 
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turn  his  compliments,  and  to  falute  his 
Jady  ;  all  which  he  did  with  his  ufual 
grace,  which  never  failed  to  prepoffels  eve¬ 
ry  one  in  his  favour.  Davy  then,  expatia¬ 
ted  upon  the  pleafure  he  had  reaped  in  fo 
luckily  meeting  with  Leonora ,  and  comple¬ 
mented  them  upon  the  tidings  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  of  her  fpeedy  marriage;  and  they 
both  fhowed  a  prodigious  deal  of  delight 
at  his  coming  to  be  prefent  at  the  ceremo¬ 
ny.  Thence,  they  difcourfed  of  the  merit 
of  the  two  lovers;  and  Clarijfa  faid,  fhe 
hoped  matrimony  would  tame  her  fifter  a 
little,  for  fhe  had  been  for  a  long  time  a 
wild,  rambling  creature.  Madam,  Ranger 
returned,  your  ladyflhip’s  fifter  is  poffefled 
of  every  qualification  to  render  Lothario  fu- 
premely  happy,  and  the  temper  you  blame 
her  for,  may  engage  her  to  prize  her  fuc- 
ceeding  calm  and  quiet  more  highly.  Bertram 
and  Clartffa  fignify’d,  that  they  fhould  take  a 
pleafure  in  hearing  the  accidents  that  had  be¬ 
fallen  him,  fince  his  laft  calling  upon  them, 
after  his  lofing  his  McCarthy ;  and  Ran¬ 
ger  very  readily  gave  them  the  detail  of  all 
his  mifhaps,  and  thofe  of  his  family  ;  his 
engaging  in  the  dramatick  profeftion,  and 
his  intention  of  coming  to  London,  with  Ins 
connexions  with  the  mafter.  of  the  little 
theatre  *  but  not  a  word  of  his  adventures 

G  4  with 


0 


128  He  Juvenile  Adventures 

v/itn  Leonora.  They  fympathized  with  him 
in  all  his  forrows  and  misfortunes,  and  her 
ladyfhip  fhed  tears  over  the  unhappinefs  of 
Mils  McCarthy ,  and  Bertram  was  full  of  en¬ 
comiums  on  the  difinterefted  generofity, 
and  tne  filial  piety,  he  had  d i i play ed  to¬ 
wards  his  father.  When  he  had  concluded, 
that  nobleman  fpoke  thus  •,  My  dear  friend, 

I  can  dilcover,  throughout  your  whole  re-  * 
lation,  nothing  in  your  behaviour  but  what 
dilcovers  a  noble  and  upright  mind  ;  and 
hefitate  not  a  moment  to  tell  you,  that 
your  friendship,  which  took  rife  at  my  firft 
acquaintance  v/ith  you,  Has  encreafed  every 
day  fince,  from  the  contemplation  of  your 
excellent  difpofition,  and  many  amiable 
qualities.  I  have,  and  always  had,  a  great 
regard  for  the  ftage  ;  which,  I  think,  has 
been  too  much  debafed,  by  the  admiffion 
of  low  and  immoral  performers,  and  fuch 
as  nature  had  not  form’d  for  that  bufinefs. 

I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  make  a  total 
alteration,  in  proper  time,  in  our  Britifo 
theatres,  and  that  yoii  will  introduce  a  new 
fyftem  of  fiage  politicks,  and  render  thofe 
diverfions  fubfervient  to  the  amendment  of 
manners,  and  the  great  end  of  polilhingand 
reforming  the  minds  of  mankind.  My  ta¬ 
ble,  my  purfe,  fhall  ever  be  at  your  fer- 
vicei  and  fince  you  havechofen  this  flowery, 

yet 
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yet  arduous  path,  to  fame  and  fortune  I’ll 
undertake  to  recommend  you  to  all  thofe, 
amongft  the  nobility  and  gentry,  who  have 
a  true  regard  for  merit  like  yours.  As  to 
my  Clarijja ,  fhe  is  too  much  captivated 
with  Mr.  Ranger ,  to  negledt  any  opportu¬ 
nity  of  promoting  his  intereft  with-  the  la¬ 
dies.  Ranger ,  quite  overcome  with  the.e 
teftimonies  of  affedhon  from  this  nob.e  pair, 
returned  his  acknowledgments  in  the  mod 
iively  and  grateful  terms.  And  now,  Ber¬ 
tram  and  his  lady  having  retired  to  prepare 
themfelves  for  Leonora’s  wedding,  to  which 
Ranker  was  to  accompany  them  in  their 
coach,  returned  to  their  gueft,  arrayed  in 
the  moft  gorgeous  manner,  and  to.d  him, 
that  the  earl,  their  father,  wou.d  alio  be 
there,  and  they  fhould  have  the  pleafure  of 
making  him  alfo  known  to  him.  They 
loon  arrived  at  Leonora's  father’s,  and  Ran¬ 
ger,  who  had  heard  lord  Bertram’s  ftory 
from  Leonora ,  was  eager  to  fee  all  thole 
noble  perfonages,  of  whofe  virtues  he  had 
fuch  high  ideas.  When  they  alighted, 
they  were  received  by  that  worthy  loid  and 
his  coniort ;  and  the  foimer,  turning  to 
Bertram ,  faid,  My  dear,  may  we  hope  this 
gentleman  is  Mr.  Ranger ,  the  plealuie  ot 
whofe  company,  upon  this  Qccafion,  was 

promifed  us  by  my  daughter  ?  Yes,  my 
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E AtrTm  rTepliec1’  this  is  olir  worthy 
friend,  whom  I-  recommend  to  your  ac- 

quamtance.  My  lord  and  lady,  then,  par¬ 
ticularly  paid  their  refpeds  to  him,  and 
welcomed  him  to  London;  to  which  Mr. 
Ranger  returned  an  anfwer,  and  an  addrefs 
that  charmed  them.  The  bride  and  bride¬ 
groom  were  feated  in  an  inner  apartment  ; 
when  they  faw  Ranger,  Lothario  advanced, 
and  drained  him  in  a  flrenuous  embrace, 
and  Leonora  approached  him  blulhing,  and 
he  laluted  her  with  an  air,  tho’  of  polite 
freedom,  yet  of  mingled  deference  and  re- 
lpett.  Soon  after  the  earl  and  Sir  James, 
Leonora  %  uncle,  arrived,  and  many  other 
noble  perlonages  of  both  fexes,  to  all 
whom  Ranger  was  introduced  by  Bertram 
and  Lothario ,  and,  in  a  little  time,  they  too 
became  enamoured  of  him,  and  promifed 
to  ufe  all  their  intereft  in  his  favour. 

The  efpoufals  were  performed  at  about 
twelve,  the  old  canonical  hour,and  the  repaft, 
and  ball  that  fucceeded,  betokened  the  hio-h 
rank  and  quality  of  the  family.  Ranger  be¬ 
haved  with  fuch  good  humour,  was  fo 
bride,  alert  and  witty,  that  he  was  admired 
by  every  one.  Poor  Leonora  could  not  help 
ftealirig  a  look  at  him  every  now  and  then, 
and  he  had  only  one  refledlion  thatpain’d  him^ 
which  could  not  be  got  over  before  the  next 

day  j 
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day ;  but  when  he  found  that  Lothario  ap¬ 
peared,  in  the  morning,  quite  fatisfied  with 
his  choice,  and  that  he  and  his  lady  were 
rather  increafed  in  their  affedtion,  and  t  is 
number  of  kind  glances  they  beftowed  on 
each  other,  his  heart  was  fet  at  eaie  •,  tor 
the  o;enerofity  of  his  foul  would  not  permit 
him  to  enjoy  peace,  whilit  Leonora  was  in 
any  danger,  of  unhappinefs,  tho  ,  after  al  , 
he  could  not  be  charged  with  being  the  au¬ 
thor  of  it.  Thus  Lothario  verified  the  old 
maxim  of  the  facetious  Erafmus ,  with  which 
he  bantered  the  excellent  Sir  Thomas  Moore, 
. — Crede  quod  babes  ;  et  babes. 


CHAP.  VII. 

Leaves  his  noble  friends. — Finds  letters  from 
Ireland  at  his  return  home. — Contents  of 
them. — Performs  at  the  little  theatre.— His 
fuccefs  — Followed  by  the  great  and  the  gay . 
— His  behaviour  thereon. 

FOR  a  whole  week  Mr.  Ranger  conti¬ 
nued  in  this  delightful  family,  pleafeci 
to  obferve  that  Lothario  and  Leonora  conti¬ 
nued  to  improve  in  fondnefs  and  kindnefs 
for  each  other  •,  but,  at  length,  tho’  fore  a- 

gainft 
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guinft  the  wills  of  his  noble  friends,  he  was 
obliged  to  take  his  leave,  and  return  to  Mr. 
rbtllips  s,  after  having  received  a  General 
invitation  from  them  all,  to  make  their 
houies  and  tables  his  own.  When  he  re¬ 
turned  to  his  lodgings,  where  they  had  been 
mourning  his  departure  and  long  ftay  ;  fo 
much  had  he  captivated  all  the  family, '  he 
was  prefented  with  two  letters,  which  he 
knew,  at  firft  fight  of  the  fuperfcriptions, 
were  the  hand-writing  of  his  father'  and 
uncle,  at  which  he  was  full  of  joy.  His 
uncle  very  affedionately  wilhed  him  fuc- 
cefs,  wondered  at  his  frugality,  that  he  had 
not  drawn  upon  him,  and  reiterated  his  for¬ 
mer  promiles  of  making  him  his  foie  and 
univerfal  heir,  encouraging  him  to  go  on, 
and  mingling  fome  advice  to  him,  to  mind 
the  rainy  day,  and  to  make  hay  whilft  the 
fun  fhone.  His  father’s  was  as  follows; 

My  very  dear  Son , 

% 

YOUR  welcome  letter  relieved  me  from 
the  gieat  pain  and  anxiety  I  was  un¬ 
der,  with  regard  to  your  health  and  fafety; 
for  your  late  behaviour  to  me  has  particu¬ 
larly  impreflfed  fuch  a  tendernefs  towards 
you  upon  my  mind,  as  makes  me  more  un- 
t'afy,  when  you  are  at  fuch  an  awful  dif- 
tance  from  me,  than  ever,  I  think,  I  could 

have 
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have  been  before.  Tho’  I  am  certain,  be¬ 
fore  that  time,  however  appearances  may 
condemn  me,  that  no  father  more  affecti¬ 
onately  loved  a  fon.  I  joy  in  your  fuccefs, 
and  am  in  no  doubt  that  providence  will 
blefs  you  in  all  your  undertakings,  for  that 
goodnefs  of  foul  that  is  fo  peculiarly  your 
charadteriltick,  and  that  regard  and  vene¬ 
ration  you  have  ever  fhewn  your  parents ; 
particularly  in  the  laft  luccour  you  afforded 
my  declining  days.  Virgil* s  hero,  zvho  bore 
with  -pious  care ,  from  Ilium5.?  dreadful  fcene , 
his  aged  father  ;  could  not  vye  with  thee , 

In  fond  affedion  to  a  reverenc’d  parent: 
Tho5  I  have  lately  read  that  paffage,  of  his 
regard  to  the  decrepid  Anchifes ,  with  more 
feeling  than  ever  I  did  before  *,  his  addrefs, 
on  the  occafion,  to  the  dear  companions  of 
his  flight,  has  fomewhat  peculiarly  touch¬ 
ing  in  it. 

Hajle ,  my  dear  father ,  9 1 is  no  time  to  wait , 
And  load  my  fhoulders  with  a  willing  freight : 
Whatever  betides ,  your  life  jhall  be  my  care , 

One  death ,  or  one  deliv9 ranee ,  we  will  fhare. 
My  little  fon ,  my  hand  Jhall  lead^  whilft  youy 
My  faithful  confer /,  Jhall  our  Jleps  purfue . 

All  ages  have  agreed  to  give  the  greateft 
encomiums  to  inftances  of  filial  piety, 

and 
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arid  amongft  the  heathens  it  was  heid  in  as 
gteat,  if,  alas!  not  greater  account  than  it 
is  amongft  the  Chriftians.  But  I  have  no 
oecafion  thus  to  digrefs  to  matters,  with 

which  you  have  fo  intimate  an  acquain¬ 
tance. 

Your  mother-in-law  departed  this  life 
three  weeks  fince  •,  and,  1  know  your  tem¬ 
per  fo  well,  that  I  am  lure  you  will  not  re¬ 
joice  at  it.  She,  ever  fince  your  firft  know¬ 
ledge  of  her,  behav’d,  as  if  you  had  in¬ 
spired  her,  in  a  moft  unexceptionable  and 
exemplary  manner  ;  ftudied  every  way  to 
oblige  me,  and  really  had  gained  fo  much 
upon  me,  that  I  fincerely  wept,  and  regret¬ 
ted  her  departure.  With  regard  to  ail  o- 
■  ther  affairs,  they  are  as  you  left  them  ;  I 
fettled  with  your  grandfather’s  executors, 
and  received  800/.  and  poflTeflion  of  your 
eftate,  and  now  am  determined  to  retire  to 
the  Moat-Honfe ,  and  endeavour  to  improve 
your  fortune,  and  to  make  my  peace  with 
that  righteous  judge  of  all  the  earth,  be¬ 
fore  whom  I  muft  fhortly  appear:  But,  I 
hope  ftill  to  have  the  comfort  of  beholding 
my  dear  child,  that  I  may  blels  him  before 
I  die.  I  have  experienced  the  vanity  of  all 
mortal  enjoyments,  fufficiently,  and  am 
weaned  from  the  world,  having  but  one 
perfon  in  it,  for  whom  I  would  wifh  to 

live. 
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live,  and  that  is  yourfelf.  If,  my  dear  foil, 
you  fhould  want  any  fum  fhort  of  1600/. 
you  may  draw  upon  me  for  it,  whenever 
you  will  ;  and  as  half  the  income  of  the 
eftate  will  be  fufficient  for  my  future  fup- 
porr,  you  may  receive  the  other  moiety,  or 
I  will  put  it  to  proper  ufe  for  your  inte- 
reft.  I  wifh  you  could  prevail  upon  your¬ 
felf  to  return  to  Ireland ,  and  let  us  fpend 
our  days  in  a  friendly  and  philofophical 
way  together  *,  you  have  enough  to  make 
your  future  life  happy,  even  if  you  fhould 
think  proper  to  alter  your  condition,  which 
I  would  gladly  be  a  witnefs  to,  before  I 
take  my  laft  adieu  of  this  world.  How¬ 
ever,  my  deareft  Davy ,  follow  your  own 
inclination  •,  and  may  the  great  God  of 
heaven  and  earth,  fucceed  and  blefs  you  in 
all  your  tranfa&ions.  Adieu,  my  fon ;  let 
me  hear  from  you  as  foon  as  poffible  again, 
and  as  often  ;  and  believe  me  to  be, 

Tour  mojt  affectionate  and  tender  father , 

Richard  Ranger. 

This  letter,  from  his  father,  melted  him 
into  tears,  and  he  really  lamented  his  mo¬ 
ther-in-law’s  death  •,  if  not  from  regard  to 
her,  yet  becaufe  his  father  was  deprived  of 
a  helpful  companion.  He  immediately, 

then. 
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then,  fat  down  to  write  a  letter  of  condo¬ 
lence  to  him,  and  was  fo  tenderly  affedted, 
as  once  to  have  formed  a  refolution  of  re¬ 
turning  to  live  in  Ireland ,  and  to  cherifh 
his  father’s  Jaft  hours  ;  but  the  glaring 
profpedb  he  had,  and  the  hope  of  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  living  yet  many  years,  foon  called 
him  o S’  from'  that  defign.  As  to  money, 
he  defired  he  would  not  mention  it  to  him, 
and  did  not  doubt  his  care  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  all  the  concerns,  from  which  he 
had  any  future  expectation.  He  accompa¬ 
nied  this  letter,  and  that  to  his  uncle,  with 
genteel  prefents  of  the  produce  of  London 
and  when  all  this  was  difpatched,  began, 
without  embarraffment,  to  think  of  the  bu- 
finefs  he  had  engaged  to  perform  at  the 
theatre. 

% 

He  did  not  think  proper  to  let  his  noble 
friends  know,  for  near  a  week  after  he  be¬ 
gan  to  perform,  willing  to  fee  what  effedt 
his  performance  would  have  upon  ftran- 
gers,  in  the  firft  place  ;  for,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  applaufe  and  admiration  of  all  the 
adtors,  on  his  rehearfing  the  firft  part  he 
ever  adted  in  England ,  and  the  pleas’d  afto- 
nifhment  of  the  mafter,  he  was  refolved  to 
difeover  how  an  Englijh  audience  would  re- 
lifti  him,  before  he  called  in  his  friends  for 
witneffes.  But  the  fame  of  his  addon  and 

utterance,. 
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utterance,  that  difternment  with  which  he 
entered  into  his  parts,  his  very  drefiing  his 
chara&ers,  foon  fpread  thro’  the  metropo¬ 
lis,  and  brought  fuch  a  number  of  equi¬ 
pages  to  that  end  of  the  town,  as  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  feen  there  before :  So  that  tn- 
earl,  his  fon  lord  Bertram ,  all  the  bran¬ 
ches  of  that  illuftrious  family,  had  the  piea- 
fure,  the  firft  time  they  beheld  him,  to  find, 
that  his  own  merit  had  had  iuch  an  enect 
upon  the  publick,  as  made  their  recommen¬ 
dation  of  him  unneceffary.  Thofe  noble 
perfons  were  never*  afterwards*  a  night 
from  that  theatre,  and  were  perfedly  en¬ 
chanted  with  their  friend,  and  talked  of 
him  with  admiration  in  all  companies.  Cla- 
rijfa,  Leonora ,  and  their  mother,  were  in 
raptures  whenever  they  mentioned  him,  and 
every  tea-table  in  town  eccho’d  forth  his 
praifes:  So  that,  before  the  conclufion  of 
the  feafon,  even  the  Royal  Family  had 
journeyed  that  way  to  lee  him  •,  it  was  rec¬ 
koned  a  want  of  taffe,  and  a  being  quite 
unfafhionable,  not  to  have  beheld  Ranger 
perform  •,  the  mailer  of  the  theatre  reaped 
great  profit  from  his  reputation,  and  he 
himfelf  had  had  fuch  a  number  of  magnifi¬ 
cent  prefents  bellowed  upon  him,  that  he 
began  to  think  of  making  a  very  fplendid 
fortune. 
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In  this  flux  of  fuccefs,  Ranger's  manner 
°J  behav'oiir  gave  all  the  world  the  moft 
advantageous  opinion  of  him.  His  modeftv 
was  equal  to  his  merit,  and  the  mildnefs 
??  hls  temper  made  all  his -admirers  love 
It  was  perceivable,  by  the  whole  of 
ts  conduit,  that  he  was  a  gentleman,  and 

r  r^c^lveci  a  g°od  education,  and  he  ob¬ 
served  fuch  a  due  decorum  towards  thofe 
great  perfonages  that  honoured  him  with 
tneir  Iriendfhip,  that  he  never  diflmfted  - 
them  with  too  much  familiarity,  or  by  af- 
lurning  more  to  himfelf  than  became  him- 
whereas  the  generality  of  perfons  of  his 
proteflion,  being  meanly  educated,  foon  dif- 
°bhge  their  patrons  by  too  much  freedom, 
and  by  the  arrogance  of  their  exultation. 
00  true  it  is  that  little  minds  cannot  bear 
with  moderation  their  good  fortune;  but 
are  either  raifed  to  an  overbearing  pride,  or 
funk  to  a  mean  fawning  ttate,both  of  them 
degrading  and  difgraceful  to  human  nature. 

The  lea  Ton  being  over,  after  having  fix-  x 
ed  Ranger  in  the  mod  eminent  point  of 
view,  in  London,  as  a  player,  he  was  per- 
fuaued  by  her  tram  and  ClariJJa  to  accompa¬ 
ny  them,  for  two  or  three  months  of  the 
fm ding  part  of  the  year,  to  a  country  re¬ 
treat  they  had  in  the  pleafanteft  part  of 
Cambndg ejhi r e ,  and  where  they  propofed  to 

enjoy 
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enjoy  his  company  and  convention  with 
full  relilh.  Ranger  complied  with  their  re- 
queft,  without  hefitation,  and  accordingly 
they  let  out,  in  the  beginning  of  June ,  for 
their  delightful  feat,  in  the  neighbourhoo 
of  Cambridge . 


C  II  A  P.  VIII.  - 

Arrive  at  Lord  Bertram5*  feat . — Manner  of 
[pending  their  time . — Ranger  *  age ,  per  [on , 
and  accomplijhments — They  return  to  town . 
— — Removes  his  lodging — ■ Sought  after  at 
another  theatre . — A  jurprizing  difeovery. — 
A  tender  feene . — Ranger5*  humanity  and 
friendfhip . 

AT  the  delightful  feat  of  lord  Bertram , 
nothing  palled  but  what  contributed 
to  add  dignity  to  human  nature  ;  it  was  the 
feaft  of  Reafon  every  day,  they  converfed 
upon  the  nobleft  topicks,  with  that  free¬ 
dom  of  debate,  and  that  candour  of  mind, 
that  fhould  diftinguifh  the  man  of  fenfe, 
and  often  the  flowery  fubjefts  of  poetry  and 
mufick,  and  the  exerciie  of  the  latter, 
ftep’d  in,  by  way  of  relief  to  more  crabbed 
amufements  *,  and  Clarijfa ,  in  every  thing  e- 
vidently  proved,  that  the  female  mind  is  as 
'  capable 
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the  poorer  fort  of  the  vicinity,  and  feaft- 


ed  themfelves  in  the  contemplation  of  rural 
innocence  and  worth,  and  often  made  hap¬ 
py  tie  hearts  that  laboured  under  diftrefs 
and  penury.  Clarijfa  had  a  number  of  thefe 
fatter  acquaintance,  who,  from  her  bounty, 
reaped  that  eafe  and  comfort  that  fortune 
had  denied,  or  providence  withheld  from 
their  lnduflry  and  pains :  No  wonder 
tnen,  if  they  were  followed,  wherever 
tney  went,  with  the  bleffings  and  praifes 
of  the  whole  country.  My  lord  and  Ran¬ 
ger  were  good  filhermen,  excellent  courf- 
ers,  Ipecial  markfmen,  and  notable  hunt¬ 
ers,  and  thofe  fports  were  frequently  cho¬ 
leras  conducing  to  vigour  of  mind  and 
bodily  health.  And  thus  the  days  winged 
their  round.  Ranger  enjoying  true  felicity 
in  the  fociety  of  his  noble  friends,  and 
feeming  to  have  banilhed  all  the  former 
regrets  of  his  life,  and  all  the  unfortunate 
illue  of  his  amorous  adventures.  He  had 
now  entered  the  twenty- fourth  year  of  his 
a8e>  ar>d  t ne  manly  robuflnefs,  mingled. 
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now,  with  the  bloom  of  youth  in  his  per- 
fon,  which  was  truly  amiable,  and  was  the 
refidence  of  a  foul  that,  in  laudable  and  up¬ 
right  propenfities,  notwithftanding  the  few 
errors  of  his  youth,  was  equal  to  that  of  a 
faint  and  an  hero.  His  open  fincerity,  his 
regard  to  truth,  his  frugality  and  tempe¬ 
rance,  were  qualities  that  feemed  to  indi¬ 
cate  length  of  days,  and  increafe  of  fame 
and  wealth.  His  polite  accomplifhments, 
his  genius,  his  addrefs,  all  combined  to  cap¬ 
tivate  in  his  favour  thofe  who  converled 
with  him,  and  he  infenfibly  Hole  upon  eve¬ 
ry  heart.  He  frequently  wrote,  during  this 
recefs,  and  as  often  received  anfwers  from 
his  father  and  uncle,  who  continued  in 
health,  and  who  feemed  to  build  all  their 
hopes  upon  him.  In  his  uncle’s  hands  he 
had  900/.  and  upwards  ;  in  his  own  poffef- 
fion  near  500,  and  old  Mr.  Ranger  was  dai¬ 
ly  laying  up  the  greateft  part  of  the  income 
of  the  Tulla  eftate,  with  which,  and  his 
uncle’s  fortune,  which  was  great,  he  might 
have  fat  down  contented,  without  aiming  at 
further  acquifitions  ;  but  Ranger  was  not  of  a 
temper  to  idle  away  the  precious  opportu¬ 
nities  that  youth  imparts,  of  being  ufeful 
to  ourfelves  and  others  •;  he  refolved  to  be 
an  aCtive  member  of  fociety,  and  if  fome 
little  inclination  to  pelf,  40  full  bags,  actu¬ 
ated 
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ated  him,  as  it  was  his  only  perceivable 
rai.ing,  and  he  had  fliewn  himfelf  in  fo  ma¬ 
ny  inftances  quite  difinterefltd,  I  hope,  mv 
readers  will  not  remember  it  to  his  preju¬ 
dice.  1  hat  his  prefent  felicity  and  repu¬ 
tation  did  not  intoxicate  him,  may  be  fa¬ 
thered  from  his  conflant  remembranceff 
poor  M'Kenzie,  whofe  tender  friendfhip  and 
good  fenle,  often  caufed  a  melancholy  re- 
fledion,  and  as  often  he  wifhed  he  was  in 
London  to  partake  of  his  good  fortune,  and 
that  they  might  tread  the  ftage  together ; 
nor  could  he  refrain,  now  and  then,  a  fio-h 
from  efcaping  him,  to  the  memory  of  the 
beautiful,  but  unhappy  lady,  O  Hara,  and 
wifbmg  tiie  amiable  fair  was  incircled  in  his 
arms,  whom  he  had  fo  cruelly  and  fo  fatal¬ 
ly  loff,  with  all  her  endearments,  and  all 
her  charms. 

The  wintry  blafls  could  alone  induce  our 
three  friends  to  quit  their  agreeable  fixa¬ 
tion  in  Cambridge (hire,  for  the  noife  and 
hurry  of  town,  which  began  already  to  be 
filled,  and  to  call  aloud  for  the  diverfions, 
in  which  Ranger  made  fo  fhining  a  figure! 
And  now,  he  could  no  longer  refill  the  im¬ 
portunity  of  his  noble  friend,  who  infilled 
he  fhould  remove  to  the  gay  end  of  the 
town,  and  accept  of  a  fuperb  apartment  at 
his  houie,  nor  longer  bury  himfelf  in  the 

pur- 
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purlieus  of  Goodman  s,- Fields  -,  and  lie  alfo 
found  it  neceffary  to  keep  two  livery  fer- 
vants,  and  to  fet  up  a  chariot,  which  he 
filled  as  if  he  had  never  walked  on  foot. 
He  took  leave  of  his  friends,  Mr.  Phillips 
and  his  lady,  with  great  regret,  after  mak¬ 
ing  the  family  a  thorough  recompence  for 
their  civilities-,  but  yet  continued,  purfu- 
ant  to  his  contract,  to  perform  at  the  little 
theatre  tho’,  about  this  time,  he  had  very 
advantagious  overtures  made  him  from  the 
patentee  of  the  King’s  houfe,  who  was  ea¬ 
ger  to  prop  his  declining  llage  with  a  per¬ 
former  that  bid  fair  to  eclipfe  all  thole  who 
had  preceeded  him. 

He  was  thus  fituated,  when,  one  fine 
frofty  morning,  as  he  was  taking  a  philofo- 
phical  walk  in  Hyde-Park,  where  he  ufed  to 
ruminate  over  the  preceeding  events  of  his 
life,  and  his  prefent  avocations  and  friend- 
fhips,  having  ftrayed  to  a  greater  di fiance, 
towards  the  Serpentine-  River ,  than  he  ap¬ 
prehended  he  had,  he  overheard,  to  the 
right,  a  profound  figh,  which  proceeded 
from  a  perfon,  who,  tho’  in  a  fhabby  drefs, 
befpoke  a  good  mein,  and  an  air  of  gen¬ 
tility.  Ranger ,  who  only  needed  an  oc- 
cafion,  and  whofe  bounty  and  humanity 
was  then  always  excited,  eyed  him,  for  his 
face  was  turned  from  him,  with  an  emotion 
of  tendernefs,  that  is  the  genuine  offspring 

of 
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of  a  good  heart,  and  can  never  be  counter¬ 
feited.  He  was  fearful  to  offend,  and  yet 
longed  to  know  if  he  could  be  of  fervice  to 
a  fellow-creature,  who  feemed  oppreffed, 
and  finking  under  a  load  of  bitter  diftrefs. 
Again,  unconfcious  of  being  overheard,  he 
figned,  and,  eroding  his  arms  over  his 
bread,  exclaimed — Gracious  heaven  !  by 
what  have  I  merited  this  fevere  chaftife- 
rnent  ?  But,  dare  I  expoftulate  ?  Thy  ways 
are  juft,  Oh!  righteous  Being!  The  lips 
that  now  tremble  for  lack  of  fuftenance, 
the  throat  that  is  furred  up  thro’  want  of 
neceflary  food,  fhall  ftill  to  the  laft  praife 
thy  holy  name.  And,  Oh!  mercifully  re¬ 
lieve  me,  or  take  me  to  thyfelf,  nor  luft'er 
the  dreadful  purpofes  that  gloomily  intrude 
themfelves  on  my  mind,  to  overpower  mv 

reafon, — my  religion! - for  ah!  Ihou'ft 

plac'd  thy  canon  'gainft  f elf -murder  ! - The 

kind,  and  compaflionate  Ranger ,  who  heard 
all  this  diftindtly,  and  whole  face  was  now 
covered  with  tears,  thought  there  was  fome- 
what  in  the  ftranger’s  voice  that  he  had  a 
remembrance  of ;  but  whilft  this  thought 
had  arrefted  in  fome  meafure  his  fteps,  the 
afftidted  perfon  had  reached  the  edge  of  the 
river,  and  feemed,  with  longing  view,  to 
contemplate  in  its  chryftal  bofom,  a  retreat 
from  all  his  miferies.  Ranger ,  upon  caft- 
1  ing 
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ing  up  his  eyes,  and  beholding  this,  doub-. 
led  his  pace,  and  the  found  of  his  feet ; 
for  he  was  now  freed  from  any  precaution, 
being  noted  by  the  ears  of  the  ftranger, 
he  turned  his  head  towards  him ;  but  with¬ 
out  the  power  of  again  reverting  his  fight 
— whilft  Ranger ,  at  the  fame  inftant,  get¬ 
ting  a  glimpfe  of  his  face,  was  fixed  to  the 
fpot  where  he  flood,  wildly  gaping,  and  in 
the  efiay  to  fpeak  without  the  power.  The 
fcene  was  touching, — and  the  latter  firft  re¬ 
covering,  flew  to  the  ftranger,  crying  out, 
in  a  perfed  extacy — Heavens — are  you — 
are  you — my  dear,  my  valued  Mackenzie  ? 
The  arms  of  the  other,  the  only  parts  that 
could  difplay  his  fenfibility,  were  ftretched 
out  to  receive  the  expeded  embrace,  when, 
weak,  faint,  and  quite  overcome,  his  fen¬ 
ces  forfook  him,  and  he  would  have  fallen, 
had  not  the  worthy  friend  caught  him  in 
his  arms,  and,  before  he  recovered,  he  had  an 
opportunity  to  contemplate,  mournfully,  a 
let  of  features,  that,  tho’  they  befpoke  all 
the  ravages  of  grief  and  diftrefs,  yet  were 
too  deeply  imprinted  upon  his  memory  to 
be  miftaken. — It  was  indeed  no  other  than 
the  unfortunate  captain  Mackenzie. 

As  it  fortunately  happened,  Ranger  had 
a  phial  of  drops  in  his  pocket,  which,  after 
fome  time  brought  him  to  himfeifj  but  his 
^  ol.  II,  -  Id  fur- 
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furprize  had  had  fuch  an  effect,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  his  weaknefs,  that  his  tongue  . 
could  only  utter  fome  inarticulate  founds, 
tho*  his  eyes  wandered  over  Ranger  with  an 
evident  wildnefs  of  delight.  That  real 
friend,  reflecting  upon  his  condition,  knew 
that  immediate  refrefhment  was  necefifary, 
and  therefore,  after  a  thoufand  expreflions  - 
of  joy  and  gladnefs,  and  as  many  embraces, 
he  endeavoured  to  fupport  him  to  Knights - 
bridge ,  as  the  place  where  they  could  fooneft 
arrive,  and,  luckily,  foon  after  they  en¬ 
countered  a  ftraggling  foldier,  to  whom 
Ranger  gave  a  handfome  prefent  for  his  af- 
fiftance,  and  with  whole  help,  more  dead 
than  alive,  they  brought  him  to  the  firft 
houle  of  entertainment  they  could  meet 
with,  where  Ranger  ordered  fome  hot  wine, 
mingled  with  water,  and  prepared  with 
fpice,  and  fome  bifcuits,  which  being  ad¬ 
ministered  in  proper  quantities,  exhilerated 
his  lpirits,  and  refrefhed  his  ftomach,  and 
with  a  breakfaft  of  chocolate,  brought  him 
at  length  to  the  ufe  of  all  thole  faculties 
that  had  feemingly  been  upon  the  point  of 
being  loft  for  ever.  The  flrft  ufe  he  made 
of  fpeech,  was  to  return  the  Omnipotent 
thanks  for  all  his  mercies  *,  and  then,  turn¬ 
ing  to  his  dear  Ranger ,  he,  in  a  nioft  af¬ 
fecting  manner,  difplayed  his  love,  his  gra- 

i  titlide, 
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titude,  and  proved  how  every  tender  prin¬ 
ciple  was  affedted  by  his  goodnefs.  To  be: 
reduced,  he  cried,  to  the  brink  of  defpair  f 
—to  have  entertained  the  moft  horrid  de¬ 
signs — to  be  loft  to  myfelf — to  all  the 
world ! — In  that  inftant — to  have,  my  only 
— my  beft,  and  deareft  friend,  fent,  as  it 
were  from  heaven,  ,to  my  relief!——— 
The  thought  overpowers  me ! — and  joy 
and  wonder  are  now  as  oppreflive,  as  be¬ 
fore  were  want  and  defpair!  Ranger , 
throwing  his  arms  about  him,  defired  him 
to  calm  his  tranfports  ;  and  now,  knowing 
reft  was  the  next  thing  neceflary  for  his 
friend,  and  having,  when  he  firft  came  in, 
difpatched  a  mefienger  for  his  carriage,  he 
got  into  it  with  McKenzie,  and  without  any 
ceremony,  drove  away  diredtly  to  lord 
Bertram's,  and,  having  there  made  him 
partake  of  a  fecond  refrefhment,  configned 
the  unhappy  man  to  his  own  bed,  and*3 left 
him  to  his  repofe,  with  a  heart  fo  pleafed, 
fo  fatisfied  with  the  part  he  had  performed’ 
as  could  never  be  produced  by  any  fordid 
gratification.  He  ruminated  then  upon  all 
the  instances  of  McKenzie's  love  and  regard 
for  him,  his  worth,  and  the  difinterefted 
generofity  he  had  everobferved  in  himj  his 
learning,  his  amiable  good  qualities,  and 
was  loft  in  wonder  how  he.  could  come  to 

^  ?  'be 


148  The  Juvenile  Adventures 

be  reduced  to  fuch  a  deplorable  fituation. 
He  longed  till  the  poor  gentleman  fhould 
be  well  enough  recovered,  to  give  a  detail 
of  his  adventures,  and,  mean  time,  dis¬ 
patched  orders  to  his  taylor,  peruke- maker, 
lhoe-maker,  and  other  neceffary  hands,  to 
attend  in  the  evening,  to  accommodate  him 
from  their  leveral  (lores,  determining  gene- 
roufly  that  he  would  make  him  eafy  and 
happy. 


CHAP.  IX. 

M  c Ke  n z i  e  handsomely  equipped. - Further 

friendfhip  of  Ranger. — McKenzie  relates 
his  Jlory — Fhe  adventures  of  captain  Den¬ 
nis  McKenzie. 


TN  about  three  hours  from  this  time, 
i  MTienzie  rang  the  bell  by  his  bedfide, 
and  Ranger  being  informed  he  was  awake, 
went  into  his  chamber,  and  fitting  down  by 
his  bedfide,  afked  kindly  how  he  had  reli¬ 
ed,  and  if  was  fomewhat  recovered  from 
his  fatigues?  Ah!  my  excellent  friend,  he 
replied,  your  goodnefs  has  reftored  me  to 
hie,  has  preferved  a  wretched  being,  that 
will  fludy  every  way  that  gratitude  can  dic¬ 
tate,  to  make  you  amends :  Who  would, 

1  rather 
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rather  than  not  live  within  the  fphere  o* 
your  a&ivity,  be  confign’d  to  the  grave. 
My  dear  Mac,  Ranger  return’d,  I  have  long 
ligh’d  after  your  fociety  ;  have  fent  many 
a  wifh  after  the  enjoyment  of  fuch  a  mo¬ 
ment  as  this  ;  but  never  thought  it  could 
be  ufher’d  in  fodirefully.  But  if  I  can  any 
way  fecure  your  refidence  with  me,  we  will 
never  part :  I  have  money  fufficient  for  both  r 
our  ufes  ;  and,  when  1  reflect,  that  I  was 
innocently,  perhaps,  the  occafion  of  all  the 
difafters  that  have  befallen  you,  by  inducing 
you  to  quit  Ireland,  I  think  you  have  but 
too  juft  a  title  to  the  Ufe  of  it.  Seeing 
M-Kenzie  manifefted  a  defire  to  get  up,  he 
accommodated  him  with  a  night-gown  and 
proper  linen,  and  foon  after  the  artizans, 
who  had  been  fent  for,  came  and  took  pro¬ 
per  inftrufHons  in  regard  to  what  they  were 
to  make  in  their  feveral  departments ;  fo 
that  before  theclofeof  the  next  day,  M'Ken- 
zie  was  fupplied  with  two  genteel  fuits  of 
clothes,  and  every  thing  elfe  befitting  a 
gentleman.  Ranger  next  determined  to 
bring  him  acquainted  with  lord  Bertram, 
for  which  purpofe  he  gave  him  a  proper 
character  to  that  nobleman  and  his  lady, 
who  receiv’d  him  with  the  utmoft  polite- 
nefs  and  regard,  and  foon  conceiv’d  a  very 
high  opinion  of  him  •,  and  Ranger  infifted 

H  3  upon 
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upon  his  continuing  his  (lay,  and  partaking 
of  every  convenience  he  poffeffed,  putting 
an  handfome  ium  of  money  into  his  poffei- 
f on.  All  this  he  not  only  did  ;  but,  un 
known  to  M^Kenzie^  he  applied  to  the  ma¬ 
nager  of  the  Theatre  Royal,  in  recommen¬ 
dation  of  him  as  an  adlor  •,  nor  without  ef¬ 
fect  ;  for  h  is  own  reputation  was  fo  well 
ftablifhed,  that  the  manager,  with  a  perfedt 
pride  and  pleafure,  entertained  him  for  that 
very  feafon  *,  nor  did  he  belye  his  friend’s 
encomiums,  but  brought  feveral  times  full 
houfes,  and  was  look’d  upon,  by  the  judges 
of  theatrical  merit,  to  be  one  of  the  firft  rate 
performers.  The  gentlemen  of  the  army 
particularly  diftinguifhed  themfeives  in  his 
favour,  as  a  brother  officer,  who  had  been 
known  to  behave  well  in  the  fervice,  and 
he  was  foon  recognized  by  a  numerous  ac¬ 
quaintance,  with  whom  he  had  formerly 
been  converfant.  As  the  firft  teftimony  of 
his  gratitude  to  his  benefadlor  and  friend, 
he  offered  to  repay  him  the  money,  and  o- 
ther  conveniences  he  had  had  at  his  hands  ; 
but  not  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  feem  afham’d 
of  the  obligation  :  No  ;  it  was  with  a  mo 
.  deft  afiurance  that  he  fhould  ever  gratefully 
remember  the  kindnefs  he  had  fhewn  him  ; 

. — but — he  could  not  brook  to  withhold 
from  him — what  it  was  now  in  his  power 

to 
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to  return — and  was,  conlequently,  an  aft  of 
jufttce  to  do.  My  dear  Mac,  Ranger  re- 
ply’d—-!  will  hear  of  no  returns,  all  that  1 
have  is  at  your  fervice.  I  am  charm  d  that 
it  has  been  in  my  power  to  do  you  any  aft 
of  kindnefs  and  friendlhip,  and  mult  allure 
you,  that  you  have  imparred  more  lolid  la- 
tisfaftion  to  my  mind,  by  accepting  my 
good  offices,  than  I  can  exprels.  Had  I 
met  a  ftranger  m  your  dillrelsful  fituation, 

I  (hould  have  thought  common  humanity 
had  obliged  me  to  relieve  him.  But  the 
friend  of  my  heart,  my  worthy  McKenzie, 
fure  merited,  and  demanded  my  utmoll  a- 
bilities  for  his  affi fiance,  and  fo  I  beg  we 
may  never  hear  a  word  more  upon  this 
head.  ■ 

The  two  friends  continued  to  lodge  to¬ 
gether,  and  lord  Bertram ,  who  was  by  this 
time  quite  taken  with  his  new  acquaintance, 
infilled  upon  his  making  one  at  his  table, 
as  often  as  he  thought  it  convenient.  And 

the  earl  and  lord - with  Sir  James, 

and  every  one  of  Ranger  s  friends,  often 
v/ent  to  hear  him  perform,  and  procur’d 
him,  by  the  end  of  the  feafon,  a  mod 
crowded  benefit. 

One  day,  when  Ranger  and  McKenzie 
were  walking  near  the  fpot  where  he  had  re¬ 
covered  that  friend,  and  the  former  had, 

H  4  '  with 
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vrith  great  freedom,  related  all  that  had 

i  «  **  him  fince  their  reparation,  he 

laic-,  my  dear  McKenzie,  it  has  often  puzzled 
me,  to  account  for  your  being  reduc’d  to 
the  dreadful  Hate,  which  this  place  makes 
nit  fhudder  with  the  remembrance  of,  and 
I  fhould  be  oblig  d  to  you  highly  for  a  de¬ 
tail  of  your  adventures,  from  the  period  of 
your  embarking  for  the  Weft-Indies ,  if  it 
will. not  be  too  mortifying  a  tafk  to  you  to 
grati.y  my  curiofity^  Ah!  my  dearfriend, 
he  reply  d,  you  afk  nothing  of  me  that  I 
fhall  refufe  you  ;  tho’  the  relation  of  my 
Hoty  will  call  to  my  mind  many  particu¬ 
lars,  that  will  renew  a  forrow,  that  may 
have  been  diverted  by  time  and  accident, 
but  has  never  been  overcome  :  And  as  I 
never  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  letting  you 
know  the  fortunes  of  a  man  you  have  ho¬ 
noured  with  your  friendfhip  and  protection, 
I  will  begin  from  my  very  birth,  and  com¬ 
municate  to  you  all  the  calamitous  incidents 
of  my  life.  1  have  feemed  to  be  the  fport 
of  the  caprice  of  the  blind  goddefs,  in  a 
very  remarkable  degree.  Ranger  replied, 
my  dear  Mac^  I  am  forry  I  mention’d  a 
tafk  to  you,  that  muft  be  fo  grievous  to 
you,  and  beg  leave  to  drop  my  requeft.  If 
fortune  nas  plagu’d  you  with  her  wayward 
tricks,  there  is  a  way  you  have  taken  to 

conquer 
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conquer  her,  which  is  moll  characterifhc.il 
lv  expreffed  by  his  late  Grace  of  Buckingham , 
with  all  the  loofenefs  and  freedom  of  a 
noble  inufe. 

Fortune,  made  up  of  toys  and  impudence , 
f That  common  b—h,  that  has  not  common  fenfe-. 
She,  flirting  up  and  down,  herfelf  beftows  1 
On  the  next  met ,  nor  mindeth  what  floe  does ,  > 
Or  why  floe  frowns  or  favours,  fcarcely  knows:  J 
Sometimes  floe  fmiles,  then  like  a  fury  raves. 

But  truly  fmiles  on  none,  but  foots  and  knaves. 

I  fcorn,  by  mean  obfequioufnefs  to  woe  her, 

Tho’,  if  floe’s  kind.  Til  juft  be  civil  to  her  •, 

But,  if  floe  offers  once  to  move  her  wings. 

I’ll  throw  her  back,  all  her  vain  gew-gaw 
things. 

And,  arm’d  with  virtue,  will  more firmly  ft  and. 
Than  if  the  b — h,  fill  bow’d  at  my  command  : 
I’d  marry  honefty,  tho  ne  er  fo  poor , 

Rather  than  follow  fuch  a  d —  d  blind  w  s ! 

% 

M-Kenzie,  notwithftanding  what  his  friend 
faid,  perfifted  in  relating  his  mi  (haps,  tell¬ 
ing  him  the  pain  he  fhould  endure  in  the 
relation,  would  be  but  a  counterbalance  to 
that  he  had  given  his  Ranger,  when  he  met 
him  in  fo  diftrefsful  a  plight  in  Hyde- Park. 
They  determin’d  then,  to  return  privately 
to  their  apartments,  that  they  might  avoid 

H  5  any 
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any  interruption,  in  the  fucceeding  narra¬ 
tion,  which  Ranger  could  not  help  being 
very  eager  to  hear;  but,  at  their  entrance, 
accidentally  met  with  lord  Bertram ,  which 
teeming  fomewhat  to  dilconcert  Ranger  in 
his  intended  fcheme  of  privacy.  R'tKenzie, 
genteelly  accofled  his  lordlhip,  by  faying. 
My  Lord,  your  goodnefs  to  me,  and'  that 
of  your  excellent  Lady,  fince  I  have  had 
thejronour  of  an  entertainment  under  your 
rooi,  has  made  lo  deep  an  impreflion  upon 
my  mind,  as  no  time  nor  accident  can  ever 
efface.  My  worthy  friend,  and  other  pa¬ 
tron,  has  defired  a  recapitulation  of  my  ad¬ 
ventures,  which  I  was  juft  going  to  give 
him,  and  now,  meeting  your  lordfhip,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  offer  you  the  fame  fa- 
tisfadfion  ;  and  therefore,  if  a  melancholy 
ftory  can,  for  an  hour,  arreft  your  attention, 
and  that  of  your  lady,  from  more  impor¬ 
tant  affairs,  I  fhould  rejoice  in  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  making  you  the  depofitaries  of  the 
ieciets  of  a  hie,  to  the  future  fervices  and 
devoirs  of  which,  you  have  fo  undoubted  a 
title.  Bertram ,  who  as  well  as  his  lady, had 
greatly  whetted  his  curiofity  with  the  in¬ 
clination,  of  fome  trme  or  other  hearing  the 
particulars  of  a  life,  that  feem’d  to  have 
been  ft  range  ly  checquer’d  with  profperity 
and  adverfity,  with  great  good  nature  ac¬ 
cepted 
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cepted  of  his  offer,  and  Ranger  teftify’d,  by 
a  look  and  a  friendly  fqueeze,  how  much 
his  unexpected  gentility  had  affedted  him  , 
but,  as  it  would  not  be  long  before  dinner 
would  be  lerv’d  up  (for  Bertram  dm  d 
rather  fooner  than  the  generality  of  his  rank, 
and  was  as  unfafhionable  in  rifing  early  and 
going  to  bed  foonj  that  nobleman  propof- 
ed  to  defer  it  till  afterwards,  and  they  di¬ 
verted  themfelves  with  back- gammon  till 
that  repaft  was  ready.  W' hen  he  had  in¬ 
form’d  his  ClariJJa  of  the  promifed  enter¬ 
tainment,  they  were  to  have  after  oinner, 
she  was  charm’d  with  the  pleafing  expecta¬ 
tion.  After  they  had  withdrawn  from  ta¬ 
ble,  into  a  proper  apartment,  and  orders 
had  been  given  to  deny  the  whole  feleCt 
little  company,  to  any  impertinent  intrud¬ 
ers,  whilft  they  were  all  wrapp’d  in  atten¬ 
tion,  the  captain  thus  began  his  narration. 

T  h  e  Angularity  of  my  fate,  has  often 
Ailed  me  with  the  utmofl  furprize,  when  I 
have  reflected  over  the  events  of  my  lift;. 
I  Icarce  remember,  thro’  the  whole  com- 
pafs  of  it,  an  incident  that  could  be  faid  to 
convey  true  happinefs  to  my  mind,  unal¬ 
layed  with  difquiets  and  regrets  that  have 
taken  from  me  all  fenfe  of  pleafure.  And 
yet,  tho’  my  imprudences  have  been  many 
and  great,  I  cannot,  I  blefs  my  Redeemer, 

•  , • >  charge 
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charge  myfelf  with  harbouring  any  bad  or 
deltrufhve  principles,  or  of  living  a  noto- 
riou!]y  bad  life.  Human  nature  is  frail, 
and  few  of  us  but  are  guilty  of  fome  foibles 
and  weakneffes,  which  feem  neceffarily  to 
flow  from  our  make  and  firuation. 

I  drew  my  firft  breath,  my  excellent 
friends,  in  the  county  of  Kildare ,  in  the 
ingdom  of  Ireland ,  where  my  father  pof- 
ftffed  an  ellate  of  „  oo  C 

loon  after  I  faw  the  light,  1  think  within 
fix  months,  he  removed  with  his  whole  fa¬ 
mily  into  England ,  and  feated  himfelf  irf 
the  county  of  Surry,  having  had  an  addi¬ 
tion  of  8oo /.  per  annujn  to  his  fortune  in 
that  county,  on  condition  of  refiding  upon 
the  fpot,  which  was  bequeathed  to  him  by 
a  brother  of  his  lady,  who  had  deceafed  un- 
rnairied,  foon  after  his  arrival  from  the 
Eafi- Indies  and  the  purchafe  of  it.  If  any 
man  had  reafon  to  think  himfelf  happy, 
my  poor  infatuated  father  had.  My  mo¬ 
ther  was  not  only  reckoned  a  perfect  beau- 
ty,  but  hei  temper  and  difpofition  was  tru¬ 
ly  amiable.  She  was  almoft  conftantly  bu¬ 
lled  in  endeavours  to  foothe  his  moments, 
with  the  foft  blandifhments  of  love  and 
friend Ih ip,  in  attending  and  inflrudfing  her 
children,  of  whom  I  was  the  third,  all  of 
the  fame  gender,  and  in  the  care  of  her  fa¬ 
mily  ; 
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mily  •,  but  tho’  my  father  lov’d  her  to  dif- 
tra&ion,  fhe  never  had  it  in  her  power,  but 
by  fits  and  Harts,  to  wean  him  from  a  fatal 
pafiion,  that  of  gaming-,  which  had  taken 
foie  poffeffion  almoft  of  all  his  foul,  and 
which  frequently  reduc  d  him  to  gieat  di- 
lemmas.  He  carried  this  cuifed  itch  of 
play  to  fuch  an  height,  that,  when  I  was 
about  ten  years  of  age,  it  had  broke  the 
heart  of  the  bed  woman  breathing,  and  left 
to  the  care  of  ftrangers  three  motherlefs 
children,  who  could  have  little  dependance 
upon  the  attention  of  a  father  of  fuch  a  dif- 
pofition,  who  had  already  fold  his  Irijh 
eftate,  and  dip’d  that  on  which  he  liv’d  fo 
much,  that  his  remaining  income  was  fcarce 
more  than  300/.  a  year,  when  my  mother 
died.  Young  as  I  was,  I  remember  the  a- 
gonies,  the  defpair,  her  death  occafion’d 
— He  knelt  by  her  bedfide,  which  we 
furrounded,  uttering  doleful  cries — kifs’d 
her  cold  hand — call’d  himfelf  her  murderer, 
and  could  fcarce  be  prevented  from  falling 
upon  his  fword,  and,  for  a  long  time,  was 
actuated  with  a  kind  of  frenzy,  that  made 
it  terrible  for  us  to  approach  him :  So  that 
we  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  fervants,  of 
whofe  ufage  we  could  not  give  many  en¬ 
comiums,  and  we  fadly  found  what  it  was 
to  want  a  mother,  who  had  ever  ufed  us 


*58  Juvenile  Adventures 

with  the  greated  fondnefs  and  tendernefs 
In  about  a  year  after  this  fad  accident,  my 
lather,  who fe  difpolmqn  was  naturally  kind 
and  good  came  in  feme  meafure  to  him- 
ien,  tho  his  grief  had  reduced  him  fo  low 
as  to  render  has  continuance  in  iife  very  Un’ 
certain  He  now  took  us  under  his  own 
care  from  the  ,11s  we  had  impatiently  en- 
ouret.,  and  endeavoured  to  make  us  amends 
for  the  lofs  of  our  mother,  which  had  en¬ 
tirely  ta.cen  him  from  the  gaming-table, and 
everv  tnmg  elfe  which  fhe  had  condemn’d: 
My  elded  brother  was  15,  the  fecond  12 
ar,u  1  was  now  1 1,  and  we  were  allowed  to 
be  cowardly  hopeful  lads,  having  had,  hi¬ 
therto,  nothing  fpared  that  could  contri¬ 
bute  to  fit  us  tor  genteel  life  ;  but,  in  feme 
time  after,  my  elded  brother  deceafed, 
which  contributed  to  haden  the  deceafe  of 
our  poor  father.  He  had  no  relations  of 
any  account,  either  in  England  or  Ireland 
remaining,  and  as,  for  a  long  time,  he  had 
now  liv’d  retir’d,  had  few  friendfhips  or 
connexions,  and  thole  he  had  contracted  b^- 

were  fuch  as  rea- 
ion  had  fince  made  him  quite  afhamed  of 

In  the  didrefs  he  was,  as  to  the  troubles 
and  difficulties  he  ffiould  leave  his  family 
involved  in,  he  cad  his  eyes  upon  a  clergy¬ 
man,  who  refided  but  a  few  miles  from  us, 

and 
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and  who  was  incumbent  of  our  parilh, 
whole  name  was  Duckett,  for  advice,  and 
determined  to  make  him  his  executor,  His 
whole  eftate  was  now  reduced  to  250  pounds 
per  annum,  which  had  obliged  him  to  lay 
down  his  equipage,  and  to  retrench  in  the 
number  ot  his  lervants,  and  the  expences  of 
houle- keeping  ;  and  he  contemplated  with 
horror,  the  leaving  his  fons  involv’d  in  dif¬ 
ficulties,  with  an  ill-tempered  mortgagee, 
who  was  endeavouring,  he  perceived,  to 
grafp  at  the  refidue  of  the  eftate,  over  which 
he  calf  a  ravenous  look,  like  an  eagle  who 
was  hovering  over  his  prey.  He  had  no 
hopes,  in  his  life,  to  redeem  himfelf  from 
his  hands,  and  as  little  imagined  it  would 
be  in  our  power  to  do  it ;  and  therefore, 
purfuant  to  the  advice  of  Mr.  Duckett ,  he 
doled  with  a  propofal  made  to  him,  «and 
upon  the  receipt  of  6500  pounds  made  over 
the  premiles  to  the  mortgagee  :  He  did  not 
long  furvive  this  a6t,  which  was  no  doubt 
a  very  prudent  one  ;  for  ten  days  after  he 
took  to  his  bed,  and  never  more  left  it. 
The  morning  he  died,  he  turned  himfelf 
to  us,  as  we  flood  weeping  by  his  bed-fide, 
and  laid,  with  a  faint  and  feeble  voice,  My 
dear  children  ! — you  are  going  to  lofe  your 
father, — but  indeed  you  have  before  fuf- 
tained  a  more  grievous  lofs  in  your  mother’s 

death 
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death  t hat  could  never  be  made  up  to  us! 

I  wifii  you  liad  had  a  better,  or  rather  a 
more  prudent  father.  However,  I  charge 
3  ou,  as  you  value  your  mother’s,  as  you 
value  my  memory,  to  love  one  another, 
and  to  follow  the  wife  directions  and  ex- 
•  ample  of  that  good  man  :  (Meaning  Mr. 
Duckett ,  who  flood  on  the  other  fide  the 
bed)  I  have  left  you  fufficient  to  fecure 
your  future  happinefs,  if  you  are  virtuous, 
and,  if  you  fhould  tread  in  the  paths  of  fol¬ 
ly,  too  much.  Oh!  my  children,  ’tis  the 
thoughts  of  leaving  you,  that  have  detain’d 
me  lb  long  from  my  dear  wife,  from  the 
haven  of  reft  ! — Come,  let  me  embrace 
you  both — don’t  grieve  yourfelves,  I  charge 
you  : — Remember  your  parents  with  reve¬ 
rence,  but  let  not  your  forrow  for  their 
lofs  dwell  too  much  upon  your  minds,  fo 
as  to  hurt  your  healths. — Adieu,  my  dears! 
— {training  us  between  his  feeble  arms — 
— once  more  adieu!  At  thefe -words  his 
voice  fail’d,  and,  whilft  yet  his  arms  fur- 
rounded  us,  he  breath’d  his  laft ! - For¬ 
give  thefe  tears,  my  lord - the  impref- 

fion  the  deaths  of  my  parents  made  upon 
me  at  the  times  of  their  departure,  even 
(till  calls  up  tears  to  my  eyes,  and  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  forgotten.  Judge  our  fituation - 

we  were  fenfible,  in  lofing  our  father,  we 

had 
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had  loft  the  only  friend,  we  yet  knew  of, 
and  we  lamented  aloud  his  lols.  Mr.  Duc¬ 
kett  mildly  endeavoured  to  perfuade  us  to 
calmnefs,  and,  in  this  fti'ft  inftance  of  .ns 
authority  over  us,  fecured  our  good  opi¬ 
nion.  For,  two  or  three  buly  perfons,  who 
were  in  the  room,  not  at  all  affedted,  but 
tir’d  with  our  moving  complaints,  having 
hinted  it  was  proper  for  us  immediately  to 
quit  the  room,  and  endeavoured  to  force  us 
out ;  that  gentleman  faid,  pray  ufe  no  fuch 
behaviour  to  thefe  young  gentlemen,  and, 
killing  us,  continued,  be  perfuaded,  my 
loves,  to  go  to  my  houfe  :  Mrs.  Duckett 
has  prepared  for  your  reception,  and  will 
endeavour  to  fupply  your  mamma’s  place, 
and  you  (hall  always  find  in  me  a  father, 
and  protedtor.  I  wait  here  for  the  lawyer, 
and  fhall  not  quit  the  houfe  till  my  late 
worthy  friend  is  interr’d,  or  I  would  go 
with  you  •,  but  it  is  neceftary  to  take  an  in¬ 
ventory  of  the  effedts,  before  I  depart,  for 
your  interefts.  i  he  mildnefs,  the  good- 
nefs  of  this  addrefs,  fill’d  us  with  love  and 
affedtion,  and  we  diredtly  obey  d  his  di- 
redtions,  and,  taking  his  hand,  kifs’d  it 
fervently,  in  the  molt  artlefs  and  unftudied 
manner.  We  were  received  at  the  parfon- 
age-houfe,  by  Mrs.  Duckett ,  in  a  way  that 
ftill  more  contributed  to  eafe  our  hearts. 


ltz  7^  Juvenile  Adventures 

flie  wepf,  the  minute  (Tie  faw  us,  and  cry’d 
Ah.  my  dear  beautiful  boys— what  a  fad 

t  y<?u  !lave  iiad  •  we  (hall  never  be  able 
to  make  it  up  to  you,  I  fear— but  I’ll  eni 

eavour  to  make  you  forget  fome  part  of 
•  She  then,  moll  tenderly  attended,  and 
made  us  eat,  and  in  fo  pretty,  fo  engaging 
a  way  reafon  d  with  us,  that,  in  mere  re^ 
gate  to  her,  we  laid  afide  our  fears  and  our 

f  u  LWr  lay  that  ni&ht  in  the  beft  room 
o  t  e  houfe,  and  the  good  clergyman  and 

ms  wife*  contrived,  by  every  way,  to  wipe 
away  the  lenle  of  our  great  Jofs  by  their 
perpetual  flow  of  mild  and  ready  kindnefs. 
My  father  left  this  worthy  divine  foie  exe¬ 
cutor,  and  his  whole  fortune,  which  was 
pooo/.  equally  between  us,  with  remain- 
der  to  the  jongeft  liver.  By  the  fale  of  the 
nouiehoid-furniture,  and  other  matters  be¬ 
longing  to  the  feat,  funeral-expences,  debts 
and  charges  were  all  defrayed,  fo  that  the 
above  fum  was  clearly  in  Mr.  Duckett’s 
hands  for  our  ufe,.  after  he  had  paid  him- 
felf  a  legacy  of  500 /.  which  my  father  left 
him,  on  account  of  his  friendfhip  for  him 
•1  here  was  a  (Train  of  fuch  difinterefted  ge- ' 
nerofity  in  Mr.  Duckett’s  manner  of  rranfadt- 
mg  thefe affairs,  as  is  very  uncommonly  feen. 
All  the  wearables  of  our  father  and  mother, 
thnr  rings  and  jewels,  which  were  in  no 

great 
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great  quantity  however,  and  fuch  otbe 
matters  as  he  thought  would  be  va  ued  m 

future  time  by  me  and  my  brothej‘'  f 
chafed  out  of  his  own  pocket,  and  fa  them 
apart  for  our  ufe.  When  things  were  quite 
fettled,  and  he  had  time  to  d.fcover  out 
different  difpofnions,  he  himfelf  undertoo^ 
the  care  of  our  education  v  and,  as  he  was 
truly  a  learned  and  able  inftiudtor,  we 
great  reafon  to  blefs  the  hour  that  threw  us 
into  his  hands  •,  for  his  care  of  us  was  fe- 
cond  to  nothing,  but  that  of  an  own  pa¬ 
rent  who  pofifefs’d  the  fame  abilities  i  and, 
under  his  tuition  we  made  a  progrefs,  that 
I  fhould  not  mention,  but  to  do  honour  to 
our  excellent  and  difinterefted  benefactor. 
He  had  difcovered,  that  my  brother,  by  his 
mild  and  even  temper,  would  be  an  orna¬ 
ment  to  the  priefthood  •,  and  that,  by  my 
more  hot  and  fiery  difpofition,  1  fhould  be 
a  proper  fubjeCt  for  the  army.  Tho  our 
ftudies  were  fo  different,  he  wanted  no  af- 
fi fiance  in  the  charge  of  our  inftruction : 
He  taught  me  mathematics,  and  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  fortification  and  gunnery,  at  tne 
fame  time  that  he  read  metaphyfics,  and 
humanity  lectures  to  his  other  pupil,  at¬ 
tended  with  leffdns  in  the  languages  to 
both  of  us.  He  knew  no  plealure  but  in 

our  proficiency,  and  that  became  his  pnn- 
*  .  cipal 
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pair  ffemed  ro  C°mPhab,e’  the.  worthy 
dren  TK  r£'Sard  US  as  their  own  chi! 
PV  till  nwK  We,  C°ntinUed’  innocently  hap- 

t,wur«ht  “f  w  rJf- 

Jefs  than  two  v-ars  rT'T^'  where’  in 
the  wonder  of  h)  ■  hf  d/ar.  yoilth’  then 

iearning  and  ‘od  f  “T*  for  bis 

nan,  fever.  ]  was  f  ™  «- 

difpenfanon,  felt  it  fo  fcve„,  ^  ! 

fekupon  ,ti  a„d  my  gnardJind  £i  £ 

a'contierlb;:  £?  "»  f“ 

However,  ,  overeje  C  t  ild 7,r We 
b  ow  winch  the  conlideration Tf  the in! 

I  lafe  °f  my  fortune  by  no  means  alleviated 
I  was  now  Jn  my  Igth  year>  and 

tiL  7 Ox/)  lnu°M  a,f°  fP£nd  me 

t  n  e  at  0#/W,  where,  I  flatter  rnyfelf  I 

nu  iomejmprovementof  my  time,  and 

at  the  expiration  of  three  years  returned 
nome,  as  my  good  guardian  was  pleafed  to 
fa>’  J“ft  as  be  would  wifli  me  to  be  And 
now  be  eon ful ted  with  me  as  to  my  future 
way  of  life,  and  had  the  pleafure  mfind  he 
bad  not  mi  (taken  the  bent  of  my  difpofi 

'0n’  a,Ki  that  1  preferred  a  military  capa¬ 
city 
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city  to  any  other.  Convinced  of  this,  he 
purchafed  for  me  an  enfign’s  commiffion  in 
an  old  corps,  telling  me,  I  ought  to  rife 
by  proper  gradations,  by  which  I  fhould 
learn  every  part  of  my  duty  \  and  that,  if 
I  aim’d,  at  firft  fetting  out,  to  pofifefs  a 
higher  poft,  without  knowing  the  duty  of 
it°I  fhould  be  defpifed,  and  envioufly  ill 
treated  by  all  my  brother  officers.  He,  a- 
bout  the  fame  time,  as  I  was  of  age,  offer¬ 
ed  to  furrender  up  my  fortune  to  my  own 
management  ;  but,  with  tears  in  my  eyes, 

1  told  him  he  had  been  too  kind  to  me  to 
think  of  taking  it  out  of  his  hands,  and' 
that  I  was  lure  I  could  not  be  a  better  ftew- 
ard  for  myfelf,  than  he  would  prove,  and 
de fired  he  would  ftill  continue  in  the  pol- 
Teffion  of  it,  with  an  unlimited  licence  to 
make  what  ufe  of  it  he  thought  proper,  for 
my  advantage.  It  was  about  this  time  that 
the  fatal  South-Sea  madnefs  rag’d  at  its 
greateft  height,  and  Mr.  Duckett ,  I  really 
believe,  confulting  nothing  but  my  inte¬ 
relf,  was  induced  to  venture  near  6000/.  of 
mine,  and  1000  pounds  of  his  own,  in  that 
bubble,  not;  however,  without  my  confent 
and  privity  :  But  the  golden  dream  we  had 
flatter’d  ourfelves  in,  foon  vaniffi’d,  and  we 
were  made,  amongfl  fo  many  others,  the 
dupes  of  that  infernal  contrivance,  and  of 

our 
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our  own  coyetoufnefs.  Mr.  Duckett  was 
philosopher  enough  to  bear  his  own  misfor- 
cune  I,Ke  a  man  ;  but  he  could  not  think  of 
that  his  au vice  had  occafioned  me,  without 
the  moft painful  regret,  which  brought  on 
a  fit  of  illnefs,  that,  having  its  feat  in  the 
mmd,  could  not  be  cur’d  by  medicine.  I 
was  at  quarters  in  Hampjhire ,  when  this 
appened,  had  compos’d  myfelf  to  bear 
my  lofs  with  great  patience,  and  had  even 
wrote  feveral  letters  to  confole  him,  with  a 
efire  to  him,  not  to  be  uneafy,  as  it  was 
as  much, of  my  feeking  as  of  his  own.  One 
morning,  I  receiv’d  the  following  alarming 


if  you  delire  once 


My  dear  Dennis, 

Haste  to - 

more  to  fee  your  poor  friend,"  before 

he  departs  this  life. - Alas !  he  has  broke 

ins  heart. 

lour  affectionate  and  tender  friend , 

Susanna  Duckett. 


Never  was  furprize  like  mine;  I  lov’d 
him  dearly,  and  tenderly,  and  fet  out,  port, 
diredly  for  the  melancholy  fpot,  where  I 
had  erft  enjoy ed.fo  much  happinefs,  and 
lound  him  juft  ready  to  expire;  tho’  he  rtill 


/ 
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had  the  ufe  of  his  voice,  and  the  excellent 
woman  difib!  ved  in  unutterable  forrow.  Oh!- 
my  dear  Sir,  I  cry’d,  flinging  myfelf  on  my 
knees  befide  him,  and  taking  his  clammy 
hand  in  mine,  am  I  ever  doom’d  to  mif- 
fortunes,  and  to  lofe  my  deareft  and  belt 
friends !  Strive,  my  dear  Sir,  to  live,  and 
let  me  have  it  in  my  power  to  fhew  my 
gratitude  for  all  your  wondrous  goodnefs. 
The  tears  ftopt  my  voice,  and  with  a  tone 
and  an  accent  that  l  (hall  ever  remember, 
he  thus  anfwered  me  ;  Oh !  my  child—  I 
die  a  martyr  to  my  eagernefs  after  improv¬ 
ing  our  fortunes — to  the  lofs  of  your’s!  how 
have  I  anfwered  the  expectation  of  your 
good  and  kind  father,  in  taking  care  of 
your  intereft  !  Alas !  I  have  ruin’d  you  ! 
No,  Sir,  I  refum’d,  we  have  enough  left 
to  make  us  happy,  and  pray  be  l'o  firm  as 
to  overcome  an  unforefeen  misfortune,  which 
human  prudence  could  not  prevent !  I  de¬ 
fire  nothing  but  your  life,  without  which 
my  own  will  be  a  burden.  1  never  once 
indulg’d  a  murmur  or  complaint  upon  the 
occafion— and  why  fhould  you  ?  You,  who 
have  fuch  abundant  refources  from  reafon, 
from  religion,  to  look  upon  all  the  vani¬ 
ties  of  life  with  a  difguftful  eye.  Live, 
Sir,  for  that  excellent  woman,  for  me,  and 
banifh'all  uneafy  thoughts  from  your  breaft. 

—If 
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■—If  we  lofe  you,  we  fhall  be  poor  indeed  •' 
Generous  youth,  he  return’d,  I  feel  it  is 
now  too  late  to  profit  by  your  goodnefs— I 
know  my  frailty,  and  fee  my  error— but 
the  fprings  of  fife  have  nearly  loft  their 
motion,  and  I  fhall  ioon  be  confign’d  to 
my  parent  duft: — But  preferve,  if  you  can 
without  refentment,  the  memory  of  a  man, 
wno  knew  no  higher  felicity  than  in  being 
ferviceable  to  you — and,  but  I  know  I  need 
not  afk  it— be  a  comforter  and  a  friend  to 
my  poor  wife,  to  whom  I  know  my  lofs 
will  be  heavy.  And,  oh!  my  fon !  conti¬ 
nue  to  tread  in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  ho¬ 
nour,  which  will  enfure  your  earthly  hap- 
pin(  Is,  and  a  crown  of  glory  hereafter,  that 
fhall  never  fide  away  !  I  die  eafy  in  your 
forgivenefs  1—0  death,  where  is  thy  fling!  O 
grave ,  where  is  thy  victory !  The  fling  of  death 
f  fin  >  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life ,  thro' 
jefus  Chrift  our  Lord! — Here,  being  over¬ 
come,  he  fainted,  and, -in  lefs  than  an  hour 
afterwards,  gave  up  the  ghoft  in  our  arms. 
Mrs.  Duckett  was  fo  tenderly  affe&ed,  that 
I  was  oblig’d  to  conftrain  my  own  grief  to 
moderate  hers;  but  it  was  a  long  time  be¬ 
fore  all  thechriftian  arguments  I  could  ufe, 
were  fufficient  to  reconcile  her  to  this  dread¬ 
ful  ftroke.  We  buried  him,  in  his  own 
church,  with  all  the  honours  that  affection- 
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ate  love  could  pay  to  his  memory  ;  and 
finding  he  had  left  his  widow  but  a  fcanty 
proviiion,  I  made  over  the  remains  of  my 
fortune,  now  reduced  to  1000  L  to  her  ufe 
for  her  life,  determin'd  to  live  upon  , the 
fallary  of  my  commiflion  :  But  ftie  did  not 
enjoy  this  ad:  of  kindnefs  long  *,  for  in  Ids 
than  half  a  year  fhe  followed  her  excellent 
hufband,  and  I  buried  her  in  the  fame 
grave — for  they  were  lovely  and  pie  a f ant  in 
their  lives— and  in  death  they  were  not  di¬ 
vided  ! 

I  was  now  a  perfed  wanderer  in  the 
earth : — I  had  neither  relation  nor  friend  left, 
nor  any  connexions  that  bound  my  mind  ; 
but  the  duty  I  owed  to  myfelf,  to  my  king 
and  country,  and,  young  as  I  was,  was 
weaned  from  the  world,  by  the  repeated 
inftances  I  had  had  before  my  eyes  of  the 
nothingnefs  of  all  worldly  enjoyments,  and 
in  this  date  of  mind  I  return’d  to  my  duty 
as  an  enfign,  with  about  two  thoufand 
pounds  in  my  poflclTion.  Our  regiment, 
in  which  my  behaviour  and  good  offices 
had  made  me  lov’d  and  refpedted,  was  foon 
after  mov’d  to  Lincoln/hire ,  and  I  took  up 
my  quarters  at  a  village  call’d  Keil,  near 
Spil/by,  in  a  private  family,  the  head  of 
which  was  aconfiderable  farmer  and  grazier, 
who  had  a  moft  amiable  wife,  and  two 

V  ol.  II.  I  lovely 
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lovely  daughters,  the  eldeft  of  which  was 
nearly  of  my  own  age  and  difpofition. 
This  lovely  maid  footh’d  my  mournful 
heart  with  the  beauty  of  her  fentiments, 
and  the  melody  of  her  voice,  and  I,  who 
had  hitherto  been  a  Granger,  nay  a  rebel  to 
the  fair,  was  foon  a  Gave  to  her  uncommon  ' 
perfections.  1  he  father  of  my  fair  one, 
who  was  very  rich,  was,  Grange  contraG  ! 
quite  the  reverfe  of  his  amiable  family,  and 
had  more  of  the  brute  about  him,  than  the 
cattle  he  dealt  in.  The  accomp'Iifhmenfs 
of  his  daughters  had  been  folely  owing  to 
the  prudence  and  good  fenfe  of  the  mother, 
who  was  of  a  good  family,  and  had  receiv¬ 
ed  an  education  that  would  have  fitted  her 
ior  the  genteelefi  fituation  in  life,  but  had 
been  facrificed  by  the  avarice  of  her  parents. 
However,  I  was  a  favourite,  at  this  time, 
even  with  her  hufband,  as  my  behaviour 
was  open,  free,  and  generous,  and  as  1 
continued  to  difplay,  under  my  military 
garb,  all  the  gentle  qualities  that  could 
make  a  man  agreeable  to  the  fons  of  peace. 
In  fiiort,  1  was  fo  full  of  the  charms  of  my 
lovely  Marianne ,  that  I  even  attempted  her 
praile  in  poetical  Grain,  and  every  hill  and 
grove  around  witnefled,  and  echo  repeated 
my  amorous  tale.  Nor  was  my  fair  infen- 
lible  of  my  paflion  ;  but  was  infpir’d  with 
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a.  mutual  flame,  and  her  mother  and  flfler 
were  both  of  them  my  confirm’d  friends. 
But  as  to  the  father,  tho’  immenfely  rich, 
he  look’d  upon  daughters  as  the  plunderers 
of  his  eftate,  and  enemies,  that  were  fure 
to  rob  him  of  part  of  that  fortune,  which 
he  thought  better  veiled  in  his  own  dear 
felf,«  and  was  refolved,  the  man  that  mar¬ 
ried  either,  fhould  be  forced  to  do  it  clan- 
deftinely,  that  he  might  thereby  have  an 
excule  for  a  quarrel,  and  the  non-payment 
of  a  fortune,  and  yet  fave  his  own  reputa¬ 
tion.  This  was  a  fcheme,  that  one  would 
fcarcely  believe  it  poffible  a  father  fhould 
be  capable  of ;  but  he  actually  was  ;  and 
therefore  when,  after  having  obtain’d  his 
wife’s  and  daughter’s  confent,  I  propos’d 
the  matter  to  him,  and  offered  to  fettle  the 
fortune  he  gave  her  upon  herfelf ;  he  made 
me  this  reply  ftho’,  I  knew  he  only  lik’d 
me  better  than  any  man  in  England.)  Look- 
ye,  captain,  you  mud  not  take  it  amifs, 
but  I  had  always  an  averfion  to  you  military 
men;  that  is,  to  contracting  any  alliance 
with  them  ;  which,  1  fuppofe,  mud  ori¬ 
ginally  arife  from  my  hatred  to  (landing 
armies,  in  time  of  peace  ;  one  blefifed  fruit 
of  the  boafted  revolution.  Zaunds !  what 
an  odd  figure  a  great  fellow  is  at  country 
quarters,  (trotting  about,  and  nothing  to 

1  ^  do— 
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do — indeed  lie  may  be  faid  to  be  of  equal 
importance  with  my  dog  Watt,  and  a  guard 
ag.iinti  thieves  ■,  but,  in  place  of  that,  they 
are  generally  endeavouring  to  debauch  our 
wives  and  daughters,  and  otherwife  to  in¬ 
jure  thole  to  whom  they  are  fervants.  Ee- 
fides,  what’s  your  three  and  fix-pence  a-day, 
Zaunds,  it  won’t  keep  a  woman  in  tea,  and 
a  man  in  claiet.  No,  no,  you  fhall  have 
none  ol  my  confent,  I  promife  you,  unlefs 
you’ll  lay  by  that  fword,  and  that  fool’s 
coat,  and  take  fome  good  farm,  and  begin 
to  work  for  your  livelihood — why,  then  I’ll 
flock  it  for  you,  and  tofs  you  in  feme  other 
conveniences.  You  fee  I  talk  like  a  friend, 
plainly  ;  and,  I  hope,  you  won’t  take  it  a- 
rnifs  ;  but,  pofitively,  you  (han’t  have  my 
confent  upon  any  other  conditions :  How¬ 
ever,  don’t  make  a  quarrel  of  it — I  can 
mi(t  your  honour,  and  my  daughter’s  vir¬ 
tue,  and  I  wifh  I  could,  confidently  with 
real'on,  give  my  licence  to  your  being  unit¬ 
ed.  Zaunds,  man,  my  daughter  has  never 
been  u!ed  to  live  upon  airy  diet,  and  would 
ill  exchange  the  folid  comforts  of  my  table 
for  the  empty  title  of  the  Captain's  Lacy , 
and  fuch  thin  fare  as  three  fhillinrrs  and  fx- 

L  J 

pence  a-day  would  afford  her !  Here  he  • 
ceas’d,  whilft  I  was  actuated  by  different 
l'entiments.  The  odd  drollery  of  his  har- 

rangue 
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rangue  made  me  fmue,  tho  I  could  fcarce 
refrain  from  (hewing  forne  refentment  at 
his  manner  of  treating  of  me  ;  but  when  I 
ponder’d  a  moment — i  could  gather,  that 
his  intent  was  either  to  exafperate  me,  and 
make  me  leave  his  houfe,  and  quarrel  with 
him,  or,  feeing  the  impoffibility  of  gaining 
his  content,  to  induce  me  to  marry  without 
it  j  in  either  of  which  cafes  his  fordid  purpoies 
would  be  anfwered.  I  made  him,  then,  little 
reply,  for  my  indignation  at  his  bafe  and 
mean  principles,  would  have  prevented  my 
doing  it  with  proper  decorum,  and  I  was  not 
willing  to  leave  him  any  excufe  lor  what 
might  follow.  Marianne  was  waiting  in  her 
mother’s  chamber,  with  that  amiable  wo¬ 
man,  for  my  return,  full  of  fear,  and  full 
of  expectation.  The  dear  maid  faw,  thro’ 
the  difguife  of  gaity  I  put  on,  that  1  was 
chagrin’d,  and,  kindly  looking  at  me, 
drop’d  a  tear.  Alarm’d,  I  cry’d,  what 
means  my  angel  ? — we  fhall  foon  be  hap¬ 
py  ! — I  want  no  addition  to  my  little  for¬ 
tune  •,  but  leave  that  to  Providence,  which 
generally  rewards  a  mutual  fidelity  and  af¬ 
fection  with  encreafing  happinefs  :  Then, 
killing  her  mother’s  hand,  I  continu’d,  my 
dear  mother,  fo  1  hope  I  fhall  foon  call 
you — I  perceive  your  fpoufe  is  mean  enough, 
pardon  the  exprefiion,  to  defire  I  would 

I  3  take 
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take  that  lovely  maid,  againff  his  confenf, 
which  he  has  abfolutely  refufed  to  me  as  a 

loldier, without  confidering  that  the  profeflion 

* man  ,'s  the  laft  thing  to  be  confulted,  in 
nic.i  an  affair,  if  his  uprightnefs,  honour,  fin- 

terity  and  the  other  virtues  of  his  mind, 
make  him  an  eligible  fon-in-law.  Now  I 
more  than  regret,  I  mourn  the  privation ’of 
the  greateft  part  of  my  fortune,  which,  you 
have  ..card  me  fay,  I  was  unfortunately  de- 
pnved  of,  and  which  will  make  it  conve¬ 
nient,  as  it  is  my  ambition,  to  purfue  my 
in tc reft  in  the  army,  but  I  have,  what 
won  it.  be  call’d  here,  no  defpicable  fortune 
itill,  were  1  in  a  way  of  improving  it.  Let 
me  then,  privately  marry  this  lady,  without 
the  enjoyment  of  whole  perfonal  and  mental 
cnarms,  without  vvhofe  happinefs  I  cannot 
endure  life,  and  leave  the  lffiie  to  Provi¬ 
dence.  I  have  a  fcheme  to  try  him  how¬ 
ever,  to  try  if  he  is  fincere :  He  fays,  if  I’ll 
fiing  off  this  fool’s  coat,  as  he  calls  it,  and 
you  may  guefs  the  rude  language  1  have 
iuffered,  and  take  a  farm,  he’ll  flock  it, 
and  do  handlomcly  lor  us.  Now,  I’ll  look 
cut  for  one,  appear  in  colour’d  clothes,  and 
get  my  colonel  to  aid  the  innocent  deceit, 
if  you  will  alfo  do  it,  by  faying,  I  have  fold 
cut  of  the  regiment;  but  I  will  not  really 
do  it,  as  I  am  fine,  from  what  I  obferve, 

he 
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he  will  find  fome  method,  even  then,  to 
evade  his  promife  in  our  favour.  j  ne 
gentle  lady  was  inexpreffibly  concerned  at 
what  fhe  heard,  and  my  Marianne  wept  ; 
but  at  length  both  confented  to  my  prcuo- 
fal,  and  therefore  I  rode  over  to  my  goo. 
colonel,  who  lov’d  me,  and  inform  d  him 
of  the  ftory,  and  the  reft  of  my  brethren  m 
thofe  parts,  who  were  publickly  to  give  it 
out  that  I  had  fold  out  of  the  corps,  and 
had  an  intention  to  turn  farmer.  W  hen  1 
came  home,  I  found  my  worthy  motner 
had  been  at  high  words  with  her  hufband 
about  his  vile  temper,  and  refufal  to  con- 
fent  to  his  daughter’s  happinefs,  -and  was 
retir’d,  ill-us’d  and  affronted,  to  her  cham¬ 
ber.  However,  I  took  no  notice  •,  hot 
at  fupper  told  him,  he  had  made  a  convert 
of  me ;  that  I  had  fold  my  commiffion,  de- 
fired  his  alfiftance  and  inftruttion,  and  that 
he  would  look  out  for  fuch  a  farm,  as  he 
thought  I  could  manage  with  my  fortune, 
to  which  he  was  no  ftranger.  He  turn  d 
pale  at  what  I  faid,  and  could  not  conceal 
his  difappointment ;  but  however,  putting 
the  be  ft  face  upon  the  matter,  commended 
my  refolution,  and  told  me,  he  wouid  00 
all  in  his  power  to  ferve  me  •,  adding,  he 
had  now  no  objection  to  me  as  a  fon-in-lavv. 
We  were  all  witnefs  to  what  he  faid  :  Bur 

I  4 
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'.i  the  morning,  his  tone  was  chang’d  ar*d 
at  breakfaft  he  thus  addrefled  me  Why 

WhThV  hl 'T  COnfiderinS’  ^ar  \o 

t'nat  i  hjc  b'affk"?00r  wh,te  is  no  eafy  tafl:  i 
\  at  u  s  to  overcome  the  preiu 

■1ICes  ?  education,  and  ftill  more  whatsis 

YSowf  nVr0aran’S  ddifpofition 

n°f  take  it  amifs;  but,  upon  re- 
vr-.j VI -fg  all  this,  I  cannot  think  you  will 

fV  r  '  °  at  a  laborious  country  orcu- 

,  ,  '  1  ,,s  ,l!e>  ano  been  pampered  up  in 

boaWet,  glean  a  field>  or  t[Jh  ^ ) 

Wd?n;h°fe,iandS  that  have  bandied  the 
•;vor  ,  and  part.zan,  exetcife  the  dung-fork 

fl.m  PfC  e  ;  0r  tna|  Jn  fo  genteelly  hand  a 
i  I,  of  tea  to  a  lady,  carry  walk  to  the 

bogs  or  delce.od  to  other  more  dirty  cf- 

firCS?  And,  Jet  me  tell  you,  the  mailer’s 
f>e  and  hand  mull  be  employed,  with  us, 

and  he,mu(1  not  trull  to  deputies.  I  fav 
npon  tnefe  conliderations,  captain,  I  ftj|j 
poutively,  think  my  daughter’s  marriage 
with  you  impoflible,  and  can  never  give  my 
con  lent  to  it.  Don’t  think  it  amifi,  I  tell 
you  my  mind,  that  you  may  not  blame  me 
Hereafter,  when  you  may  both  be  tuaginp 
at  the  matrimonial  chain  with  poverty  and 
firs  Is ;  for  if  fhe  ever  marries  without  my 
con  lent,  1  11  never  give  her  one  farthing, 

nor 
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nor  fee  her  more.— You  may  depend  upon 
ir,  we  were  thunderftruck  with  tms  dec.a- 
ration,  tho’  it  was  little  more  than  I  had 
expected  of  a  man  who  had  never  liv  d  or 
anv  body  but  himfelf,  and  look’d  upon  his 
wife  and  children  as  his  goods  and  chatties, 
upon  the  fame  level  with  his  horfes  and 
oxen.  Poor  M&vittntit  was  inconfolabie,  and 
her  dear  mother  fo  much  difturb’d,  that  fne 
was  taken  ill  upon  it  ;  but  her  perfuafions, 
the  tears  of  his  daughters,  the  force  of  my 
own  rhetoric,  all  had  no  manner  of  effedt 
upon  a  heart  that  was  Peel’d  againft  every 
feft  and  humane  principle,  and  who  laugh’d 
at  the  very  name  of  the  tender  pafilons. 
Own  to  me,  fays  the  droll  favage  one  day, 
own  to  me,  captain,  with  your  ufual  can¬ 
dour,  that  I  am  very  unhappy.  Nature 
has  form’d  me,  like  one  of  the  BrP  fons  ot 
the  earth,  rugged,  hardy  and  laborious,  full 
of  native  honour  and  fincerity,  and  not  apt 
to  be  melted  to  any  of  the  idle  refinements 
of  the  age  1  live  in  1  And  fortune  has  given 
me  the  difeomfort  of  a  wife  and  daughters, 
that  put  on  as  many  airs  as  women  of  qua¬ 
lity  can  for  their  lives.  Why,  now,  I  fee 
the  iffue  of  my  denying  my  confent  to 
make  you  miferable — Madam  has  been 
dunning  in  my  ears  honour,  virtue,  genc- 
rofity,  mutual  love,  and  abundance  ot  fuch 

1  5  fine 
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fine  phrafes,  which,  I’m  fure,  can  have  very 
little  ufe  or  meaning  in  life,oreIfe  I  lhould 
have  under  Rood  them.  Zaunds!  man,  I 
know  nothing  but  the  fecret  of  improving 
my  flock,  and  that  I  know  as  well  as  any 
man  in  this  county,  let  the  other  be  where 
c  will ;  and  when  I  m  dead,  why  then  let 
my  children,  and  thofe  that  belong  to  me 
fweep  Broom  Field.  Zaunds  !  I  began  the 
world  with  a  trifle,  and  have  hurry ’d  and 
fcurry  d  to  make  myfelf  a  fponfible  man, 
and  Jet  my  folks  do  the  fame :  People  that 
come  by  money  without  knowing  the  pains 
cf  acquiring  it,  feldom  or  ever  know  how 

1  Cltner  t0  ule  or  keep  it.  Thus  he  run 
on,  and  I  fhall  not  trouble  you  with  my 
anfwers  to  this,  and  other  like  difcourfes, 
nnce  you  may  eafily  know  the  purport  of 
the m .  Truth  is,  he  had  no  bowels,  and  if 
he  defir  d  his  childrens  welfare,  it  was  more 
from  vanity  than  from  affe&ion  ;  for  I  was 
fen  Able  he  was  proud  of  my  attachment  to 
his  daughter,  and  often  crack’d  of  it  when 
in  company  with  his  neighbours,  and  in  his 
cups  ;  but  as  to  parting  with  money,  I  per¬ 
ceived,  he  was  never  to  be  work’d  upon  to 
do  it.  The  amiable  Marianne ,  whofe  foul 
was  of  the  moll :  noble  and  delicate  calf,  was 
a  long  time  before  fire  could  be  perfuaded 
to  conftnc  to  give  a  beggar,  as  fhe  call’d 

her  fdf, 
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herfelf,  to  my  arms  ;  but,  at  length,  yield¬ 
ed  to  my  reafons,  and  my  preffing  entrea¬ 
ties,  and  her  mother  and  filter,  accompany¬ 
ing  US  to  Boftotiy  we  were  united  in  wedlock;, 
and  I  receiv’d  a  treafure,  that  was  more  va¬ 
luable  to  me  than  all  the  riches  of  the  ealt. 
We  ftaid,  all  by  the  old  man’s  confent,  and 
privity  too,  three  days  at  Bofion ,  at  a  rela¬ 
tion’s,  who  was  alfo  quite  proud  of  my  al¬ 
liance,  and  then  return’d  home,  v.enad 
determined  to  keep  nothing  fecret,  as  we 
had  nothing  to  fear,  or  expect,  and  as  I  in¬ 
tended  to  let  my  new  father  know  that  1 
declin’d  all  thoughts  of  a  prefent  portion 
but  it  is  impofiible  to  exprefs  the  rage  the 
old  fox  put  on  upon  the  occafion.  Zaunds. 
he  cried,  you  (hall  no w  both  turn  out  ot  my 
houfe. — I’ll  never  fee,  or  fpeak  to  you  a- 
ga;n — juft  at  a  time  too,  when  I  had  almoft 
brought  myfelf  to  approve  of  the  match.  • 
G— d  d-n  it— juft  then  to  fly  in  the  face 
of  all  duty  and  fatherly  authority.— -I’ll  ne¬ 
ver  forgive  it ! — He  would  have  (truck  his 
wife,  and  really  did  ftnke  his  other  daugh¬ 
ter— and  left  us  with  an  abfolute  command 
that  day  to  quit  his  territories.  Neither 
myfelf,  nor  my  Marianne  were  much  affect¬ 
ed  with  this-,  for  we  could  plainly  perceive, 

that  all  the  rage  he  difplayed,  was  only  put 
on  to  fave  appearances;  that  he  might  lalve 

2  his 
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h:s  own  reputation,  and,  under  the  fhew  of 
punilLmg  our  difobedience,  have  his  mo(- 
y  y  ■  Accordingly  then  we  retreated  to  Sptlf- 
to  the  houfeof  another  relation  of  my 

f  moft  rami‘y’  Wa°  l0V£d  me’  afcer  taking 
a  mod  tender  ad.eu  of  my  mother  and  lifter 

of  wi*otIJ  .loaded  coach  with 
prelents  or  every  thing  flit  thought  her 

daughter  would  ftand  in  need  of,  and  would 

mce wife  force  her  to  accept  of  thirty  auineas 

wh.ch  fhe  had  by  her,  unknown*™  the 

hound,  her  hufband.  He  had  journey’d  a 

way  to  Spaldmg  fwearing  he  would  not  en- 

er  the  doors  till  we  had  difappeared  •  bud 

Zn  °j5eI?  t0  lec  ^e  wench,  as  he 

have  every  rag  that 
<  ,  .  g  ,d  t0  hcr  wlien  Hie  went  away  }  nor 

dauPht el17  an>'  CTmandS  Up°n  her’  or  her- 
wjtj^us  ’  UuC  10  iave  any  communication 

Thus  a  young  couple  launched  into  the 

world,  quite  unexperienc’d  in  the  ways  of 
"7  wun  a  reafonable  fum  of  money,  and 

good nt Is  of  heart,  and  other  l'uch  qualities 
winch  are  not  very  marketable  in  the  pre-’ 
lent  difpofition  of  worldly  affairs.  Every 
hour  I  poffeffed  the  charmer  of  my  heart! 

fieff  graces  new  embellilhments,  added 

truth  and  prudence,  attracted  my  love  and 

vene- 
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veneration,  and  I  may  venture  to  fay,  tnat 
few  of  her  fex  ever  pofTeffed  more  and 
greater  perfeftions.  Warm’d  with  the  fe¬ 
licity  I  enjoy’d,  1  fpar’d  no  expence  todif- 
play  my  fatisfadlion,  and,  for  the  fix  mouthy 
that  I  afterwards  llaid  in  Lincolnjhire ,  we 
were  the  gayeft  couple  in  the  county,  be--- 
lov’d  by  every  one,  and  applauded  in  all 
our  adlions.  One  beautiful  boy  had  crown  d 
our  loves,  and  1  thought  myfelfat  the  dim- 
mi  t  of  human  felicity,  never  once  being  ab- 
fent  from  my  lovely  family,  but  when  my 
duty  required  me.  Our  father,  fuch  an 
oddity  he  was,  heard  and  fpoke  with  plea- 
fure  of  us  but  would  never  come  near  us, 
tho’  at  the  fame  time,  if  any  one  faid  an 
ill-natur’d  thing  of  us,  but  himfelf,  he  was 
fure  to  difcard  them  his  favour  for  ever. 
Our  dear  mother,  and  my  filler  were  per¬ 
petually  with  us,  without  any  refentment 
on  that  account  from  him.  At  the  end  of 
thefe  fix  months,  our  colonel,  who  was  my 
faft  friend,  was  removed  to  another  regi¬ 
ment,  in  which  his  intereft  procur’d  me  a 
lieutenancy,  and  we  fet  out  for  London  to¬ 
gether,  after  taking  leave,  in  the  tendered 
manner,  of  all  our  friends,  and  my  worthy 
brethren  of  the  corps,  to  whom  my  houfe 
had  always  been  open.  It  was  on  this  oc- 
cafion  that  I  effay’d  to  get  an  opportunity 

to 
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srti'T  °f  this  ftr“gE  p'ece  of  pater. 

,  7:!r  1  b“  ■"  ran.  He  would  „„  de. 
A  fiOm  his  affected  anger,  tho5  kc  f^nr 
>!?W0,d  >fc«  ke  wi<h’d  ul  ieif,  and  £ 

1  weu  contlr>ued  to  behave  as  we  ought  to 

death 0  W0nfide’fUS  ^  WS  Cbild°ren  at 
ms  death.  We  arnv  d  in  the  metronoli* 

and  after  fhewingmyfelf  to  the  corps,  which 

was  quarter'd  not  far  from  London,  took  a 

fnd  foih°UfC  C°Urt  Cnd  °f  the  town> 

tance  TKaCqU'r  A  P°l,te  fet  of  «quain- 
tance.  The  way  of  life  we  Jiv’d,  fu|j  of  the 

hurry  and  diffipation  of  the  gaiety  and  fu- 

t‘  U,y  of  htfhionable  life,  was  what  we 
botn,  notwithftanding,  had  a  natural  aver- 

cholv°'r,(}Myf  W,ferS  °f  a  feri0US’  melan- 

cnuy  call:  of  mind,  and  I  was  attach’d  to 
contemplation,  ftudy  and  books,  and  con-  . 
lequentiy  we  were  only  putting  a  force  upon 
our  inclinations.  Befide,  our  fortune  was 
upon  the  decay,  for  my  pay  was  infuffi- 

c  e  t  t0  supply  the  many  calls  I  created  for 
money ;  but  as  I  had  now  contra&ed  home 
friendfhips  with  perfons  of  intereft  in  the 
government,  who  daily  vifited  us,  I  did 
not  doubt  of  good  preferment  in  the  armv 
to  which  my  way  of  living,  I  thought,’ 
could  not  fail  to  contribute.  Indeed  I  had 
many  wife  ledtures  from  the  dear  partner  of 
my  bolom  upon  this  head  ;  ihe  had  more 

pene- 
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penetration  than  I  had,  and  could  fee  thro 
the  fallacy  of  the  many  profelTions  that  were 
made  us, and  ufed  all  the  arguments,  in  the 
power  of  fo  much  mildnefs  to  ufe,  to  dif- 
play  to  me  the  folly  of  expectation  and  de¬ 
pendence  ;  when,  had  we  liv’d  in  a  more 
retir’d  and  happy  manner,  we  fhould  have 
no  occafion  to  rely  upon  them.  But  I  was 
infatuated  with  the  falfe  purfuits  I  had  em¬ 
bark’d  in,  and  as  I  was  proud  of  her,  could 
not  think  of  fequeftring  thofe  beauties  and 
thofe  charms  in  the  fhade,  which  I  thought 
ought  to  fhine  forth,  and  be  the  admiration 
of  all  the  world.  In  a  twelvemonth  after 
our  removal,  we  had  the  grievous  news  of 
the  death  of  our  mother,  who  had  been 
always  fending  us  fome  kind  token  of  her 
remembrance,  and  foon  after  of  that  of  my 
filter-in-law,  who  had  actually  been  mur¬ 
der’d  by  the  obduratenefs  of  her  father, 
who  had  play’d  the  fame  game  he  did  with 
her  filter,  tho’  fhe  had  not  found  fo  faith¬ 
ful  and  difinterefted  a  fvvain  as  fhe  had. 
Words  are  too  faint  to  exprefs  our  forrow 
upon  this  occafion,  we  fincerely  lamented 
them  ;  tho’  I  was  forced  to  put  on  ail  the 
unconcern  I  pollibly  could,  and  to  divert 
my  wife  by  every  amufement  I  could  de- 
vife,  to  keep  her  from  dwelling  too  much 
upon  fo  great  a  lofs  •,  by  which,  tho’  an 
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nrily  child,  {he  could  nor  be  benefited,  as 
We  imagin’d  a  fecond  wife  would  foon  be 
fought  after,  who  would,  as  ufual,  oblite¬ 
rate  from  her  fathers  breaft  all  remains  of 
his  arfe&ion  for  the  offspring  of  the  firff, 
And  io  indeed  it  proved  ;  for  the  next  news 
we  received  was,  that  he  had  married  a  wi- 
<  o Vv  in  the  neighbourhood,  whofe  temper, 
we  knew,  was  full  as  brutifh  and  fordid  as 
Ins  own.  We  were  now,  then,  fecluded,  as 
it  were,  from  ail  family  connexions,  and  it 
doubled  our  love  and  tenderneis  for  each 
other,  and  for  our  children,  of  whom  two 
out  of  three  remained  to  us,  who  inherited, 
in  their  perfons  and  tempers,  the  attractions, 
and  the  mild  and  generous  difpofitions  of 
their  parents.  I  was  by  this  time  reduced 
to  my  laft  500/.  but  1  was  not  in  debt,  tho’ 
my  expectations  of  preferment  had  proved 
abortive,  v/hen  our  regiment  was  removed 
to  the  county  of  Kent ,  which  afforded  us 
what  wc  had  long  fought  for,  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  quitting,  without  difgrace,  our  lplen- 
did  way  of  life,  and  the  anxious  moments 
we  fometimes  felt  when  we  look’d  into  fur¬ 
ther  occurrences,  that  might  elfe  have  been 
expected  to  have  followed.  We  left  town, 
then,  with  the  applaufes,  and  the  good 
wifhes  of  all  our  acquaintance,  determin’d 
Co  confine  ourfelves,  for  the  future,  to  ftiJl 

and 
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and  calm  life,  to  live  only  for  each  other's 
happinefs,  and  to  keep  within  the  bounds 
of  our  little  financies  ;  and  in  this  temper 
wenttolodgeatadelightfulcountry  villa,  and 
with  an  agreeable  family,  near  Canterbury , 
feemingto  have  now  before  us  all  the  delights 
that  the  poets  have  fung  in  their  rural  and 
amorous  defcriptions.  The  hr  id  (hock  our 
feheme  of  happinefs  fudained,  was  the  lois 
of  our  eldeft  fon,  who  died  of  the  imall 
pox ;  a  child,  who,  by  his  endearing  tem¬ 
per  and  ready  proficiency  in  every  thing  he 
was  put  to  learn,  had  made  himfelt  ex¬ 
tremely  valuable  to  us,  and  his  lofs  embit¬ 
tered  many  a  fucceeding  moment  of  our 
days.  Bat  what  made  it  (till  more  touch¬ 
ing  to  me  was,  that  my  dear  and  excellent 
Marianne  fo  por’d  over  her  great  and  irre¬ 
parable  misfortune,  that  it  had  a  very  vi- 
fible  ill  effeft  upon  her  health,  which  drove 
me  almoft  to  defpair  and  didradtion  •,  yet  I 
drove  to  conceal  my  difturbance  from  her, 
fearful  of  increafing  her  forrow,  tho’  often 
the  darting  tear  would  dand  in  my  eye  when 
1  look’d  at  the  lovely  features,  and  beheld 
the  ravages  that  wading  grief  had  made.  I 
devifed  all  means  in  the  world  to  foothe  and 
divert  her  mind,  made  frequent  journies  of 
pleafure,  and  was  never  a  moment  from  her 
company  j  but,  alas  !  ’cwas  ail  in  vain  i  die 

was 
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was  hurrying,  by  a  flow  and  fatal  decay,  to 
}cr  kindred  ikies.  What  doubled  my  tor¬ 
ture  was,  to  behold  the  efforts  my  charmer 
inade  to  put  on  an  air  of  gaiety  and  plea- 
fan  tiy,  merely  from  her  regard  to  me, 
when  I  was  fenfible  it  gave  her  the  utpoft 
odguft  and  pain.  To  conclude  this  mod 
dreadful  part  of  my  ftory,  fhe,  at  length, 
notwithstanding  all  my  pains  and  follici- 
tudes,  fell  fick,  and  in  a  few  days,  tho’  in 
the  ufe  of  all  her  fenfes,  fhe  was  given  over 
by  the  phyficians.  In  vain  did  all  our  new 
friends,  in  vain  a  clergyman,  with  whom 
we  had  contracted  an  acquaintance,  endea¬ 
vour  to  reafon  me  into  a  refignation  upon 
this  awful,  this  trying  occafion.  About  to 
lofe  the  only  felicity  I  ever  enjoyed,  and  to 
lefe  it  for  ever  ! — Inceflant  tears,  heart-rend- 
ing  fighs,  doleful  complaints,  were  my  food 
from  morn  ’till  even  ;  and,  to  add  to  my 
forrow,  I  had  every  moment  in  my  arms,  a 
fon,  who,  by  each  look  and  word,  declar’d 
he  was  but  too  fenfible  of  his  approaching 
misfortune  It  was  under  this  anxiety  that, 
one  evening,  and  the  laft  of  her  valuable 
life,  as  I  was  fitting  with  her  feeble  hand 
in  mine,  for  I  never  ftirr’d  from  her  bed- 
fide,  fummoning  up  all  her  fpirits,  the  an¬ 
gelic  creature  thus  addreffed  me,  in  accents 
that  even  now  continue  to  found  in  my  ears. 

Ah ! 
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Ah!  my  dear  hufhand,  I  fear  to  tell  you — * 
yet  mud- — that  a  few  hours  will  feparate  me 
from  you  for  ever !— 5Tis  not  the  iofs  oi' 
any  thing  this  world  can  afford,  befide,  that 
can  make  me  regret  to  leave  it.  But,  oh! 
the  thought  of  being  deprived  of  thy  dear 
fociety,  notwithdanding  all  my  faith  and 
confidence  in  the  promifes  of  my  bleffed 
Redeemer  is  dreadful! — is  hardly  to  be  bornei 
—Oh !  my  love,  how  happy  have  1  ever 
found  myfelf  in  your  affedtion  and  unremit¬ 
ted  tendernefs  !  What  acknowledgments  I 
ought  to  make  you  for  the  condant  regard 
you  have  fhewn  to  my  eale  and  (atisfadtion, 
and  I  truft  that  heaven  will  blefs  Inch  worth, 
fuch  honour,  fuch  fpotlefs  truth  ! — Oh!  my 
M'Kenzie ,  I  leave  you  a  facred  depofit — 
that  dear  boy — the  image  of  yourfeif,  and 
remember  he  calls  upon  you  to  join  a  mo¬ 
ther’s  tendernefs  to  a  father’s  cares.  Do 
not  forget  your  dying  Marianne ,  who  lov’d 
you  with  unaffedted  truth  and  finccrity — 1 
who  took  no  joy  but  in  your  happinefs — 
and  who,  to  the  laid  gaze  of  her  darkening 
eye,  to  the  lad  infpiration  of  her  parting 
breath,  the  lad  motion  of  her  faultring 
tongue,  will  have*  your  image  before  her, 
and  your  dear  name  on  her  lips.  1  fliould 
depart  more  compos’d  and  calmly,  how¬ 
ever,  into  the  arms  of  our  merciful  Creator, 

where 
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wnerc  1  make  not  the  lea  ft  doubt  that  we 
hall  finally  rejoice  together,  if  I  were  to 
te  you  endeavour  at  the  fupport  of  your 
ipirits— and  yet,  I  do  not  know  how  to 
Ipeak  that  peace  to  you,  which,  tho’  1  want 
■t  Jo  much  more  myfelf,  I  cannot  acquire 

l  .  t,,ls  ^deJ  eternity.  Here,  her  ftrength 
being  wafted,  fhe  ceafed,  and  I,  having  The 
dreadful  idea  before  me  of  her  beinv  o0ne 
for  ever,  flung  myfelf  befide  her,  crying. 
My  dear  wife!  my  lovely  Marianne!' why 
do  I  luftam  this  wretched  being,  which  was 
only  valuable  for  your  fake!  Oh!  righte¬ 
ous  and  merciful  heaven  I  permit  our  fouls 
to  fleet  together  from  thefe  regions  of  mor¬ 
tal  iorrow!—  My  cries  once  more  unclos’d 
thofe  dear  eyes— -fhe  fix’d  them  tenderly 
upon  me,  and,  with  her  remaining  ftrength 
flung  her  arm  round  my  neck,  and  gently 

Jlghmg  expir’d. - Gracious  God  I  what 

was  my  fituacion  ! — regardiefs,  for  indeed  I 
was  incapable  of  regarding  aught,  of  her 
alt  exhortations,  I  rav’d,  fwoon’d  upon  her 
oorple,  and  committed  all  the  a&s  defpair 
and  frenzy  could  fuggeft,  and  with  the 
u  tin  oft  difficulty  was,  at  length,  forced 
worn  the  mournful  fpot,  and  from  the  dif- 
mal  chamber,  where  lay  the  inanimate  re¬ 
mains  of  all  I  held  fo  dear— Excufe  thefe 
team,  my  lord,  to  the  memory  of  one  of 

the 
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the  mod  amiable  creatures  that  ever  exiited 
in  human  femblance  !— 1  hey  will  ever  re¬ 
cur  to  my  eyes  whenever  I  mention  her — • 
and  they  are  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  her 
dear  memory,  which  will  dwell  with  me 
’till  death  obliterates  a!  1  the  traces  of  thought. 
Ranger ,  and  his  noble  hoft  and  hoftefs,  join’d 
his  tears,  at  this  moving  part  of  his  narra¬ 
tion,  and  when  he  had  given  fome  fcope  to 
them,  he  dry’d  his  eyes,  and  proceeded. 
Thus  then  I  loft  this  worthy  creature,  and 
began  to  think  mylelf  quite  deftitute  of  the 
favour  of  heaven.  We  had  lov'd  each 
other  with  unremitted  fondnefs  — Our  tem¬ 
pers,  our  minds,  nay,  in  fome  fenfe,  our 
perfons  were  fimilar,  and  not  a  cloud  had 
ever  overfhadowed  our  enjoyment  of  each 
other.  Reafon,  in  fome  time,  however, 
began  to  relume  her  reign,  and  rhe  care  of 
my  dear  boy,  who  was  more  a  fife  die  d  than 
could  be  imagined  of  one  of  his  tender  age, 
and  the  commands  of  my  Marianne^  contri  ¬ 
buted  greatly  to  reconcile  me  to  life, — I 
fhould  fay,* to  living  ;  for  my  life  has  ever 
•  ftnee  been  barely  breathing,  and  a  kind  of 
vegetable  exiftence.  1  had  loft  all  that 
v.ak’d  my  foul  to  ambition,  all  that  ever 
excited  me  to  confult  intereft.  Even  ho¬ 
nour  and  reputation  ceas’d  to  have  fuch 
biiiliant  charms  as  ei  ft  captivated  my  breath 

in 
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in  my  Marianne ,  all  that  infpir’d  me  was 
buried  and  the  world  became  to  me  a  per- 
red:  defart!  But,  * 

i  et  I  behold  her — yet _ . 

Turn  your  lights  inward ,  eyes,  and  view  my 
thought ,  ' 

So /hall  you.  ft  ill  behold  her  l - 

j.  has  the  mind)  who/'e  unde  ter  min'  d  view 
Revolves ,  and  to  the  prefenl  adds  the  paft, 

I  remembered  to  have  heard  the  much-Iov’d 
woman  fay,  that  fhe  fhould  ] ike  to  be  bu¬ 
ried  near  her  mother,  in.  the  chancel  of  the 
enure h  of  Keil ,  in  Lincoln/hire ,  and  as  now 
j  ‘Ccolivfled  every  word  and  adlion  with  a 
kind  o*  religious  fondnefs,  I  came  to  a  re¬ 
solution  of  burying  her  there,  or  otherwile 
~  fhould  have  inhum  d  her  in  Surry ,  with 
my  own  father  and  mother,  and  the"  good 
»ir.  and  Mrs.  Duckett.  .Accordingly  we 
on  out,  with  as  .much  funeral  pomp  as  was 
confident  not  only  with  my  character,  but 
with  my  affeftion  ;  myfelf  and  fon  being 
unaffected  mourners,  attended  by  the  gentle^ 
man  and  his  wife  where  we  lodg’d,  in  Kent% 
who,  in  the  little  time  they  had  known 
fvjis.  M.  henzie,  had  feen  enough  to  make 
them  vaiue  her  extremely.  I  had  order’d 
the  undertaker  to  provide  proper  things  for 
aj  pci  ,on5  as  1  thought  would  be  ex¬ 

pedient 
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pedient  to  invite  there,  particularly  my  fa¬ 
ther-in-law  and  his  wife,  .whom  we  had 
fometimes  correfponded  with,  and  that 
more  from  my  wife’s  affeftion,  than  from 
any  regard  the  old  gentleman,.  had  fhewn 
us  fince  the  death  of  our  mother.  In  this 
melancholy  journey,  no  words  can  exprels 
the  diftrefs  1  labour’d  under,  and  in  five 
days  we  arrived  at  Spil/by,  bringing  the  fir  ft 
news  into  Lincolnfhire  of  the  death  of  a  lady 
who  had  been  an  honour  to  the  place  of  her 
birth.  Her  relations  were  all  fincerely  af» 
fefted  •,  but,  to  defcribe  what  I  felt  in  re¬ 
viewing;  all  the  fcenes  of  our  beginning 
loves,  all  the  happinefs  1  had  enjoyed  in 
this  delightful  vicinity,  joys  which,  alas! 
were  now  no  more,  all  the  power  of  lan¬ 
guage  would  be  too  faint.  One  of  our 
friends  went  to  my  wife’s  father,  and  firft 
brought  to  him  the  news  of  his  daughter’s 
death.  He,  for  the  firft  time  that  ever  he 
wept  in  his  life,  fhed  tears  ;  and  immedi¬ 
ately  took  his  horfe  and  came  over  to  us, 
and  entered  the  room  where  I  was,  with  an 
adlion  of  affedlion  and  diftrefs,  of  which  I 
never  before  had  thought  him  capable.  I 
mult  own  that,  in  regard  to  his  poor  daugh¬ 
ter,  could  not  help  fhewing  him  the  ut- 
rnoft  refpect,  and  we  mingled  our  tears  to¬ 
gether,  he  often  repeating — Ah  !  my  poor 

daughter 
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daughter— I  wifh  I  had  feen  thea  before 
thou  diedft : — This  is,  pofuively,  thegreateft 
blow  I  ever  received.  Juft  at  that  inftant 
his  grand  Ton  entered  the  room,  and,  view¬ 
ing  him,  he  continued — Poor  baby  !— how 
fhall  we  make  thee  amends  for  thy  grievous 
lofs  • — 1  have  no  children  but  thee  left— and 
thou  inalt  inherit  all  I  have.  The  amiable 
little  fellow  careis’d  him  in  his  innocent 
way,  which  fimih’d  the  conquelt  over  his 
hitherto  obdurate  heart.  The  next  day  we 
depofited  my  wife’s  remains  in  the  grave 
with  her  mother  and  lifter  ;  and,  having 
difcharg’d  the  undertaker,  and  fent  home 
our  Kentijh  acquaintance,  I,  mournfully, 
yielded  to  the  iollici tations  of  my  father-in- 
law,  to  re  fide  fome  days  with  him,  before 
we  fet  out  for  London ,  tho’  the  fight  of  the 
houfe  was  grievous  to  me  on  many  accounts.* 
Tet  1  thought  I  owed  fomewhat  to  my 
fon’s  intereft,  to  whom  the  old  gentleman 
had  Ihewn  a  prodigious  fondnefs.  His  new 
wife  put  on  an  air  of  concern  and  civility, 
and  took  great  notice  of  my  ion,  but  in¬ 
wardly,  I  could  difeover,  wiflfid  us  farther 
off,  looking  upon  us  as  enemies,  in  the  way 
of  the  numerous  train  of  relations  fhe  had 
introduced  to  the.  old  man’s  notice,  and 
even  into  his  houfe.  One  day,  when  we 
were  riding  to  Spiljly  together,  and,  for  va- 
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riety,  had  eroded  the  country  by  bye-roads, 

I  took  the  liberty  thus  to  addrefs  him.  I 
cannot  imagine.  Sir,  that,  by  your  fecond 
venture,  you  will  have  any  offspring,  and, 
notwithftanding  Tome  particularities  I  have 
noted  in  your  temper,  I  believe  you  had  a 
fincere  value  for  my  late  dear  mother,  my 
Marianne ,  and  her  fifter  ;  and  I  don’t  doubt 
your  confidering  your  grandfon  as  the  only 
reprefentative  of  your  family,  after  making 
^  proper  provifion  for  your  fpoufe.  As  far 
as  can  be  feen,  confidering  his  youth  and 
innocence,  he  feems  form’d  to  merit  your 
regard,  and  to  do  honour  to  the  family  he 
fprung  from,  and  in  his  education  nothing 
fhall  be  wanting  to  make  him  an  ornament, 
and  a  benefit  to  mankind.  But  1  would 
have  you,  Sir,  think  of  thefe  things  in 
health  ;  for,  to  be  plain,  and  I  know  you 
love  freedom,  I  perceive,  you  are  fo  fur- 
rounded,  that,  if  you  fhould  be  taken  ill  in 
our  abfence,  (and  next  week  I  muff -depart) 
you  will  not  be  the  abfolute  mailer  of  your 
refolutions,  and  you  know  what  felf-inte- 
refted  artifices  are  often  practiced  upon  a 
dying  man.  The  old  gentleman,  to  my 
furprize,  made  me  this  calm  reply.  Why, 
fon,  as  you  fay,  I  have  many  particulari¬ 
ties,  but  I  wifh  my  temper  had  been  other- 
wife  ;  for  I  have  now  liv’d  to  lofe  all  thofe 
Vol.  II.  K  '  for 
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for  whom  I  was  fcheming  future  fortune, 
and  begin  to  value  money  a  little  lefs  than 
formerly.  I  did  fincerely  love  your  mo¬ 
ther,  and  my  daughters,  tho’  I  made  ufe  of 
certain  politic  meafures  with  you  all,  and 
never  fhould  have  married  again;  but  that 
this  woman  had  a  tempting  bait  of  8000  l. 
by  her,  which  I  could  not,  for  my  life,  help 
having  an  inclination  to  call  my  own.  But, 
pofitively,  never  were  two  knowing  ones 
better  met ;  for,  before  fhe  furrendered  to 
me,  fire  infilled  upon  my  making  a  will  in 
her  foie  favour,  which  accordingly  I  did, 
leaving  only  500/.  to  your  wife.  But  you 
may  be  fure  I  intended  to  alter  this,  tho’  I 
have  waited  fo  long  firft,  in  hope  that  I 
fhould,  God  forgive  me,  put  her  into  the 
ground  before  me.  If  I  live,  before  you 
go,  I  will  make  a  frelh  will,  and  leave  all 
to  my  grandfon  that  I  can,  which  may,  per¬ 
haps,  amount  to  10,000/.  for,  between  you 
and  I,  I  find  I  begin  to  decay,  and  can’t 
laft  long,  and  therefore  will  not  be  fo  un- 
juft,  as  to  give  away  any  of  the  money  from 
her,  which  I  got  by  her.  This  is  my  de¬ 
termined  refolution  -,  and,  as  a  proof  it,  I 
have  brought  with  me  a  little  prefent  for 
yourfelf,  as  an  acknowledgment  that,  I 
think  I  have  not  treated  you  well,  and  of 
what  I  owe  you  for  your  good  behaviour  to 
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my  late  excellent  daughter,  with  whom  you 
never  had  a  farthing.  So  faying,  he  (lop’d 
his  horfe,  as  I  did  mine,  and,  pulling  out 
a  bag,  in  which,  he  faid,  there  was  300/. 
and  a  bank-bill  for  200/.  more,  he  gave  it 
into  my  hand,  as  I  fat,  quite  amazed  and 
flaring  at  him  with  all  my  eyes,  whilft  he 
thus  continued.  Why,  ’faith,  Mac,  you 
may  well  be  amazed  ;  fome  years  ago,  I 
could  as  loon  have  borne  to  have  parted 
with  fo  many  drops  of  blood  *,  but  times 
alter,  you  know — Age  and  Ioffes,  and  a  view 
of  mortality,  have  made  thefe  fhining  pieces 
of  lels  value  to  me,  and,  I  hope,  have  made 
me  repent  of  the  many  meanneffes  I  have 
been  guilty  of  to  acquire  them.  I  took  his 
hand,  for  the  firft  time,  and  kifs’d  it,  ut¬ 
tering  many  grateful  expreffions  of  my  fenfe 
of  his  favour,  and  all  my  affection  for  him 
returned.  This  was  all  tranfadted  at  the 
corner  of  a  lane,  up  which  we  were  going 
to  ride,  and  was  obferved  by  three  travel¬ 
ling  fellows,  who  had  not  been  noticed  by 
us ;  but  all  in  the  fame  moment  I  heard 
my  father  cry — Turn  about — good  God!  ye 
villains !  and  was,  before  1  could  move, 
knock’d  fenfelefs  from  my  horfe.  Oh ! 
heaven,  judge  my  amazed,  my  fad  fitua- 
tion,  when,  opening  my  eyes,  which,  per¬ 
haps,  might  be  a  confiderable  fpace  after- 
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waids,  I  perceived  the  old  gentleman,  at 
iome  di (lance,  weltring  in  his  gore,  and, 
eflaying  to  get  up,  found  I  was  incapable 
of  moving,  and  wounded  in  the  head  and 
bread.  I  now  recollected  every  thing,  and 
was  overcome  with  fo  terrible,  fo  compli¬ 
cated  a  misfortune.  Thus  I  remained  near 
an  hour,  and  did  not  doubt,  as  the  place 
was  very  little  frequented,  that  there  I 
fhould  alfo  expire,  when  I  heard  the  found 
of  men  and  horfes,  and,  foon  after,  could 
difcover  fome  of  our  fervants,  with  a  great 
pofle  of  countrymen,  and  a  cart  to  carry  us 
home.  All  this  was  fo  profound  a  myfte- 
ry,  that  I  doubted  if  my  fenfes  were  not 
difordered.  They  firft  went  to  my  father, 
itnd,  having  put  him  into  the  cart,  came 
to  me,  and  I  endeavoured  to  lift  up  my 
head,  and  to  fpeak,  but  was  incapable  of 
cither,  tho’  I  could  hear,  and  noticed  all 
that  pafs’d.  He’s  alive,  fays  one  of  the 
fellows — thank  God  for  that  j — We  have 
all  reafon  to  love  him,  I’m  fur,e. — He  was 
always  kind  to  us,  and  was  a  fpecial  huf- 
band  to  young  midrefs.  All  this  while 
they  were  getting  me  into  the  cart,  where 
they  laid  me  by  my  father,  and  then,  with 
a  gentle  .pace,  drove  us  home.  We  were 
received  by  the  family  with  terror  and  af¬ 
fright,  and  the  widow  put  on  an  air  of  the 

mod 
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moft  poignant  forrow.  Soon  after  a  iur- 
geon  arrived,  who,  fearching  my  wounds. 
Said,  they  were  not  mortal;  but  that  my  fa¬ 
ther  had  been  part  help  long  ago,  and  was 
gone  for  ever.  All  this  I  could  diftindtly 
hear,  which  had  like  to  have  difappointed 
all  the  endeavours  for  my  recovery,  when 
I  contemplated  the  fatal  confequences  to  me 
and  my  fon  of  this  dreadful  murder.  How¬ 
ever,  the  fight  of  the  dear  child,  weeping 
by  my  bed-fide^determihed  me  tocompofe 
myfelf,  and  in  three  days  I  was  able  to  give 
an  account,  as  far  as  I  knew,  of  my  mif- 
fortune,  tho’  not  by  whom,  or  how  the 
murder  was  perpetrated.  However,  befide 
the  500/.  every  thing  valuable,  as  watches, 
rings,  buttons,  and  buckles  were  taken  from 
us  ;  and,  by  the  many  rents  in  our  clothes, 
it  was  perceivable  they  had  endeavoured  to 
ftrip  us  of  them  alfo.  A  hue  and  cry  w«$ 
difpatched  every  way,  but  without  effedf, 
during  all  the  time  l  was  under  cure.  It: 
appeared  that  a  neighbour  had  accidentally 
and  providentially  rode  that  way  and  found 
us,  as  he  fuppos’d,  dead,  and  being  unable 
to  do  any  thing  alone,  he  gallop'd  to  my 
father’s  with  the  dreadful  tidings,  which 
were  confirm’d  by  our  horfes  returning  juft 
at  the  fame  time  without  their  riders ;  ar^d 
this  brought  down  the  relief,  without  which 

K  3  I 
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]  fhouJd  alfo  foon  have  been  numbered  with 
the  dead.  Some  of  our  wounds  feem’d  to 
oe  given  by  the  prongs  of  a  hay- fork,  and 
others  with  a  knife  ;  I  had  feveral  contu¬ 
sions,  and  my  father’s  body  was  all  over  a 
continued  bruife  •,  fo  that,  it  was  imagin’d, 
ue  had  made  a  flout  refinance.  Thus,  in 
one  fatal  infant,  I  was  depriv’d  of  all  the 
fond  hopes  I  had  entertained,  of  that  for¬ 
tune  which  was  fo  much  my  due,  and  fo 
much  the  due  of  my  fon,  and  in  the  infant 
too  that  1  thought  myfelf  quite  fure  of  pof- 
le  fling  it;  and  I  loif,  at  the  fame  time, 
500/.  and  the  father  of  my  ever  remem- 
oeiet!  wife,  when  he  was  going,  in  truth,  to 
Prove  himfejf  worthy  of  that  name.  I  had 
iiow  nothing  to  do,  but  to  fubmit  to  the 
CGurtefy  of  his  w'idow,  who,  after  all  my 
memrick,  fluck  to  the  letter  of  her  will, 
and  even  made  fome  fcruple  to  pay  me  the 
500/.  which  was  left  to  Mrs.  McKenzie,  be- 
caufe  her  hufband  and  fon  was  not  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  will.  Common  decency,  in¬ 
deed,  oblig’d  her  to  behave  civilly,  whilft 
we  ftaid  there,  and  fome  regard  to  her  re¬ 
putation  ;  for  the  whole  county  cry’d  out  of 
the  hard/hips  we  buffered  ;  however,  as  there 
could  be  no  pretence  of  difputing  the  will, 

I  was  obliged  to  fubmit.  Before  we  left 
this  melancholy  fpot  we  received  then  the 

500  /. 


of  DAVID  RANGER-  199 

coo/,  and,  wondrous  generofity!  the  wi¬ 
dow  added  a  prefent  of  fifty  guineas,  for 
mv  travelling  expenc.es,  and  twenty  guineas 
”0  my  for, ,  and,  after  taking  leave  of  all 
our  friends,  we  fet  out  for  Kent,  and  ai- 
rived  at  our  country  retreat,  from  whence 
I  foon  fent  my  fon  to  a  noted  boarding- 
fchool,  the  abilities  of  the  mailer  of  which 
I  was  no  flranger  to.  The  idea  of  Marianne 
rendered  now  this  fpot,  where  1  had  pro- 
mifed  myfelf  fo  much  comfort,  quite  lrk- 
fome  to  me.  1  mourn’d,  and  mop’d  about, 
like  one  befide  myfelf,  and  all  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  of  my  life  pafs’d  in  review  before  me 
in  dreadful  guife,  without  the  toothing  per- 
fuafions  of  my  late  foft  companion  to  alle¬ 
viate  their  baneful  force.  I  deterrmn  d 
then,  and  accordingly  did  come  up  to  Lon¬ 
don,  hoping  the  hurry  and  variety  of  objects 
in  that  city  would  in  fome  meafure  divert 
my  mind  from  poring  over  the  fad  events 
I  had  experienced.  One  day,  as  I  was  re¬ 
turning' to  my  lodgings  in  Soho-Sqttare,  I 
pafs’d  thro’  a  mob  of  people  at  a  noted 
jufldce  of  peace’s  door,  and  hearing  the 
word  murder  from  fome  amongft  them,  a 
word  I  never  heard  without  fliuddering,  I 
afk’d  whether  any  perfon  guilty  of  that 
crime  was  before  his  worfhip,  and  was  an- 
fwered,  there  were  two  men  who  were 

K  4  taken 
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11  ^  ^°/  attacki"g  a  gentleman  upon 
i  ®  caufeway,  who  had  confeffed  a  mur¬ 
der  commuted  a  year  and  a  half  finceTn 

■ment  i?Th'  "1,^  withS mat  amaze- 
,  at  th's  intelligence,  and  turn’d  into 

T:'vac’0J  / P/?S  °ffiCe’  Where  tW0  tal,»  hard- 
I  paid  mvf  were  under  examination. 
1  Pa!a  my  compliments  to  the  magiftrate 
and  having,  in  few  words,  told  him  the  in-’ 

cit  .  lma§ln  d  1  had  in  hearing  his  exa¬ 
mination,  I  was  favoured  with  a  chair,  and 
heard  a  confefiion  of  fo  many  complicated 
vi  lain ies,  as  one  would  imagine  any  per- 

crS  !Hat  b°r?,t!ie  Ambiance  of  human 
eatuies,  would  be  incapable  of.  I  had 

neir  confefiion  of  the  Lincclnjhire  murder 

pm  mto  my  hands,  which  imported,  That 

near  Spdjby,  they  accidentally  faw,  as  they 

were  roaming  from  farm-houfe  to  farm- 

.mu.e  to  get  work  at  the  hay-harveft,  a 

giauei  and  a  gentleman  in  red  converfe  to- 

gether,  and  law  the  elder  deliver  a  bao-  of 

money  to  the  younger:  That  they  conn’d 

them1  elves  behind  acopfe  from  their  fight, 

and,  having  concerted  between  each  other 

t  le  execution  ot  the  robbery,  one  of  them 

tooic  a  circuit,  and  came  behind  the  ybun-eft 

gentleman,  knock’d  him  off  his  horfe,  and 

t  ien  attack’d  the  old  one,  who  made  a  great 

fefiuantt'j  but  was  atlafi  kill’d,  by  running 

the 
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the  prong  of  2  hay-fork  into  his  left  fide 
That  then,  perceiving  the  young  one  fiir, 
they  beat  him  about  the  head  and  ore  a  ft* 
and  ftabb’d  him  in  feveral  places,  and  alio 
left  him  dead  upon,  the  fpot.  1  hey  nam  d 
iht  booty  they  made  very  exaCtly,  and  iaid 
there  were  three  of  them  concern  d  in  the 
murder  ^  but  that  one  of  them  had  gone  to 
Ireland  with  his  fhare  of  the  booty, ^  named 
Brennan ,  who  had  fince  been  hang  d  for  a 
murder  committed  in  Patrick  s  liberty, 
in  Dublin.  With  his  worfhip’s  leave,  ^  I 
made  myfelf  known  to  them  *,  and,  harden  d 
as  they  were,  they  were  ready  to  drop  into 
the  earth,  at  the  light  of  a  man,  they  had 
imagin’d  out  of  the  world,  and  incapable 
of  reproaching  them  with  their  villainy.  I 
found  it  impoffible  to  have  any  of  the 
things  they  took  from  us  *,  for  they  could 
but  blindly  remember  what  became  of  them 
themfelves.  T.  his  I  look’d  upon  as  a  great 
misfortune,  as,  to  my  watch  was  fix’d  a  mi¬ 
niature  of  my  dear  Marianne^  which  1  would 
have  given  any  money  to  regain.  I  was 
bound  over  to  appear  againft  the  vile  crea¬ 
tures  at  the  Old-Bailey ,  and  accordingly  did  ; 
but  my  indictment  was  not  tried,  they  be¬ 
ing  convicted  upon  two  others,  and  I  be¬ 
held  them  meet  with  their  deferved  end  at 

5 yburny.  'without  any  pain,  looking  upoa 
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t|iem  the  miners  of  my  expectations,  and 
the  difgracers  of  their  fpecies.  They  made 
a  full  confeffion  at  the  place  of  execution, 
and  died,  greatly  to  the  honour  of  that 
party.  Zealous  Roman  Catholicks,  as  the  or- 

dinary  phras’d  it.  This  righteous  judgment 
of  I  rovidence  filled  me  with  awe  and  reve- 
rence  ;  and  methought  I  could  fee  therein 
the  plain  footfteps  of  that  unerring  power 
that  rules  the  univerfe.  I  was  now  abfo- 
Jutely,  once  more,  without  friend  or  rela¬ 
tion,  and  without  any  other  tye  than  my 
fon,  who,  fweet  lad,  came  on  furprizingly 
in  what  he  was  put  to  learn,  and  was  the 
delight  of  every  eye  that  faw  him.  This 
was  my  foie  comfort ;  for  my  moments, 
notwithftanding  the  calls  of  my  duty,  Jagg’d 
on  (lowly  and  irklomely,  company  was  in- 
fipid,  mirth  painful,  and  nothing  but  foli- 
tude  had  charms  to  pleafe.  I  was  perpe¬ 
tually  dwelling  upon  the  amiable  graces 
and  virtues  of  my  Marianne ,  and  her  dear 
name  was  every  now  and  then  in  my  mouth, 
and  involuntarily  made  its  way  thro’  my 
Jips.  I  was  at  this  time,  befide  my  pay,  in 
pofTeflion  of  near  1000 1.  which  I  determin’d 
not  to  make  the  leaft  ufe  of,  but  to  keep  it 
at  intereft  till  my  fon  came  of  age  ;  for  I 
had,  in  my  prefent  temper  of  mind,  nei¬ 
ther  inclination  or  view  to  improve  my  for¬ 
tune. 
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tune.  My  pay  was  fufficient  for  my  fup- 
port;  my  pleasures  being  little  expenfive, 
and  confin’d  to  books,  and  to  contempla¬ 
tion.  In  this  fituation  1  was,  when  cap- 
tain  Private  was  commiffioned  to  command 
the  company  of  which  1  was  lieutenant. 

He  was  a  perfon  of  a  moft  infinuating  ad- 
drefs,  well  vers’d  in  the  motions  of  the  hu¬ 
man  heart,  in  all  its  foibles,  and  where  to 
attack  the  weak  part  oi  his  acquaintance. 

My  general  chara&er  in  the  regiment,  the 
love  all  my  brother  officers  exprefifed  tor 
me,  made  him  eager  to  cultivate  a  friend- 
thipwith  me.  He  heard  I  had  money  alio, 
a  commodity  for  wnich  he  had  an  eager  re 
lifh,  and  put  on  fo  ferious  an  air,  footh  d 
me  fo,  with  mixing  his  feign’d  melancholy 
ftory  with  my  real  griefs,  that  I  entertain 
a  perfect  friendlhip  for  him  •,  which  was  lo 
much  more  dangerous,  as  my  nature  was 
open  and  fincere,  and  he  was  a  molt  artru!, 
a  moft  conlummate  villain  :  He  was  oeep 
in  his  fchemes,  and  never  hurried  himfelf 
to  produce  the  purpofes  he  intended,  by 
which  he  fav’d,  in  general,  the  appearance 
of  guilt.  He  was  loon  matter  of  me,  and 
of  all  the  fecrets  of  my  foul :  He  had  run  . 
himfelf  in  debt,  and  hq  wanted  my  catfi  to 
free  himfelf  from  the  danger  of  being  fore  d 

to  fell  his  commitfion  •,  but  as  to  borrowing 

fmall 
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.  fmall  fum,,  he  knew  it  was  only  protraft- 
ing  his  pains  and  railing  my  fufpicion. 
•'xy  money  he  knew  was  in  unexceptionable 
hands,  and  that  I  would  venture  no  part  of 
u  upon  any  fcheme  or  project  whilfl;  my 
Ton  was  living  and  he  therefore  very;  cum 
r.ing.y  objedfed,  when  he  feveral  times  ac 
com  pan  ted  me  to  fee  the  dear  boy,  and  we 
oblerved  he  was  not  in  a  good  ftate  of 
health,  for  he  was  of  the  delicate  and  ten- 

»uario°nait-Ut-°n  c°fLhlS  mothcr  ’  blithe  fi. 

tion  ana  air  of  the  place,  and  at  laft  en¬ 
gaged  me  to  remove  him  to  another  fchool, 

°ne  °f,tne  moft  baneful,  wet,  and  aguifh 
ipots  m  the  county  of  Effex.  This-arfifice 

J!f  deflr  d  efe&-  Alas !  all  my  hope, 

irm  iff  my  ?mf°rC~the  very  fupport^f 
1  j  hfe,  died  in  my  arms,  and  followed  his 
ualortunate  race  to  the  grave  in  lefs  than  a 
* p.ontii  after  his  removal.  I  was  now  un- 
J  uinre]y  f°r  all  the  fun&ions  of  life 
;lt!5r;  u“PrcPared  torefiftany  attack  upon  my 
undemanding,  which  was  Ihattered  and  torn 
>y  pv  i|)etua!  reflecting  upon  my  uncommon 
i'-!ies  o.  di, afters.  Private  lamented  with  me 
-alternately  footh’d  and  confoled  me,  and 
became  io  neediary  to  my  exi Hence,  that  I 
<  ouid  not  be  without  him.  Six  months 
moie  claps  d,  in  which  fpace,  tho’  not  cur'd 
•  i.)  gr „ ; s,  which  I  lhall  never  quit  till 

the 
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the  grave  receives  me,  I  became  fomewhat 
calm  and  refign’d,  and  yielded  to  the  truly 
kind  and  chriftian  arguments  ot  tins  affidu- 
ous,  this  pretended  friend  and  companion. 
Mean  time,  lie  had  perfuaded  me  to  lend 
him  6od/i  upon  his  fingle  bond,  and  loon 
after  200/.  more,' which  I  did  with  the 
greateft  pleafure,  for  I  lov’a  and  efteem  d 
him.  All  that  difturb’d  this  monfter  now, 
was  the  fear  of,  one  day  or  other,  being 
call’d  upon  to  refund,  which  he  had  never 
intended,  and  which  indeed  his  extravagan¬ 
cies,  and  the  payment  of  former  debts,  loon 
rendered  impofiible.  He  form’d  a  refolu- 
tion  then,  to  lay  a  train  for  a  quarrel,  by 
exciting  me  to  complain  ;  for  which  reafon* 
under  fpecious  pretences,  he  engag’d  me  to 
lend  him  all  the  remainder  of  my  cafh,  as 
to  a  fecure  hand,  upon  proper  intereft,  in 
the  way  of  ferving  myfelf  as  well  as  him  •, 
nay  more,  to  borrow  400/.  from  my  friends-, 
to  do  him  a  particular  fervice.  In  fhort,  I 
was  fo  infatuated,  that  I  did  not  practice 
common  prudence  and  forefight  •,  but  ran 
headlong  into  every  thing  he  requir’d  of  me, 
having  the  utmoft  confidence  in  his  honour, 
and  his  boaffed  ability  of  payment,  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  which  he  kept  up  by  too  many 
ftrange  artifices  to  trouble  you  with  the  re¬ 
cital  of.  Whilft  this  was  tranfa&ing,  our 

com- 
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company  was  removed  to  quarters  at  New- 
erry,  in  Berkshire, ,  and  eight  months  palled. 
Without  the  leaft  mention  of  the  principal 
or  payment  of  interelf,  for  either  of  thefe  ' 

,T'S;k  W3S  r°T  fdd0m  at  quarters  ;  but 
c  the  caie  of  the  company  to  me,  who 

elii  ed  never  to  fee  London  more,  and  feem’d  ' 
to  forget  I  was  in  being.  The  time  for 
which  I  borrowed  the  4oo  /.  was  long  ex- 
pir  d,  and  my  fenfe  of  honour,  of  iulfice 
was  too  delicate  to  fuffer  me  any  eafe  under 
Inch  a  prefiure.  [  wrote  to  Private,  he 
made  me  promife  upon  promife  for  feveral 
lucceeding  months,  and  at  length  combated 
my  reafonable  remonftrances  with  fury  and 
reproach,  fo  grofs,  that  I  mull  have  been 
inanimate  and  infenfible  to  have  borne  it 
wit  1  any  patience.  1  his  was  the  moment 
he  waited  for,  and  my  death  was  to  fecure 
him  the  poffeffion,  undifturb’d,  of  what  he 
had  i  obb  d  me  of,  by  fpecious  pretences.  He 
took  an  opportunity  to  challenge  me we 
fought,  and  my  unlucky  arm  (I  fpeak  it 
with  lorrow  and  confufion)  gave  him  his 
mortal  wound.  He  little  expeded  to  find 
io  good  a  fwordfman  in  a  man  of  my  peace¬ 
able  and  placid  difpofition  ;  and,  as  he  was 
a  try’d  and  approv’d  duellift  himfeif,  de¬ 
pended  lipon  conqueft.  I  ran  to  him  when 
e  fell  iuppoited  him  to  my  own  bed, 

and 
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and  when  the  furgeon  pronounced  him  a 
dead  man,  he  made  a  confefiion  of  all  his 
crimes,  a  dreadful  number  !  I  forgave  the 
unhappy  wretch,  and  he  with  great  peni¬ 
tence  expir’d.  Thus  I  found  myfelf  with¬ 
out  money,  for  he  had  no  affets  to  leave  be¬ 
hind  him,  and  under  the  burden  of  a  debt 
I  was  unable  to  fatisfy,  as  well  as  under  the 
horror  of  having  fent  a  fellow-creature  to 
the  other  world,  with  all  his  load  of  crimes 
upon  his  head.— Direful,  torturing  thought! 

1  was  acquitted  by  the  laws  of  my  countiy  j 
but  I  ftill  look’d  upon  myfelf,  notwithftand- 
jng  falfe  notions  of  honour,  as  a  murdemr. 
Mv  creditors,  indeed,  when  thy  underftood 
what  a  dupe  I  had  been  to  this  man’s  de- 
figns,  would  have  given  me  any  time  to 
pay  them  their  money  i  but  I  was  not  able 
to  fupport  myfelf  under  the  pain  it  gave, 
and  accordingly,  having  ODtained  leave  to 
fell  my  commiffion,  I  paid  all  my  debts, 
left  the  regiment  with  honoui ,  to  the  great 
concern  of  my  colonel,  and  all  my  brother 
officers,  having  juft  feventy  pounds  in  my 
pocket ;  and,  being  uncertain  what  courl'e 
to  fleer,  or  where  to  fpend  the  refidue  of 
my  melancholy  life.  At  length  I  deter- 
jYiifficl  to  vifit  Ireland ,  and  at  Chejter^  en¬ 
countering  with  a  company  of  drolling 
players,  I  was  fo  taken  with  their  way  of 
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Jife,  having  always  had  an  inclination  ‘to 
t  c  age,  that  I  join’d  them,  went  with 
them  to  Ireland, 1  and  became  the  matter  of 
tnem  and.  their  feenes,  and  had  pretty  con- 
i  eraole  fuccels,  and  thefe  roriiantick  pe¬ 
regrinations  ierv’d  to  amufe  my  thoughts 
ana  to  divert  the  conftant  grief  and  chagrin’ 
1  carried  about  me.  Few  adventures,  worth 
notice,  occurred,  till  I  fortunately-  encouni 
tered  with  that  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Ranger, 
the  fimilarity  of  whofe  genius  and  temper 
the  worth,  the  honour,  and  virtue  fo  visible’ 
m  all  he  faid,  and  all  he  did,  endear’d  him 
to  my  foul  from  the  firft  moment  I  beheld 
him.  What  happened  to  me  during  mv 
felicitous  intereourfe  with  that  amiable  gen¬ 
tleman,  my  lord,  you  are  well  acquainted 
with,  and  with  the  reafon  I  fo  foon  loft  his 
engaging  fociety.  Agreeable  to  my  advices 
to  him,  I  embark’d  for  the  Weft- Indies ,  and 
met  with  a  profperous  voyage,  till  we  came 
to  the  height  of  the  Canaries,  when  a  moft 
terrible  ftorm  arofe,  which  rent  our  fails 
carried  our  foremaft  by  the  board,  and  fuch 
A  (Welling  fea,  that  we  every  minute  ex¬ 
pected  to  go  to  the  bottom,  thus  we  were 
buftttted  t<  fix  days,  and  driven  at  a  great 
•  'hward,  till  we  arrived  at  the 
I  will  not  trouble  you 
■  b1'-  hardfhips  we  endured,. 

' '  *  •  nor 
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nor  a  minute  defcription  of  nil  that  occur¬ 
red,  fuffice  it,  that  we  were  at  laft  obliged 
to  run  a  (bore  on  the  S.  W.  of  St.  Vincent , 
whilft  the  waves  ran  mountains  high,  not 
having  any  profpeCt  of  faving  any  thing 
but  our  lives.  Our  long-boat,  being  over- 
mann’d,  funk  amongft  the  breakers,  and 
every  foul  perilhed,  and  amongft  them  all 
my  performers,  both  men  and  women.  At 
this  period,  Ranger  could  not  help  teftify- 
ing  his  concern  for  the  fate  of  all  his  old 
companions,  and  then  1\l  Kenzie  refum  d 
his  relation.  The  yawl,  in  which  mylelf, 
the  matter,  and  five  more  were,  rode  over 
all,  and  we  landed  upon  a  reef,  and  were 
foon  out  of  the  reach  of  the  waves ;  tho\ 
as  we  had  no  provifions  with  us,  we  were  in 
imminent  danger  of  perifhing  by  a  more 
(low,  but  painful  death,  feeing  our  fhelf, 
we  had  landed  upon,  was  near  half  a  league 
from  the  main  ifland,  barrren  and  delart. 
Whilft  we  were  debating  upon  our  dreadful, 
fituation,  we  had  the  mortification  to  per¬ 
ceive  that  the  fea  gain’d  ir.fenfibly  upon 
the  reef,  and  conjectured,  that  it  was  part 
of  a  funken  rock,  which,  at  high  tide, 
would  be  entirely  overflowed.  We  hefi- 
tated  then,  not  a  moment,  but  once  more 
took  to  our  boat,  and  endeavoured  to  ftar.d 
towards  the  ifland,  but  found  fo  prodigious 
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a  fwell,  and  the  wind  rag’d  fo  fiercely,  that 
We  macle  little  or  no  way,  and  one  of  our 
men  was  wafh’d  out  of  the  ftem  fheets, 
and  we  never  faw  him  more.  In  this  pref- 
.8  exigency,  when  death  was  flaring  us 
m  the  face,  the  matter  cry’d  our,  he  was 
ure  he  faw  a  fad  ;  and,  looking  out,  as  he 
directed,  we  were  all  joyfully  convinc’d  he 
was  right,  ^nd  that  it  was  not  above  a 
league  diftant.  This  caufed  us  to  redou¬ 
ble  our  efforts,  and  we  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  of  the  wind’s  dying  away,  and  having 
ipread  a  fhirt  upon  an  oar,  as  a  fignal  of 
difirefs,  we  were  at  lafl  luckily  efpy’d  by 
the  veflel,  who  back’d  her  fails,  and  in  two 
hours  more  we  got  on  board,  and  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  utmoft  humanity.  This 
Providence  opened  to  me  a  large  field  of 
reflexion.  JVlylelf,  and  a  few  more,  were 
preferved,  out  of  thirty  fouls.  Myfelf! 
who  was  tir’d  of  life — who  long’d  to  quit  it ! 
—Myfelf  was  preferv’d,  whilft  thofe  who 
had  connexions  with  the  world,  and  many 
of  them  thriving  in  it,  were  loft.  I  lowly 
ador’d  the  difpofing  will  of  the  great  Su¬ 
preme,  and  look’d  upon  it  as  a  leffon  not 
to  defpond,  but  endeavour  to  obey  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  heaven,  which  had  refcu’d  me  for 
wife  ends  and  purpofes  in  life,  to  me  yet 
unknown.  I  he  flnp  that  took  us  up,  was 

the 
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tint  Joanna  of  Liverpoole ,  capt.  Jacob  Couftos , 
and  with  him  we  fafely  landed  in  England , 
nor  would  his  owners  accept  of  the  leaft 
gratuity  for  our  paflfages.  I  was  now  a  mi¬ 
serable  objedt  indeed — I  had  juft  three  gui¬ 
neas  left  in  my  pocket,  only  the  clothes  I 
had  on  my  back,  and  three  (hirts,  and  two 
pair  of  ftockings,  lent  me  by  a  paffenger 
on  board  the  Joanna,  which  he  had  gene- 
rofity  enough  not  to  accept  the  return  01. 
Thus  I  was  turn’d  adrift  in  my  native  clime, 
where  my  family  had  poflefted  eftates, 
where  I  had  intermarry  d,  and  liv  d,  and 
.  a  died  as  a  man  of  honour,  and  a  gentle¬ 
man  :  And  in  all  my  refearches  into  the 
motives  of  all  the  adions  of  my  life,  I 
could  charge  myfelf  with  no  premeditated 
crime,  and  only  fome  imprudencics,  that, 
methought  did  not  merit  lo  fevere  a  chaf- 
tifement  from  heaven.  In  this  condition  I 
travelled,  on  foot,  to  London  *,  and  when  I 
arrived  there,  tho’  I  had  aded  with  great 
parfimony,  I  brought  with  me  but  fixteen 
fhi  kings  of  my  whole  ftock.  I  was  to  feek 
for  fome  means  to  preferve  myfelf  from 
ftarving  *,  I  had  no  friends  to  apply  to,  but 
fuch  as  my  greatnefs  of  mind  told  me,  per¬ 
haps  falfely,  it  was  a  difgrace  to  (loop  to. 
In  fhort,  before  I  could  fix  upon  any  plan 
of  future  adion,  my  money  was  reduc’d  to 


212  The  Juvenile  Adventures 

the  Jaft  fix-pence  ;  and,  merely  to  fupport 

tc  f  n  tW°  fuLcceedlnS  days,  I  was  oblig’d 

m/f  ferLttJng’  even  t0  the  Rothes  on 
my  back,  which  were  in  fo  bad  a  plight,  as 

to  be  another  caufe  of  my  backwardnefs  to 
apply  to  any  former  acquaintance.  For 
three  clays  before  my  dear  friend  was  fent 
by  heaven  to  my  relief,  not  a  morfel  of  any 
h,r ig— nothing  but  fair  water  had  entered 
thefe  Jip?.  .Lord  forgive  me!  The  weak- 
nefs  this  courfe  of  life  had  induced,  1  be¬ 
have,  had  difordered  my  brain - 1  had 

l“"aqge,  g.oomy  ideas  in  my  mind - and 

was  bene  to  get  rid  of  my  wretched  being. 
Low  I  was  prevented  from  executing  this 

ratal  refbl«,  you  all  vcry  we|(  kn0Bw._ 

hus,  my  noble  and  worthy  friends,  you 
have  had  the  tranfa&ions  of  a  life,  full, of 
misfortune.  A  life,  .now  entirely  preferv’d 
and  fupported  by  your  kind  and  good  of- 
tices.  i  will  not  murmur  nor  repine  at  my 
late,  but  will,  with  all  humility,  conclude, 

’Tts  thus  that  ktav'n  its  empire  does  maintain  t 
u  may  afilid: ;  but  man  inuft  not  complain! 
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Reflexions  of  the  hearers. — Ranger  embarks 
•with  the  manager  of  the  theatre-royal. — His 
char  a  tier. — Encreas'd  reputation  of  Ran- 
-  <rer. — Obtains  a  (hare  of  the  management. — 
New  models  the  theatre. — Firfl  appearance 
of  Mifs  Amiable. — Her  fuccefs  in  the  part 
of  Mrs.  Fondlewife.— Her  levee  crowded. 
— Her  addrefs  to  Ranger ,—lIis  reply  and 
refolution. 

M'-KENZIE  had  no  fooner  concluded 
his  melancholy  narration,  than  his 
friend  Ranger ,  maugre  the  prefence  of  lord 
and  lady  Bertram,  advanc’d  to  him,  and, 
folding  him  in  his  arms,  cry’d,  Ah  !  my 
dear  companion  and  aflociate,  you  fet  out 
with  accufing  yourfelf  of  fome  fort  of  im¬ 
prudence  in  the  condud  of  your  life  •,  but  I 
can  fee  nothing  throughout,  that  does  not 
indicate  a  noble,  beneficent  and  praile-wor- 
thy  difpofition,  a  temper  of  the  very  beft 
caft,  and  a.  mind  fraught  with  love  and  be¬ 
nevolence,  and  adorn’d  with  virtue.  True, 
continues  lord  Bertram ,  in  his  turn,  embra¬ 
cing  him,  I  entirely  coincide  with  your 
fentiments,  Mr.  Ranger ,  and  am  amazed 
a:  fuch  a  feries  of  afflittions  and  difappoint- 
*  •*  '  ments, 
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ments,  which  have  feldom  fallen  to  the  lot 
ot  one  man,  and  are  plain  marks  of  the  in- 
fcru table  defigns  of  Providence,  who  has 
re  erv  d  you,  thro’  fuch  a  fource  of  cruel 

•  7  *°  thls  ™oment,  and  by  that,  feems  to 
intend  you  for  fome  wife  purpofes  of  its 

own,  or,  at  lead,  as  a  monument  of  patient 
lurfertng,  and  exemplary  goodnefs,  under 
a  vei  tty.  Ah!  fays  Clariffa,  poor,  poor 
Marianne  /—never  enough  to  be  lamented 
tair  one!  How  hard  was  thy  fate '  how 
great  was  thy  lofs,  with  all  thy  foftnefs 
lweetnefs  and  truth!  I  have  never  been 
more  fincerely  moved,  Mr.  McKenzie ,  than 
thro  your  whole  narration.  Come,  tho’ 
you  cannot  poffibly  forget  thofe  direful  e- 
vents,  ceafe  to  afflidt  yourfelf  with  fuch  in- 
ceffant  rigour,  (leeing  the  tears  run  from  his 
eyes,)  we  will  all  of  us  endeavour  to  allevi¬ 
ate  your  woes,  to  foothe  your  moments, 
with  the  charms  of  friendfhip  and  conver- 
iation  Your  worthy  partner,  Mr.  Rawer, 
has  felt  the  fame  difafters  in  many  refpedls- 
and  I  could  not  help  drawing  fome  parallel 
between  you.  His  greatnefs  of  foul,  like 
your’s,  has  fupported  him  thro’  a  train  of 
Ioffes,  grievous  to  bear  ;  he  has  mourn’d  a 
Sophia,  a  mother,  a  fitfer,  a  Mr.  Duckett, 
in  Mr.  Birch  •,  has  alfo  met  with  a  Sir  Julius 
to  anlwer  the  difpofition  of  your  father-in- 

law  ; 
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law  ;  and  fure  his  fudden,  his  unfortunate 
cataftrophe  Ihouid  be  a  warning  to  fuch  un¬ 
feeling  mortals,  how  they  indulge  their  for¬ 
did  and  mercenary  Ichemes  to  the  breach  of 
every  tender,  every  humane  and  lovely 
principle.  MKenzie  returned  thefe  kind 
words  by  a  moll  profoundly  refpedful 
adtion,  and  began  to  chear  his  heart  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  acquirement  of  fuch 
fincere,  fuch  noble  friends,  which,  he  pro- 
tefted,  were  a  recompence  for  all  his  fulfer- 
ings.  They  did  not  part  ’till  late  in  the 
evening,  when  they  retir’d  to  their  feveral 
apartments,  full  of  refped  for  each  other, 
of  humble  reverence  to  the  all-wife  Creator, 
and  of  good-will  and  beneficence  to  their 
fellow-creatures. 

The  feafon  for  performing  being  now 
advanc’d,  Ranger  could  no  longer  refill  the 
preffing  inftances  of  his  many  noble  and  ho¬ 
nourable  friends,  to  remove  to  the  theatre- 
royal,  and  comply  with  the  propofals  of  the 
patentee.  The  whole  town  were  rejoic’d 
when  they  heard  of  his  removal,  and  he 
furnilh’d  them  fuch  a  pleafing  banquet  of 
theatrical  excellencies,  as  redeemed  thofe 
rational  amufements  from  the  cenfure  under 
which  they  had  fo  many  years  fuffered. 
McKenzie,  appear’d  with  him  in  the  fame 
plays,  by  imitating  his  friend,  foon  was 

look’d 
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look’d  upon  as  a  fecond  to  none  but  him, 
and  was  equally  carefs’d  with  the  amiable 
Ranger.  What  contributed  greatly  to  fix 
them  in  a  higher  point  of  view,  was  their 
prudence,  frugality  and  oeeonomy,  which 
had  hitherto  had  no  precedent  upon  the 
itage.  1  he  bufkin’d  heroes  and  heroines 
had  not  been  content  only  to  imitate  the 
adtions  of  their  fuperiors  upon  the  ftage, 
but  had  followed  their  examples  in  every 
part  of  life.  They  gam’d,  whor’d,  and 
drank,  and,  in  genera],  diffipated  their  fi- 
nancies  with  a  truly  polite  dilregard  to  pre- 
fent.  reputation,  or  future  dependence,  to 
the.  injury  of  many  tradefrnen,  and  others, 
with  whom  they  were  concern'd.  The  pre- 
fent  manager,  by  his  example,  encouraged 
too  much  this  fpirit  of  profufion.  He  had 
entered  the  flage  of  life  with  a  fuperb  for- 
and  tho  his  profits  and  emoluments 
were  a!moft  mini  (ferial,  he  was  now  redu¬ 
ced  to  great  and  calamitous  diflreffes.  He 
was  one  of  thofe  exalted  genii  who  Javifh 
tli  eir  money  away  wit  hour  prudence,  thought, 
or  consideration.  His  waking  hours  were 
fpent  in  riots  and  debaucheries,  and  his  mo¬ 
ments,  that  fhould  have  been  footh’d  by 
the  kind  compofcr  deep,  in  fchemes  for 
temporary  means  to  extricate  himfelf  from 
his  perpetual  incumbrances.  His  hotel  was 

per- 
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perpetually  crowded  with  gloomy,  difcon- 
tented  duns,  hard-favour’d  bailiffs,  needy 
poets,  and  abandoned  rakes,  who,  mingled 
with  noble  bucks,  and  wou  d  be  cri ticks  at 
his  levee  :  All  which  Teem’d  to  promife 
a  fpeedy  end  to  his  extravagancies.  And 
yet  all  thefe  diltreffes  flow’d  from  no  evil 
difpofition  of  mind,  but  from  an  unac¬ 
countable  imprudence,  and  eafinefs  of  tem¬ 
per.  He  was  generous,  benevolent,  and 
difcerning,  but  had  To  little' notion  of  the 
value  of  reputation,  Or  the  weight  of  cre¬ 
dit,  that  he  thus  forfeited  honour  and  peace. 
No  wonder,  then,  if  the  known  prudence, 
good  fenfe,  and  riches  of  Ranger ,  threw  the 
eyes,  as  well  as  the  wifhes,  of  the  town 
upon  him.  They  already  put  him  down  as 
the  future  provider  of  their  entertainments, 
and  the  needy  circumftances  of  his  princi¬ 
pal  foon  anfwered  their  expectations,  by  a 
mortgage  of  part  of  the  management. 
Thence,  the  publick  began  to  fee  perform¬ 
ers  introduced,  whofe  natural  abilities  and 
talents  were  adapted  to  the  parts  they  exhi¬ 
bited  •,  who  were,  by  nature,  form’d  to  in¬ 
culcate  moral  inftruCtion  •,  and  who,  in  pri¬ 
vate  life,  were  inoffenfive  and  amiable, 
who,  in  fhort,  followed  the  example  of 
their  matter,  Thofe  dramatick  productions, 
which  do  honour  to  our  nation  and  language, 
Vol.  II.  JL  were 
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were  revived,  and  the  immortal  Shakefpcar 
fhone  with  that  luftre  and  fire  that  none  but 
a  Ranger  could  have  given  him.  But  the 
talte  of  the  town  was  lo  perverted  to  the 
unmeaning  bufFoonry  of  pantomime  and  en¬ 
tertainment,  that,  even  again  ft  his  will  and 
judgment,  fomething  of  that  kind  was  to 
be  preferved — the  vulgar  of  the  twelve- 
penny  gallery  muft  flill  have  fomewhat  to 
propagate  the  roar :  However,  even  thofe 
exotic  productions  were  new  modelled,  and 
made  more  fubfervient  to  good  fenfe  and 
contrivance.  In  a  few  years  after  this  pe¬ 
riod,  and  whilft  Ranger  was  in  the  height 
of  his  reputation,  a  young  gentlewoman  was 
introduced  to  him,  who,  under  an  old  ve¬ 
teran  of  the  theatre,  had  made  fome  effays 
towards  publick  aCtion  and  elocution.  She 
had  pleas’d  everyone  in  the  character  of  Mrs. 
Fondlewife,  and  had  exhibited  that  charac¬ 
ter  with  new  traits  of  comick  humour.  The 
fight  of  her  prepoflelTed  Ranger  in  her  fa¬ 
vour,  he  found  her  equal  to  thofe  parts 
which  required  the  higheft  excellence  of 
voice  and  perfon,  and  he  affiduoufly  culti¬ 
vated  the  rifing  flower.  A  l'mall  fpace  of 
time  brought  her  lo  forward,  that,  in  what¬ 
ever  Ranger  was  feen,  Mils  Amiable  filled 
up  a  correfpondent  female  character,  to  the 
great  delight  and  fatisfadion  of  the  fpeda- 

tors. 
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tors.  She  was  juft  out  of  her  teens,  her 
perfon  was  lovely,  her  temper  engaging, 
and  her  mind  fraught  with  a  thoufand  beau¬ 
ties  and  graces.  But,  alas !  how  dangerous 
in  a  young  actrefs  are  thefe  perfections !  She 
loon  became  the  toaft  of  the  beau  monde, 
was  attacked  with  flattery,  and  prefents,  by 
the  great  and  the  gay,  her  name  was  pro¬ 
pagated  in  the  fmooth  chant  and  the  foft 
fonnet,  and  it  became  a  falhion  to  admire 
her.  From  the  native  innocence  of  her 
mind  Ihe  was  perverted  to  coquetry  and  in¬ 
trigue,  and  her  apartments  were  crowded 
with  fighing  lovers,  who  each,  in  their  fe- 
veral  manners,  aim’d  at  her  deftruCtion  : — 
I  mean,  at  the  deftru&ion  of  that  virtue 
that  had  ftood  many  attempts  triumphant¬ 
ly.  Her  heart  Ihe  had  filently  given  to 
the  perfections  of  Ranger ,  who  was  not 
without  fome  liking  to  her  graces  of  mind 
and  perfon,  and  only  waited,  with  truedif- 
cernment,  to  infpeCt  into  her  behaviour  in 
her  prefent  gay  fituation,  to  cement  with 
her  a  moft  tender  union.  He  had  experi¬ 
enc’d  fo  much  of  love,  had  been  fo  inti¬ 
mately  affeCted  by  that  foft  pafllon,  that  he 
was  not  to  be  lur’d  by  a  fudden  prepoflef- 
fion  to  venture  his  heart  again,  without  a 
furety  of  its  meeting  with  an  objeCt  that 
Should  be  a  lading  bleffing  to  his  arms. 

L  2  Curfe 
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Cuife  on  the  vanity  of  the  fafcinating  fex! 

rMifs  Amiable ,  tho’  touch’d  to  the  foul 
by  her  Ranger,  could  not  help  indulging 
fome  levities  which  were  mconfiffent  with 
hjs  fchemeof  happinefs. — She  turn  d to  folly, 
and  became  awanton — this  was  the  truth — and 
a  woman  who  might  have  been  an  orna¬ 
ment  to  her  fex,  became — a  mere  aftrefs. 
Ranger  was  inly  chagrin’d  at  her  defection 
from  virtue,  and  ceas’d  his  clofe  attachment 
to  her.  Her  pride,  and  all  the  tender  mo¬ 
tions  of  her  foul  felt  his  defection. — She 
wept — flie  rav’d — fhe  exclaim’d  of  broken 
vows,  and  violated  troth,  and,  one  evening, 
being  with  him  in  private,  thus  addreffed 
tne  beloved  man.  Mr.  Ranger ,  I  perceive 
you  have  forgot  your  profefs’d  regard  to 
me,  in  which  I  freely  own  I  took  the  ut- 
rnoft  pleafure.  Remember,  Sir,  what  has 
pafs’d  between  us,  and  confider  if  you  have 
notcommitted,by  this  eftrangement,anafl:of 
the  greateft  injuftice  and  barbarity.  Had  not 
my  heart  been  totally  your’s,  I  might,  you 
well  know,  have  clos’d  with  the  offers  of  the 

duke  of - ,  or  lord - ,  and  have  made 

my  future  days  perfectly  eafy  :  But  I  defpis’d 
all  the  glitter  and  pomp  that  was  fpread 
before  me,  in  hopes,  that  at  length  we  fhould 
have  been  happy  together.  What  ?  1  fup- 
pofe  now,  you  think  I  have  taken  fome  un- 

war- 
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warrantable  liberties  with  my  admirers,  and 
are  become  captious  upon  it?  But,  do  you 
ever  exped  a  woman  of  fpirit  and  fenfe 
will  be  confin’d  to  your  affectedly  fober 
maxims  and  notions  ?  No,  Sir,  affure  your- 
felf  fhe  never  will  ;  and  that,  if  you  feek 
fuch  an  one,  you  muff  go  to  the  fouthem 
continent  for  her, — lor  no  fuch  will  you  find 
in  the  whole  compafs  of  the  difcover’d 
globe.  Think  of  the  way  of  life  I  am  em¬ 
bark’d  in,  with  you  ;  how  advantageous  it 
is  that  the  town  has  conceiv’d  fuch  an  opi¬ 
nion  of  me,  and  has  con  traded  fuch  a  lik¬ 
ing  to  me,  and  be  content,  amidft  all  the 
follies  I  am  oblig’d  to  fuffer,  with  reigning 
foie  monarch  of  my  heart,  without  a  rival, 
and  reaping  the  profits  of  this  favourable 
prepoffeflion.  I  can  fee  and  feel  the  in¬ 
noxious  flies  fwarrning  about  me,  without 
fuffering  detriment  either  in  mind  or  per- 
fon.  The  careffes  of  a  fop,  and  the  blan- 
difhments  of  a  peer,  are  alike  my  diver- 
fion  *,  but  never  engage  a  ferious  thought. 
How  can  you  frown  upon  me  fo,  my  Ran - 
ger9  I  deferve  your  affedion,  and  you  are 
the  mod  ungrateful  among  men  if  you  do 
not  give  it  me  without  referve !  Ranger , 
after  looking  at  her,  in  a  kind  of  furprize, 
made  her  the  following  reply.  Perhaps, 
Madam,  I  might  very  eafiiy,  and  with  little 

L  3  trouble, 
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trouble,  contratt  fome  new  obligations  to 
you,  and  the.difcharge  of  the  duties  of  ma¬ 
trimony  with  Mifs  Jmiable  would  not  be 
very  difficult  upon  her  principles  •,  but, 
fince  you  fcem  to  be  very  lax  in  your  no¬ 
tions  thereof,  I  will  give  you  my  open  fen- 
timents,  at  once,  that,  by  feeing  how  dif¬ 
ferent  they  are  from  your  own,  you  may  no 
longer  fruitlefsly  wiffi  that  union  betwixt 
us,  that  I  once,  too  precipitately,  I  confefs, 

,  indulg’d  my  thoughts  in  like  wile.  What¬ 
ever  has  pafs’d  between  us,  was  of  a  nature 
rather  to  increafe  fondnefs,  than  to  fmother 
it,  and  I  have  no  objection  to  your  perfon, 
which  is  ftill  lovely,  and  I  wiffi  your  mind 
corresponded  with  it.  That  it  does  not,  I 
am  iure,  may  be  gathered  frpm  the  manner 
of  your  expreffion,  with  regard  to  the  pro- 

pofals  of  the  duke  of - and  lord - ; 

clofing  with  which,  you  fay,  would  have 
made  you  perfectly  eafy. — WThat  muft  1  think 
of  a  woman  who  could  be  perfectly  eajy  with 
fools,  fots  and  fops,  however  dignified, 
earning  the  wages  of  the  vileft,  and  moft 
loathfome  proflitution  ?  1  muff  own,  you 
quite  frighten’d  me,  and  I  could  hardly  be¬ 
lieve  my  ears.  When  your  fenfe  of  that 
miferable  condition  ffiould  become  more 
feeling,  we  ffiould  have  reafon  to  fay,  as 
Pope  does  of  a  certain  dutchefs, 


Her 
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Her  grandeur  but  ufurps  her  outward  part ; 

She  figbs ,  and  is  no  dutchefs — at  her  heart . 

Where  is  virtue  flown — -where  is  chaflity 
banifhed,  that  from  thofe  lips,  form’d  to 
breath  enchanting  melody,  fuch  founds 
could  iflfue  ?  Truly,  if  this  is  becoming  a 
woman  of  fenfe  and  fpirit :  1 To  be  confin'd  to 
my  affeftedly  fober  notions ,  would  be  much 
more  eligible  to  her,  than  the  liberties  fuch 
fenfe  and  fpirit  allow.  It  is  true,  very  true, 
I  have  inly  mourn’d  the  liberties  I  have  feen 
you  take,  and  the  freedoms  that  you  have 
fufFered  to  be  taken  with  you,  which  loon 
brought  me  to  a  conclufion  in  the  premifes; 
and  as  to  the  advantages  you  mention,  they 
will  be  as  much  reap’d,  if  we  continue  in 
our  prefent  conditions,  as  if  united  ;  tho5, 
afiure  yourfelf,  I  never  did,  nor  ever  will, 
make  mfelf  fuch  a  flave  to  the  obtaining 
money,  as  to  forfeit  my  honour  and  good 
fenfe  for  it.  The  fwarm,  you  mention, 
who  fo  furround  you,  you  fay,  cannot  de¬ 
triment  your  mind  or  perfon  •,  but,  take  my 
word  for  it,  madam,  they  have  already 
tainted  the  former;  and  that  the  latter  is 
in  great  danger,  if  already  ravages  have  not 
been  committed  upon  it,  which  tho’  now, 
not  being  fo  intimately  concern’d,  I  can 
think  of  without  emotion  ;  yer,  were  you 

L  4.  mine, 
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rn,ne?  wouid  make  me  the  mod  miferable 
wretch  breathing,  and  would  end  in  a  mod 
miferable  cataftrophc.  J  am  not  one  of 
thole  men,  that  can  bear  to  fee  the  tablet  of 
biS  J' ul  all  foul  d  and  blotted— —no,*— and  con¬ 
sequently  fhould  be  a  very  improper  huf- 
band  for*  a  lady  of  fenfe  and  fpirit.  The 
profefTion  we  follow,  tho’  I  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  reform  it,  and  I  hope  I  have  fuc- 
ceeded  ;  this  profeflion,  I  fay,  does  no 
doubt  admit  of  fome  liberties  that  cuftom 
has  given  a  lanCtion  to ;  but  believe  it, 
madam,  if  you  had  continued  as  my  fond 
wi flies  defir’d,  and  we  had  ty’d  the  indif- 
foluble  knot,  my  love,  tendernefs  and  de¬ 
licacy  would  have  immediately  induced  me 
to  take  you  from  the  further  exhibition  of 
thole  perfections,  thofe  beauties  in  pubJick, 
which  I  fhould  think  alone  form5d  for  my 
enjoyment,  folace  and  comfort.  The  wo¬ 
man  that  would  fecure  my  heart,  that  would 
rivet  my  affections  to  her,  mult  think  juft- 
Jy,  aft  wifely  and  prudently,  and  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  filling  her  ftation  with  dignity, 
and  mingled  cafe.  When  cares  opprefs 
me — when  the  affairs  of  life  have  lour’d 
her  hufband’s  temper — one  look,  one  glance, 
of  her  dear  infpiring  eyes,  fhould  fuffice  to 
chafe  all  anxiety  away  ; — one  accent  of  her 
foothing,  melodious  voice  to  tune  my  foul 

to 
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to  harmony.  I  Ih&uid  make  all  poOible  al¬ 
lowance  for  human  Irailties  ,  but  I  think 
my felf  fo  form’d  to  conftitute  the  happinefs 
of  fuch  a  woman,  to  be  fo  difpos’d  to  do 
it  •,  that  (he  could  meet  with  little  to  inter¬ 
rupt  the  ferenity  of  her  temper,  to  ruffle 
her  mind.  In  fuch  a  (late,  what  expreffions 
are  adequate  to  my  fenfe  of  the  tranfport- 
ing  blifs  we  fhould  enjoy, 

.  Happy,  happy  pair ! 

Who  thus  efteem  each  other  s  eale. 
Worthy  of  each  other’s  care  ! 

For  her,  each  gladfome  morn  ihould  wake, 
Grey  e’en,  replete  with  blifs  retire  ; 

Thofe  graces  I  fflould  ne’er  forfake. 

But  (till  to  falt’ring  age  admire. 

Ever  the  fame,  no  difcord  fhould  decrea.e 
Our  fmiling  extacy — celellial  peace  •, 
Politenefs  fmooth,  and  decency  fhould  iway. 
Our  thoughts,  our  ails,  and  reafon’s  torce^ 
ful  ray  ! 

I 

4 

But  to  make  thefe  delights  permanent, lading 
and  fincere,  my  dear  madam,  the  hufband 
and  wife  muft  fix  their  fouls  upon  each  o- 
ther  alone.  The  eye  muft  not  be  fuffered 
to  wander,  nor  the  heart  to  pant,  after  other 
enjoyments. — — And,  if  Providence  blels 

them  with  children,  the  greateft  part  of 

L  5  their 
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their  time  that  is  not  engag’d  in  the  ne- 
cefiary  buhneis  of  life,  fhouid  be  dedicated 
to  form  the  young  plants,  well  watered  by 
the  dew  of  their  parents  affedtion,  and  to 
make  them  copies  of  their  own  good  qua- 
lties,  and  ufefui  and  ferviceable  to  man¬ 
kind  which  is  the  end  'for  which  the  de- 
Jjghtful.the  tranfporting  commerce  between 
the  fexes,  for  which  holy  matrimony  was 
ordained.  Religion,  principle,  then,  muft 
be  concomitants,  and  neceffary  ones,  how- 
ever  unfaflnonable,  in  fuch  an  union,  there 
muft  be  a  conlcience  made  in  thefe  matters 
and  a  fear  of  offending  the  Divine  Bein°-’ 
oy  offending  again  ft  juftice,  equity  and’ 
truth.  Thus  adorn’d,  the  clofe  of  life 
" ould  be  as  agi eeable  as  the  commencement 
of  Jove,  and  juftify  the  affertions  of  that 
old,  but  fenfible  fong,  which  1  always 

efteem’d  more  than  all  your  cantatas  of 
warbling  Italian  ; 

'This  the  pleaflng  remembrance  of  youth , 

„  ‘7 he  b  l effing s  that  youth  could  beftow  j 
The  joys  of  paft  pieafure  and  truth , 

The  bejl  of  our  bUffings  below : 

Bhfs  then  would  perpetually  grow , 

By  reviving  fuch  raptures  as  thefe ; 

And  a  current  of  fondnefs  would  flew. 

Which  decrep  d  old  age  could  not  freeze. 

'  Now, 
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Now,  dear  madam,  as  you  are  not  form  d, 
or  if  you  was  form’d,  are  perverted  to  no¬ 
tions  diametrically  oppofite  to  my  fcheme 
of  happinefs,  we  can  no  mote  thin  o 
joining  hands  together:  But  I  lhall  ever 
defne  to  fee  you  eafy,  and  as  happy  as  your 
turn  of  mind  will  admit  •,  and  tho  I  ceaie 
to  be  your  admirer,  will  always  continue 

your  friend. 


CHAP.  XI. 

<*  t 

Mifs  Amiable’ j  amazement. — tier  refentment » 
— Prejudices  Ranger’r  chamber.  He  1  e- 
ceives  melancholy  tidings  from  Ireland.  ■ 

■  His  behaviour  thereon.— Opprefs' d  with  far¬ 
row. - His  reflexions. - Confolations  of 

M‘Kenzie  and  his  noble  friends.  An  un~ 
expelled  flighty  and  ftrange  adventure. 

THE  poor,  love-fick,  indifereet  fair 
one,  who,  during  this  whole  anfvver, 
had  never  dat’d  to  look  the  fpeaker  in  the 
face,  and  whofe  bofom  had  throb’d  and 
heav’d  with  various  ftruggling  paffions,  was* 
at  the  clofe  of  it,  fo  actuated  with  refent¬ 
ment,  that  words  could  find  no  paffage  for 
a  reply  to  fuch  reafonable  cogent  argu¬ 
ments  •,  thrice  Ore  effay’d  to  fpeak,  in  vain, 

and 
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full  af  fiftCn  tUrn!d  her  eyes  uPon  Ranger, 

full  of  flame,  and  her  face  redning  with 

paffion.  ihat  gentleman,  fincerely  pity- 
Jng  the  neceffity  he  had  found  himfelf  un- 
der  to  wake  her  up  to  fuch  diforder,  to  put 
all  her  female  artillery  upon  the  tilt,  look’d 
mildly  at  her,  and  cry’d— Pray,  dear  Mifs, 
don  t  be  fo  mov’d— I  declare  I  thought 
from  your  late  behaviour,  that  nothing  had 
power  to  put  you  intofoferious,  fo  thought- 
ful  a  mood.— Come,  let  us  live  in  Platonic 
fnendfnip  together ;  but  think  no  more  of 
matrimony  You,  continue  to  polTefs  that 
Ireedom  of  fpirit  you  are  fo  fond  of,  whiift 
I  enjoy  my  more  ferious  turn  of  mind  ;  but 
we  can  contribute  greatly  to  each  other’s 
nappinefs,  and  we  wiil  never  hazard  ftrife 
noife,  and  dilTenfion,  for  the  mere  name  of 
man  and  wife,  for  the  iil-natur’d  pleafure 
of  other  folks,  who  may  perceive  we  are 
ty  d  together  without  love,  difcretion  or  fi- 
rmJarity,  I  his  good-natur’d  exhortation 
had  the  contrary  effect  to  what  Ranger  in¬ 
tended,  it  only  added  confufion  to  confu- 
uon  Ihe  gleam’d  upon  him  a  vindictive 
look,  and,  unable  hill  to  fpeak,  rulh’d  by 
him,  and  flew  into  another  apartment,  the 
tears  dreaming  from  her  eyes,  and  her  flays 
ready  to  bind  with  the  fwell  of  choler  and 
paflion  that  diflended  her.  Her  natural 

pride. 
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pride,  tho’,  which  was  extreme,  foon  ftep’d 
in  to  her  aid,  fhe  rav’d,  for  fome  time,  like 
a  fury — curs’d  the  perjur’d  Ranger — herfelf 

_ exclaim’d  of  perfidy,  broken  vows,  and 

cruelty  ;  lamented  her  deftiny  in  tragick 
ftrain,  and  molt  tragically  refolv’d  to  be  re¬ 
veng’d  of  the  deftroyer  of  her  peace,  and 
the  contemner  of  her  charms.  The  dag¬ 
ger,  or  the  fatal  bowl,  were  inftruments 
fhe  had  no  notion  of  employing  on  this  oc- 
cafioo  •,  no,  it  was  a  far  more  mifchievous 
weapon ;  it  was  the  invenom’d  tongue, 
which  convey’d,  at  every  tea-table,  the  moft 
fcandalous  accounts  of  Mr.  Ranger' s  levity 
and  inconftancy,  and  greatly  prejudic’d  him, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  ladies  particularly. 
She  was  believ’d  by  many  in  reality,  and 
many  that  did  not  believe  her,  feemed  ro 
do  fo,  being  afham’d  of  being  lefs  cenforious 
than  their  neighbours.  In  fhort,  he  was  re¬ 
duc’d  to  combat  her  afiertions  with  expla¬ 
nations  and  diicuffions  that  were  very  difa- 
greeable  to  him,  and  he  loft  the  aff'edlions 
of  many  of  his  old  admirers  >  fo  true  it  is, 
that 

Earth  has  no  rage,  like  love  to  hatred  turn'd , 
Nor  hell  a  fury — like  a  woman  fcorn'd. 

However,  Mr.  Ranger  confol’d  himfelf 
with  the  thought  of  his  having  efcap’d  a 
union  with  fuch  a  temper,  and  thought  her 

flan- 


230.  rfhe  Juvenile  Adventures 

funder  infinitely  preferable  to  her  love. 

1  on  this  occafion,  however,  they  parted 
at  tne  c°nclufion  of  the  feafon,  and^eTer 

he°«cH0M  fe  t0gether‘  Meantime 

he  hZ  d  i"fS  fr°m  Irdand'  with  which 
,  'egolarly  and  pioufly  correfponded 

and  the  father  and  uncle  were  fo  pundhwj’ 

that  Ranger  had  had  the  fatisfaftion  every 

or  «e  ve  d,ys  of  hearing  from  ^ 

and  ot  relating  to  them  all  that  occnr’d  to 

I  • ' , , ^j^ather  had,  for  fome  time,  com- 

P'a,n  d  of  J”s  de«y  of  health,  which  gave 

taS  7?  'a9-"1;'6  ^ain’  and  he  had,  at 
to  arremnr  ded  the^ worthy  old  gentleman 

t  nH  .  rf  a  •  V°yage  ^  England,  there  to 
end  his  days  in  his  beloved  and  defervinc' 

faShfid1^’  ’"A ‘"I8  h‘SLaffairS  at  TttUa  t0  » 
faithful  domeftick,  who  was  beloved  by 

bom  or  them  for  hisaffiduity  and  affedion. 

hisCfneS/U  °f  ihC  P,eafing  cxPeftacion  of 
h  fP?e(?  arrival,  and  for  that  purpofe  had 

provided  a  houfe,  intending  to  leave  lord 
Bertram  s,  and  to  begin  family  management 
and  oeconomy,  and  that  he  and  his  father 
fhould  Jive  together  with  the  greater  com¬ 
modity  when  he  received  a  packet  from 

ihe  Whfh>  havinS  opened,  he  read  • 

the  following  lines  trembling,  with  appre- 

f,X of  ,i“  M.y  word-hc  ptrufcd' from  * 
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My  dear  Davy, 

Your  father,  my  dear  brother,  arriv’d 
fix  weeks  paft,  fo  very  ill,  that  I  per- 
fuaded  him  to  repofe  himfelf,  and  not  go 
over  by  the  packet  that  brings  this,  but  to 
flay  for  the  Succeeding  opportunity.  He 
had,  as,  you  know  he  nas  tor  tins  twelve- 
month  paft  inform’d  us,  a  very  bad  afthma- 
tick  ditorder, which  was  now,  it  iliould  ieem, 
increated  to  tucn  an  height  as  to  tineaten 
the  worft  conferences.  Per  firft  opportu¬ 
nity  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Sberridan,  his  old  phy- 
fician  at  Cork ,  who  was  ioon  over  with  us, 
and  after  he  had  examined  his  patient,  told 
me  privately,  he  was  not  long  for  this 
world  ;  for  indeed  his  appetite  was  totally 
gone,  and  he  had  no  bteath,  it  he  reclin  d 
ever  fo  little  •,  fo  that  we  were  oblig’d  to 
keep  him  in  an  upright  pofture  continually. 
"We  had  a  confultation  of  the  beft  phyfi- 
cians  in  Dublin  for  his  relief,  but  they  were 
all  of  Sherridans  opinion,  and  gave  him 
over :  It  became  neceffary  to  tell  him  the 
dreadful  tidings,  which  he  receiv’d,  like  a 
man  fick  of  this  world,  and  prepar’d  for  a 
better ;  and  the  firft  ufe  he  made  of  the  in¬ 
telligence,  was,  with  great  pain,  to  write 
the  inclofed  to  you.  His  behaviour,  in  his 
laft  moments,  was  edifying  to  every  body 

about 
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about  him,  and  he  expir’d  in  a  truly  chrif- 
tian  manner.  Three  days  dnce  we  arriv’d 
Jrom  his  interment  at  Cork, ,  where  we  laid 

h,m  m  the  fame  vault  with  my  fider  and 
my  niece  I  fpared  no  expence  in  the  fu¬ 
neral,  as  knowing,  were  you  upon  the  fpot 
you  would  chufe  to  pay  all  poffible  regard 
to  his  remains  in  this  lad  ad  of  duty  I 
hope  God  will  comfort  you  under  this  fad 
vihtation— you  can  fugged  better  reafons  to 
overcome  your  grief  than  I  can  furmfh.  I 
ihall  take  care  of  all  affairs  at  Tulla  and  elfe- 
where,  in  the  bed  manner,  for  your  intered 

and  am,  waiting  any  indrudions  you  may 
have  to  give,  1 


\ 

Dublin^  &c. 


Davy, 

Tour  mofi  affeftionate  kinfman> 


Tho.  Ranger. 

This  unexpeded  blow,  juft  on  the  point 
of  his  expedation  of  every  day  feeing  this 
valued  parent,  had  a  mod  fudden  and  baleful 
effed  upon  Ranger.  Indeed  he,  like  a  man 
of  fenfe,  forbore,  after  the  fird  fhock,  to 
diew,  by  the  weeping  eye,  or  the  fpeech  of 
woe,  to  declare  the  painful  fnuation  of  his 
foul.  But  well  might  he  fay, 
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_  j[fy  grief  lies  dll  within^ 


4nd  tbofe  external  manners  of  lament. 

Are  nothing  to  the  unfen ,  tort  ring  forrow 
<That  reigns ,  defpotic,  o’er  my  lab  ring  foul . 

For  he  laid  it  fo  to  heart,  that  he  forbore 
all  company,  (hut  himfelf  up  to  brood  over 
his  calamity,  for  days  together,  and  eve 
the  fociety  of  lord  Bertram  and  M  Kenzie 
was  become  diftafteful.  It  was  near  a  month 
before  he  had  courage  to  open  his  poor  dear 
father’s  letter,  and  when  he  did,  finding  • 
following  affe&ionate  lines,  he  redoubled 

his  lamentations. 


Bear  eft ,  dear  eft  and  moft  efteemed  Child ! 

THE  hour  of  my  leaving  this  mortal 
foot  is  haftening  to  me  ;  and  I,  that 
fo  lately  flattered  myfelf  with  tire  comfort 
of  feeing  foon  the  beft  of  fons,  (hall  be  no 
more- - being  bound  upon  a  long  5 


voyage — tho’,  I  truft,  with  fuch  a  prepara¬ 
tion,  as  will  fupport  me  thro  the  g  oomy 
way  .o  light,  to  life  and  bids.  Do  not, 
my  dear  Vitvj,  affl.a  yourfelf—you  lofe  in- 
deed  a  parent  that  loves  you  •,  but  you  mult 
fubmit  to  the  will  of  Providence,  whole 
help  is  all-fufficienr,  and  who,  1  pray  ter- 
ventlv,  will  pour  the  balm  of  comfort  anti 
confolation  over  your  mind.— Some  years 
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?ena  ^rj°  late  may  it  be _ it  will  K  +u 

fidmtly  w'eve  "VVi,le-  a"d  1 

""O,  and  a||  lhol°  £"  reJ°‘c'”g  pa- 

we  l,ave)-0  u  Co„,i„ 

v"-tue  and  honour  which  von  func'PIes  of 

abiy  all  your  life  profeffed  ’  u03™- 

now  feel  will  •  elK-d>  and  which,  I 

be  .he  „nT»  n  ",  conl“"r"'S  of  then* 

breati  is  "  >po.t,  w  le"  ">=  catching 

‘ingniftefo' "°»<7c  f ? 

.he  fleeting  fo',„  is  fl  gg  '^t0"d  f'" 

plain _ that  t  com- 

fore  I  die-b„t  1lasTe-rre  f'C"  thee  b'- 

-7  boo  J0y  of  my  )rfe  ,_thou 

to?n,8j'  ,"'7  °“r  and  kind  Crea* 

-Wheretr  Z  ^  “P“"  ^ 

thro’  thee _ and  U  "if’  ]may  '^ls  Pght  ihine 

everv  h  f  7  ,ake  thee  better  and  wifer 

concerns  I1"  h  "  f77  AU  th?  worldly 
unrL  lJr  e  fafeJy  ,ePOS’d  with  tbv 

trial  caH  f0  '  U  ^  t0  me  in  this  'aft 
ai  hv  o  f°r  3  my  acknowIcdgments,  and 
a  thy  gratitude.  Adieu!  adfeu !  receive 

e  bleffing  of  thy  dying,  yet  ftilj  moft  ten- 

der>  an^  mC)ft  affeftionate  father, 

Richard  Ranger. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  lines  recalled  to  his  memory  all  the 
Scions  of  his  life  his  mother-fider- 
Sophia— Mr.  Birch— all  pafs  d  m  melancho¬ 
ly  review  before  him.— This  lad  lofs  was  in¬ 
deed  mod  grievous — he  comtortec.  himie  t 
with  the  hopes,  however,  of  their  dder- 
ving,  as  much  as  human  creatures  could,  a 
future  lfate  of  bleffednefs— lifting  up  h» 
hands,  and  cading  up  his  tearful  eye  he 
frequently  exclaim’d — with  great  fervency, 

_ _7 f  there  is  a  power  above  usy 

And  that  there  is ,  all  nature  cries  aloud ,  _ 

Thro’  all  her  works,  he  muft  delight  in  virtue , 
And  that  which  he  delights  in  mujl  he  happy. 

MKenzie  mod  fincerely  participated  in  his 
friend’s  forrows,  and,  with  lord  and  lady 
Bertram,  did  and  faid  all  they  could  to  con¬ 
dole  hipn.  They  represented  the  virtues 
and  integrity,  the  ufeful  life  of  his  father, 
and  the  great , preemption  there  was,  that 
he  was  in  a  date  of  happineis  and  blils,  and 
infided  upon  many  other  topicks  that  very 
readily  occur  to  thole  who  give  comfort, 
and  have  lod  great  part  of  their  force  upon 
thofe  minds  that  are  harrow’d  with  grief 
and  misfortune.  Nothing  fo  eafy  as  to  give 
advice  and  conlolation;  nothing  more  <- lt- 
ficult  than  to  recai  the  oppreffed  mind  to 
relilh  fuch  arguments.  In  fhort,  time  arm 
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tho’  he  ftill  qt  t  •  muc^  In^nTenefs^ 

image  in  his  r  m7KrtlmeS’  P'eferv’d  his 

trolpeflion  .  and  inSe'T^ 'P  a  Pious  re* 

dulg\f  himfeff  in  ^  7  ^  r°mcr,mes  in- 

a  ,„mKc“Syalf  ■  ",h 

over  the  paflages  of  hi«  i  f  t  ,  d  review 

Plate  .he  dear  pc-ritsS  hid  loft  “T' 

tears  with  his  reflexion*  r  g,,rjg 
month  naff  r  ,  For  a  twelve- 

been  •  Leonora  and  her  fpoufe  had 

her  ram hV™^  ag'CeabIe  t0  the  dilates  of 
thev  h*A  i  '  oay,  ffir  fome  time 

weTthhfTp  ”1  a«4ertder 

friend  if  7  b°th  yceived  as  the 

A  t(fr  '  man  t  lCy  bo  ^ncerely  valued 

rJ  ar?e,  COnverfation  enfued;  Wherein 

^  eSnt  K  7  d  humour  and  vivadty” 

■  elating  the  incidents  that  had  befallen 

them. 
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them,  during  their  abode  in  France.  A- 
mongft  others,  ihe  told  them  the  following 
adventure,  which  was  confirm’d  by  Lotha¬ 
rio. 

■  Wh  e  n  we  return’d  from  a  tour  we  had 
made  to  Montpelier,  we  left  the  diredt  road, 
with  a  view  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  piea- 
fures  the  country  yielded,  at  the  mod  love¬ 
ly  feafon  of  the  year  •,  and  being  at  a  little 
country  village,  lome  forty  miles  diftant 
from  the  city  we  had  left,  and  having  no 
recommendation  to  any  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  nobility,  we  took  up  our  quarters  at  an 
inn,  pretty  late  in  the  evening,  where  the 
fir  ft  thing  we  were  inform’d  of,  was,  that 
an  Englifh  gentleman,  who  arriv’d  from  the 
count  de  Secbelles’s,  about  eight  leagues  fur¬ 
ther,  had  been  fuddenly  taken  ill,  and  was 
then  in  the  pangs  of  death  •,  we  loon  learn’d 
his  name  and  quality  of  his  fervant,  which, 
you  may  depend  upon  it,  when  you  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with,  you  have,  Mr.  Ranger,  fome 
knowledge  of,  but,  feeing  him  (fare,  you 
fhall  not  know  it  for  a  fmall  fpace,  at  lead 
till  I  have  done  my  ftory.  Another  fer¬ 
vant  had  immediately  been  fent  to  his  lady, 
who  was  left  at  the  count’s,  to  bring  her 
over  to  the  inn,  as  the  furgeon  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  declared  he  would  not  live  twenty-four 
hours,  and  it  was  impoffible,  by  a  litter, 

or 


0 


238  Tbe  Juvenile  Adventures' 

to  thl  {UCt  COnV,enienty’  t0  "convey  him 
to  that  nobleman’s.  We  were  greatly  con- 

cei  n  d  that  his  lady  did  not  arrive  before  he 

led  ;  and  when  he  had  breath’d  his  Jaft,. 

the  other  fervant  was  difpatch’d  upon  the 

iame  errand,  whilft  Lothario,  withhis  ac- 

--homed  goodnefs,  determined  to  flay  in 

oferf°Uff  5-  f  arnva,’and  to  take  charge 
or  the  eflefts  the  deceas’d  had  about  him 

which  were  confidence,  in  cad,  and  jew¬ 
els.  Two  days  pafs’d,  and  no  intelligence 
from  the  count’s,  when  the  fecond  mdTen- 
gerarnv  d,  with  tidings  that  his  lady  had 
let  out  immediately, with  his  fellow-fervant 
and  it  was  fuppofed  would  be,  even  Ion* 
before  he  could  return,  arrived  at  the  vil- 
,  Jage.  Soon  after  the  count  himfelf  came 
over  with  a  great  retinue,  and  appeared 
greatly  amazed  that  the  lady  was  not  there. 
He  was  an  elderly  gentleman,  of  great  ho¬ 
nour  and  probity,  and  Teemed  to  have  been 
a  relation  of  the  deceafed.  He  return’d  us 
thanks  for  the  generous  concern  we  had 
ihewn  in  this  adair,  and  invited  us  to  his 
vi  la  ;  for  it  was  impofiible  to  accommo¬ 
date  both  our  retinues  in  the  fame  inn,  and 
he  determ  in  d  to  remove  the  body  there  alfo,  ' 

M  l  he  could  procure  tidings  of  the  lady  for 
whom  he  exprefs’d  much  efleem  and  we 
ail  feared  fome  fatal  accident  had  happened 

to 
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to  her  and  her  convoy:  But,  upon  recol¬ 
lection,  we  all  imagin’d  fome  villainy  in  the 
latter,  who  was  the  deceafed’s  gentleman,  as 
the  count  faid,  he  had  laid  nothing  to  him 
or  the  lady  of  the  ficknels  of  his  matter; 
but  only  intimated,  that  it  was  his  lord’s 
defire  to  fee  her,  and  that  flie  fhould  join 
him.  Again,  we  could  not  help  thinking, 
that  fuch  a  concealment  might  arile  from 
tendernefs  to  his  lady,  and  fear  of  furpriz- 
ing  her  ;  and  thus,  at  length,  we  had  no¬ 
thing  but  uncertainty  in  our  conjectures. 
We  arriv’d  then,  at  the  count’s,  where  we 
were  received  and  entertain’d  with  a  prince¬ 
ly  fplendor  and  hofpitality,  whilft  fervants 
were  difpatched  every  way  to  get,  if  pof- 
ttble,  intelligence  of  the  lady  and  her  con¬ 
ductor,  and  preparations  were  making  for 
the  interment  of  the  deceafed.  Many  of 
thefe  mefiengers  return’d,  after  a  fruitlefs 
fearch,  when  one  day,  and  the  fixth  after 
her  lofs,  the  count  and  Lothario  having 
taken  a  tour  of  near  twenty  miles,  to  an  e- 
ftate  belonging  to  the  count’s  brother,  and 
were  returning  pretty  late,  by  the  fide  of  a 
wood,  they  heard  feveral  doleful  groans,  as 
of  a  perfon  under  fome  pain  and  diftrefs, 
tho’,  by  the  hoarlenefs  of  the  voice,  they 
could  not  form  a  judgment  whether  it  was 
that  of  a  man  or  a  woman.  They  gene- 

routty 
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roufly  refolved,  however,  as  they  were  fuf- 
ficiently  arm’d,  to  follow  the  found,  which 
did  not  appear  to  be  at  a  very  great  dif- 
tance  •,  and  after  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour’s  brifk  riding,  and  diligent  fearch, 
they  difcovered,  to  their  great  adonifhment, 
a  female,  aimed  naked,  who  was  lying 
upon  the  ground,  and  feemingly  incapable 
to  move,  her  hair  difhevelled,  and  bloody 
marks  upon  her  face,  neck  and  hands. 
Upon  the  ruftling  they  made  in  their  ap¬ 
proach,  having  alighted  at  fome  paces  from 
this  miferable  objeCt,  fhe  lifted  up  her  dy¬ 
ing  eyes,  and,  feeing  the  count,  cry’d.  Ah! 
my  lord  I  how  happy  am  I,  that  you  are 
come  to  my  refeue  before  I  breathe  my  lad. 
— Here  fhe  fainted,  whild  the  count,  at 
once,  recollected  the  very  lady,  about  whom 
wehad  been  in  fomuch in didrefs.  Theyflew 
to  her  affidance,  and  found  die  was  bound 
to  the  dump  of  a  tree  with  ftrong  cords, 
which  alfo  confin’d  her  hands,  and  wrere 
fome  time  before  they  could  unloofe  her, 
and  bring  her  to  herfelf ;  when,  not  trou¬ 
bling  her  with  enquiries,  in  her  prefent  con¬ 
dition,  they  got  her  up  before  the  count, 
and  gently  brought  her  home,  where  i  re¬ 
ceiv’d  her  with  fincere  affliction,  and  fhe 
was  put  to  bed,  not  a  word  being  uttered 
about  her  dead  hufband,  who  was  next  day 

-in- 
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interr’d  in  the  adjacent  church,  being  of  the 
religion  of  the  country,  with  great  funeral 
pomp  and  folemnity,  all  of  us  attending  his 
obfequies.  In  about  a  week,  contrary  to 
all  our  fears,  the  dear  lady  fhewed  fome 
figns  of  her  reftoration  to  life,  and  in  ano¬ 
ther  week  was  perfectly  recovered  ;  and 
then,  in  the  molt  prepared  way,  we  told 
her  of  the  late  cataftrophe,  at  which  fhe 
fhewed  a  decent  and  becoming  forrow  *,  for 
it  ieems  fhe  had  been  married  to  him  againft 
herconfent,and  therefore  could  not  have  that 
lively  affliction  which  otherwife  fne  would 
have  felt.  Soon  afterwards  we  had  the  ftory 
of  her  late  diftrefs,  which  was  indeed  ftrange 
and  affecting.  Her  deceafed  lord  and  her- 
felf  were  natives  of  Ireland ,  from  whence 
his  ill  ft ate  of  health  had  brought  them  to 
the  fouth  of  France ,  and  to  the  houfe  of 
Sechelles ,  to  whom,  by  the  female  line,  he 
was  related.  When  his  gentleman,  as  be¬ 
fore  obferved,  was  fent  for  her,  he  rode 
with  her  for  near  four  days  and  an  half  out 
of  the  main  road,  to  her  great  uneafinels, 
and  thro5  fuch  bye  places  and  woods,  that 
flie  was  quite  terrified,  under  pretence  of 
taking  the  neareft  route,  never  baiting  but 
at  the  byeft  cabarets  and  cottages  ;  but, 
upon  his  arrival  in  the  thickeft  part  of  the 
wood,  in  which  fhe  was  found,  he  took  her 
Vol.  II.  M  off 
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off  her  horfe,  declared  that  he  had  long  fe- 
cretly  pin’d  to  enjoy  her,  and  that,  on  that 
fpot,  he  would  iorfeit  life  and  every  thing, 
but  he  would  execute  his  hellifh  purpofe  ; 
adding,  infolently,  rny  lady,  I  know  you 
can’t  love  your  hufband,  he’s  older  than 
you,  by  far,  and  therefore  the  relief  I  can 
give  you,  I  don’t  doubt  will  be  agreeable  to 
you.  He  then  attempted  to  fling  her  down, 
and  maugre  all  her  refiftance,  and  her  rend¬ 
ing  the  air  with  her  cries,  would  inevitably 
have  fucceeded,  when  three  horfemen  came 
to  the  fpot,  upon  which,  turning  round, 
and  taking  his  piftols  from  his  holfters,  he 
flood  upon  his  defence,  and'  a  fkirmifh  en- 
fuing,  fhe  had  the  fatisfadion  to  fee  him 
fall,  by  a  fhot  thro’  his  villainous  heart. 
But  her  condition  was  rather  worfe  now 
than  before,  and  thefe  defperadoes  loon 
prov’d  themfelves  to  be  greater  brutes 
than  the  wretch  they  had  (lain,  and  that 
plundering  unwary  paffengers  was  their  oc¬ 
cupation.  They  ltripp’d  her  of  her  watch, 
rings,  and  other  valuable  jewels,  which  fhe 
had  incautioufly  about  her,  and  caft  lots 
who  fhould  firft  lye  with  her;  to  all  which 
dreadful  preparative  fhe  was  a  diftraded 
witnefs  ;  but  fome  quarrel  enfuing  about 
it,  two  of  them  fought,  one  of  whom  was 
killed,  and  the  other  fo  difabied,  that  he 

4  was 
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was  not  able  to  move.  The  remaining  ruf¬ 
fian,  lels  concern’d  about  the  fate  of  his 
companions  than  the  gratification  of  his  vile 
purpofes,  now  followed  her  eagerly  ;  for, 
during  the  combat,  fhe  had  courage  remain¬ 
ing  fufikient  to  take  to  her  heels,  and  en¬ 
deavour  toefcape,  and  had  actually,  almoft 
dead  with  terror  and  apprehenfion,  got  to 
a  confiderable  diftance  before  Ihe  wa.  over¬ 
taken  j  when  the  wretch  us’u  every  means 
in  his  power  to  overcome  her  efforts  of  de¬ 
fence  again  ft:  violation,  giving  her,  with¬ 
out  mercy,  many  cruel  blows,  which  at  laff 
depriv’d  her  of  ftrength,  and  bound  her  in 
the  manner  fhe  was  difcovered  ;  but  as  Pro¬ 
vidence  was  pleas’d  to  fee  proper,  before  he 
could  proceed  to  the  laft  fiage  of  his  vil¬ 
lainy,  he  heard  the  trampling  of  the  count 
and  Lothario' s  horfes,  and,  fufpe&ing  a  pur- 
fuit,  took  to  flight,  and  lert  her  to  the  ge¬ 
nerous  relief  fhe  received  from  thofe  gentle¬ 
men,  to  whom  fhe  expreffed  her  gratitude 
in  the  warmeft  and  mod  engaging  terms. 
Upon  fearch  three  bodies  were  found  in  the 
wood,  which  were  difpofed  of  in  the  ufual 
manner.  As  the  reafon  of  her  flaying  in 
France  was  now  obviated  by  the  death  of 
her  hufband,  fhe  determined  to  return  with 
us  to  Paris,  and  from  thence  to  England , 
which  we  were  about  to  revifit,and  we  cm’ 

M  2  braced 
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braced  the  offer  of  her  agreeable  company, 
with  the  greateff  avidity,  with  which  we  t 
have  been  ever  hnce  delighted,  and  you’ll 
excufe  me,  gentlefolks,  that  I  have  fo  long 
kept  you  from  paying  your  refpe&s  to  a 
lady  whole  prefence  will  charm  you,  and 
the  fight  of  whom,  I  know,  will,  in  amolt 
particular  manner,  oblige  my  dear  Ranger . 
So  faying,  fhe  left  the  apartment,  and,  in 
twenty  minutes,  return’d  with  her  fair  fel¬ 
low  traveller,  and  the  company  advancing 
to  falute  her — Ranger  fell  back  fome  paces, 
in  the  greateff  amazement,  lifting  up  his 
hands  and  eyes,  and,  indeed,  ail  the  com¬ 
pany  were  little  lefs  aftonifh’d,  when  they 
difcover’d  in  her  face  the  features  of  the  a- 
miable  Mifs  M  Car  thy,  or  lady  0  Hara . 


C  H  A  P.  XII. 

Mutual  civilities  between  the  company. — Lady 
O  Hara  relates  her  Jlory . — State  of  her  af¬ 
fairs . — She  returns  to  Ireland. — Ranger 
writes  to  his  uncle  about  his  Irifh  concerns . 

WHEN  their  wonder  was  fomewhat 
abated,  Ranger ,  without  any  fcru- 
ple,  or  referve,  folded  his  arms  around  her, 

and 
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and  laid,  this  is  indeed  unlook’d  for  hap- 
pinefs — and  foftly  to  her — my  heart’s  beft 
darling,  once  more  to  behold  thee  ! — She 
receiv’d  their  careffes  with  a  becoming  de¬ 
cency,  tho’  joy  flafh’d  in  thofe-eyes  that 
had  Jong  been  clouded  with  difappointmerit 
and  misfortune.  Lord  Bertram  and  his  la¬ 
dy  put  in  for  a  fhare  in  the  welcome  to 
their  old  vifitor,  and  fhe  received  McKenzie 
with  abundance  of  complacent  kindnefs. 
Ah  !  cry’d  Ranger ,  when  they  were  a  little 
compos’d,  and  had  taken  their  feats,  what 
misfortunes  this  dear  lady  has  met  with !  I 
deplore  them  ;  tho’,  perhaps,  to  the  laft 
we  owe  the  fupreme  pleafure  of  her  com¬ 
pany.  There  was  fomewhat  fo  providen¬ 
tial  in  the  accident,  that  I  cannot  help  ex- 
pr effing  my  wonder  at  it!  Why,  indeed, 
fays  lord  Bertram ,  the  maze  of  the  moft  fi- 
nifh’d  romance  will  fcarce  furnifh  aftranger 
occurrence,  and  I  can’t  help  thinking,  my 
lady  and  you  will  excufe  me,  that  Provi¬ 
dence  ordain’d  it  fhould  be  fo,  to  reward 
you  both,  by  an  union  with  ^ach  others 
virtues,  after  fo  long  a  trial,  by  abfence,  of 
your  conftancy  — I  think,  I  read  in  both 
your  eyes,  that  Mr.  Ranger ,  and  his  fijter , 
are  not  difpleafed  with  what  I  fay.  Lady 
QHara  bluflh’d,  and  reply’d,  Ah!  my  lord 
—you  will  be  unlucky  enough  to  put  us  in 

M  3  mind 
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mind  of  our  former  rambles,  in  which,  I 

can  r  faying,  I  enjoy’d  fome  of  the 
mod  pleafjng  moments  of  my  life.  Ma¬ 
dam,  McKenzie  broke  in,  I  never  knew  a 
pair  whofe  tempers  and  difpofitions  feem’d 
Jo  fui table  as  your’s  and  Mr.  Ranger* s  — 
I've,  Leonora  join  d,  nor  a  pair  who  were  fo 
true  and  con  (tan  t  to  each  other — if  it  had 
not  been  for  that  conftancy — I  believe™ 
don  t  you  be  angry,  my  dear — -looking  at 

her  hufbanc - 1  fhould  have  ventur’d  to 

have  told  him  formerly,  how  much  I  ap- 
prov  d  his  perfon  and  behaviour.  Very 
well,  madam,  return’d  Lothario — -all  this 
before  my  face  too— tho’  indeed  all  mud 
fee  Mr.  Ranger  with  your  eyes  — you  put 
me  in  mind  of  my  poor  friend  Delanio 
Vv  hy,  fuch  a  fpeech  from  his  Maria ,  would 
fend  him  out  a  wanderer  in  woods  and  de¬ 
farts.  They  all  fmil’d  at  this  memento, 
which  occafion’d  Ranger  to  afk  Lothario , 
when  he  heard  from  that  amiable  couple  ? 

1 — He  replied,  that,  about  two  months  fince, 
he  receiv’d  a  letter  from  him,  at  Paris ,  that 
they  were  both  well,  and,  as  far  as  he  could 
conjecture,  Delanio  had  not  been  infected 
with  his  old  diforder  fince  ;  but  that  the 
worthy  Mr.  Carr  had  paid  his  laft  debt  to 
nature.  Pity  it  is,  cry’d  lady  Bertram ,  that 
men  of  worth  and  honour  were  not  im¬ 
mortal 
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mortal — tho’  I  am  going  too  far,  upon  re¬ 
collection  •,  for  immortality  of  fleih  and 
blood,  would  include  an  immortality  of 
the  pains  and  difquiets  incident  to  our  frame 
and  fituation— dreadful  thought !  But 
hereafter,  freed  from  all  the  preffures,  all 
the  appetites  and  paffions  of  earthly  crea¬ 
tures,  immortality  will  be  immortality  in¬ 
deed  1  Thefe  ferious  reflexions  led  them  in¬ 
to  a  very  grave  difcourfe,  which  recalling 
feveral  mournful  incidents  to  the  minds  ot 
Ranger  and  McKenzie,  not  unnoticed  by 
lord  Bertram ,  he  chang’d  the  fubjedt,  by 
faying.  Lady  0  Hara  has  no  doubt  met 
with  fome  occurrences  that  are  worth  re¬ 
lating,  if  we  can  perfuade  her  to  oblige  us 
with  them,  fince  her  being  loft  to  her  Ran¬ 
ger  and  the  world  •, — we  are  all  acquainted 
with  her  hiftory  from  the  time  Mr.ifowgrr 
left  Limerick,  and  her  in  the  arms  ol  Sir 
Charles.  The  lady  bowing,  with  a  modeft 
blufh  on  her  cheeks,  made  this  reply  :  My 
lord,  this  much  beloved  and  engaging  com¬ 
pany  may  command  any  thing  from  me : 
My  adventures  have  not  been  fuch  as  will 
raife  furprize,or  gratify  curicfity  ;  but  as  in 
them,  perhaps,  fome  things  have  occurred, 
which  are  not  known  to  this  circle  of  friends, 
and  which  will  ferve  as  a  fupplement  to 

M  4  Mr. 
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Mr.  Ranger's  ftory,  I  fliall  willingly  oblige 
tnem  with  my  narration.  , 

-boR  near  a  twelvemonth  after  the  laft 
f  ght  I  had  of  Mr.  Ranger,  his  image  dwelt 
lo  iorceably  upon  my  mind,  that  1  became 
a  moft  unealy,  diffracted  creature — fought 
out  folitudes,  where  my  mournful  reflexions 
met  with  little  interruption,  and  was,  even 
to  rudenefs,  unkind  to  my  fpoufe.  But 
that  gentleman  continued  to  behave  in  fo 
even,  fo  tender  a  manner  to  me,  denying 
me  no  gratification  I  afk’d,  and  indulging 
me  even  in  thofe  habits  that  produced  "him 
cl i 'content  and  uneafinefs,  that,  at  length, 
he  conquered  me  to  civility  and  friendfhlp  l 
tho’  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  awaken 
that  love  in  his  favour,  which  had  been 
long  before  given,  and  was  the  juft  due  of 
another.  I  endeavoured  to  put  on  a  com- 
pofed  and  plealed  countenance, 

'Tho  discontent  fat  heavy  on  my  heart , 

and  we  liv’d  in  great  harmony.  Meantime 
my  fordid  uncle  died,  and  was  foon  follow¬ 
ed  by  my  After,  the  latter  of  whom,  who 
had  been  a  facrifice  to  avarice  and  caprice 
as  well  as  myfelf,  I  moft  fincerely  lament¬ 
ed.  My  father  Sir  JuJlus ,  about  half  a 
year  befoie  we  fet  out  for  France ,  paid  us 
his  fir  ft  and  only  vifit ;  it  was  indeed  a  fa¬ 
tal 
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Cal  vifit  to  him,  as  well  as,  in  conclufion, 
to  his  fon-in-law  ;  for  they  carous’d  fo 
heartily,  that  my  father  died  at  Limerick  of 
a  fever,  and  Sir  Charles  contracted  tnc  dn- 
order  which  brought  us  to  France,  whete  ne 
breath’d  his  laft.  I  mourn’d  my  father  as 
a  parent  •,  but  cannot  lay  it  was  with  that 
iharpnefs  of  affliction  that,  had  he  been  a 
kind,  gentle  and  confiderate  father,  I  mult 
have  done.  Indeed,  his  tyranny  had  made 
me  too  unhappy  to  engage  a  grateful  fur¬ 
row.  By  his  deceafe  I  had  near  6000 /. 
added  to  my  fortune-,  tho’  the  family  e- 
ftate  went,  with  the  title,  to  a  firll  coulin, 
who  does  honour  to  his  name  and  delcent. 
Soon  after  my  aunt  at  Dublin  alio  deceafed. 
— She  was  a  good  woman,  but  died  unla¬ 
mented  by  me.  Her  purfuing  me  xo  Eng¬ 
land,  and  the  fatal  event  of  my  being  feiz’d 
and  carry’d  to  Ireland,  had  obliterated  all 
traces  of  affection  from  my  mind  towards 
her.  In  France  little  occurr’d  to  me  -,  my 
hufband’s  ill  ftate  of  health  kept  me  con- 
ftantly  about  him,  fo  that  I  made  few  ex- 
curfions  -,  for  he  had  fo  much  engag’d  me 
by  his  kindnefs  and  tendernefs,  that  1  paid 
him  ail  the  duty  of  a  wife,  and  rauft  lay,  I 
lincerely  mourn’d  his  death.  My  pleas’d 
fui  prize  at  meeting  with  that  lady,  alter  the 
fad  event  that  befel  me  at  the  count  de  Se- 

M  5  •  cheiles’s, 


chelles* s,  was  extreme — it  brought  into  my 
mind  the  days  of  my  happinefs,  and  that 
excellent  man,  bowing  to  Ranger ,  I  found 
ftill  predominant  in  my  bofom.  By  my 
hufband’s  death,  I  am  miftrefs  of  a  jointure 
of  300/.  per  annum ,  and  he  had  in  his  will 
left  me  8000/.  with  his  houfe  at  Limerick > 
and  all  his  goods  therein,  and,  fince  my  ar- 
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her  in  the  coach,  and  they  all  return  d 
home,  quite  pleas’d  and  fatisfied  with  their 

vifit.  x 

The  next  day  lady  Bertram  was  as  good 

as  her  word,  by  leaving  the  two  old  lovers 
together.  They  fat  filent  for  lome  time* 
when  Ranger,  flinging  his  arms  round  her* 
protefted  the  inexpreflible  fatisficftion  this 
renewal  of  their  friendfhip  gave  him,  vow ^d 
he  never  lov’d  more  fincerely,  and  beg  d 
her  to  tell  him  if  he  was  yet  as  dear  to  her 
as  ever  ?  She  prefs’d  him  to  her  bufom,and 
reply’d.  Yes,  my  dear  Ranger ,  you  have 
never  been  a  day  from  my  thougnts  ever 
fince  the  time  I  loft  you  for  ever  and  till) 
my  lateft  moment — as  long  as  lenle  or  re¬ 
flexion  remains,  you  will  infpire  tnis  faith¬ 
ful  breaft  with  love  and  tendernefs.  But 
why,  my  angel,  return’d  Ranger ,  why  do 
you  make  ufe  of  that  dreadful  phrafe,  loji 
you  for  evert  Have  I  no-:  recover  d  you  a- 
gain  p — Does  not  my  bofom  beat  with  the 
fame  ardour,  as  when  fir  ft  I  was  captivated 
by  your  charms?  Are  we  not  both  rich  e- 
nough,  and  of  difpofttions  to  conftitute  at 
profufion  of  happinefs  enough,  to  return  to 
each  others  arms  ?  Oh  !  my  Molly ,  I  feel* 
you  ftill  fway  every  faculty  of  my  foul  !r 
My  dear,  the  lady  reply’d,  my  deareft 
Davy,  tho*  raviftfd  from  you— tho’  forc’d 
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to  admit  the  embraces  of  a  man  I  could 
bai ely  eftecm  yet  I  know  I  have  fome 
juk  pretences  to  your  affedlion. — But  can  1 
thiiik  you  will  ever  take  to  your  arms,  one 
who  has  loft  tne  delicacy  oi  her  beauty,  and 
who  has  been  fubjedted  to  the  will  of  ano¬ 
ther  ?  Can  you  love  with  fincerity,  and  for 
ever  dwell  with  a  perfon  who  comes  to  you 
undo  lo  many  di  fad  vantages  ?  No,  my  dear 
Davy,  let  fome  happy  virgin  win  you  to 
eer  arms,  where  you  may  reap  the  firft 
fruits  of  a  fondnefs,  that  you  may  be  fure 
is  all  your  own, , untainted,  and  unadulte- 
rate.  Let  me,  in  oblcurity,  retire  and  pray 
for  your  welfare,  and  not  make  the  dan¬ 
gerous  experiment  of  confining  you  to  thofe 
embraces,  which,  perhaps,  have  loft  their 
power  over  you  :  And  this,  I  know,  were 
I  to  take  your  hand,  I  fhould  expedl  a  faith¬ 
ful  conftancy  ;  and  that  your  infidelity, 
even  in  a  fingle  inftance,  would  break  my 
heart.  Fear  no  fuch  thing,  Ranger  reply’d, 
— you  are  mine,  and  (hall  be  mine,  and 
once  more  I  afk  your  hand,  and  will  nor 
take  a  denial.  After  a  great  deal  more  of 
fuch  amorous  parley,  fhe  was  perfuaded, 
and  they  mutually  promifed,  upon  her  re¬ 
turn  from  Ireland,  to  complete  the  long’d 
for  union;  for,  eager  as  they  were,  fhe  re¬ 
fold  to  flick  to  the  maxims  of  decorum 

and 
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and  decency,  and  to  mourn  for  Sir  Charles 
a  whole  twelvemonth,  telling  and  convin¬ 
cing  Ranger,  that  to  Anew  any  difrefpect  to 
her  firft  hufband,  would  have  an  alpedt  ot 
levity  and  wantonnels,  that  even  he  could 
not  approve,  as,  if  he  lov’d  her  perlon,  her  • 
reputation  malt  be  dear  to  him.  At  her  • 
defire.  Ranger  now  told  her  ali  his  adven- 
tures  from  the  time  he  laft  (aw  her,  and  ai- 
terwards  the  ftory  ot  McKenzie,  as  briefly 
as  poffible.  She  lamented  the  misfortunes 
fire  heard  with  tears,  and,  in  conclusion, 
faid,  My  deareft  Ranger ,  we  feem  indeed 
to  be  intended  by  heaven  for  each  other; 
we  have,  fince  our  reparation,  been  botii  o.. 
us  unhaDpy  in  mold  lntdances  ,  but  I  hop.- 
the  remainder  of  our  days  will  flow  with 
uninterrupted  content,  and  the  very  re¬ 
membrance  ot  all  our  ills  will  be  obliterat¬ 
ed  from  our  minds.  Your  affair  with  Leo¬ 
nora  I  forgive,  and  put  it  in  balance  againft 
my  forc’d  infidelity,  and  fince  you  was  lo 
fmcere  as  to  relate  it,  I  will  never  entertain 
the  leaft  jealoufy  on  that  head  ;  betide,  I 
am  very  fenfible  tine  is  now  entirely  devoted 
to  Lothario ,  and  that  the  is  too  much  attach¬ 
ed  to  his  merits,  to  occafion  me  any  taitner 
uneafinefs.  When  they  had  an  opportuni¬ 
ty,  the  imparted  to  Clarifa  and  Leonoi  a 

what  had  paid,  as  he  did  to  Bertram ,  Lo¬ 
thario 
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Rreaceft^hri  f^enzie’  who  exprefled  the 

LcZl  t  f  0!}  f  thei>  refolut»on>  and 

marely  felicitated  them  on  their  approach¬ 
es  uni°n-  Ranger,  tho'  he  long’d  to  ac- 
ompany  her  to  Ireland ,  and  could  fcarce 
•  “Pport  the  thought  of'  her  venturing oTer 
alone,  was  fo  fituated  with  regard  to  his 
ngagements,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him 

thefr°nobl  r5  ^  Wver’  he  and 

h  W-m  W’th  her  feVe^I 

days,  on  her  way  to  the  place  of  her  em¬ 
barkation  in  the  weffel  foe  took  pafl^e  fo 

and  by  her  Ranger  wrote  to  his  uncle,  in 
anfwtr  to  his  letter  on  the  late  melanchoJv 

tmnlS'hS  t"8  hT  W  Powers  to 
an  (ad  his  atl  airs,  and  recommending  the' 

cere  ft  and  accommodation  of  lady  O'Hara 

to  him  in  every  inftance  that  fell  within 
h'S  power,  as  a  lady  who  was,  ,n  a  very 
little  Ipace,  to  be  his  near  relation.  The 
parting  of  the  two  lovers  was  very  affed- 
ing,  tears  were  fhed  on  both  fide,  foe  fet 
tail,  and  Ranger  return’d  to  London,  more 
enamour  d  with  each  other  than  ever 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

Receives  letters  from  Ireland.  Contents  of 
them. — Dreadful  difirefs ,  and  dangerous 
illnefs  they  occafion. — He  recovers.  Erects 
a  monument ,  and  writes  an  epitaph. 

LADY  OHara  arrived  fafely  at  Dublin , 
and  wrote  to  all  her  valued  friends 
whilft  fhe  ftaid  there,  which  was  near  a 
month,  and  in  her  letters  magnified  the 
great  fervices  old  Mr.  Ranger  did  her,  and 
fpoke  largely  of  the  genteel  and  affection¬ 
ate  manner  in  which  he  treated  her,  which 
o-ave  Davy  infinite  fatisfaction,  who  longed 
for  the  elapfing  of  the  tedious  peiicd  that 
was  to  keep  them  afunder,  and  formed  in 
his  mind  the  mold  enchanting  ideas  of  fu¬ 
ture  blifs  in  the  arms  of  his  lovely  O  Hara. 

_ piow  wonderful  is  the  conftrudtion  of  the 

human  mind!  That,  notwithftanding  re¬ 
peated,  and  alrnoft  continual  misfortune^ 
and  difappointments,  it  ftill  braces  itlelf 
up,  ftill  becomes  firm  and  collected,  and 
ftifl  the  heart  beats  after  new  fatisfaCtions,, 
new  enjoyments  :  And  let  not  the  doftrine 
of  thofe  philofophers  or  divines,  or  whatever 
you  pleale  to  call  them,  prevail,  who  in¬ 
culcate  it,  as  a  duty,  to  be  entirely  weaned 

from 
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from  this  wicked  world,  to  defpife  thofe 
ivorldhngs  that  beftow  thoughts  at  all  upon 

ir\  fnd  fook  forwards  continually,  with  a 
pride  and  felf-fufficiency  of  heart,  not  to 
be  equalled  in  any  other  fet  of  mortals 
upon  a  certain  angelick  ftate,  where  they 
are  to  have  crowns,  wings,  harps  and  pfai- 
teries ;  neglecting  all  the  duties  of  this 
mortal  life,  which  the  wifdom  of  the  Cre¬ 
ator  of  the  univerfe  thought  proper  to  place 
them  in,  and  where  the  improvement,  and 
not  trie  burying,  of  their  talent  is  expected 
from  tuern:  No,  the  noble,  the  reafoning 
ou  ’  Spurns  at  misfortune,  wreftles  with 
adverfity,  ftill  hopes  for,  and  endeavours 
arter  happinefs,  in  the  ftate  allotted  him 
anti  by  that  fhews  his  fuperiority,  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  his  mind,  above  the  common  herd, 
who,  tho’  they  wear  his  ftiape  and  frame’ 
are  undoubtedly,  when  their  mental  powers 
are  confidered,  a  far  inferior  order  of  be- 


mgs. 


Srx  months  more  lagg’d  flowly  away, 
under  this  longing  expectation  of  our  two 
lovers,  and  fix  months  time  ferved  to  con¬ 
vince  them,  that  drey  had  not  yet  efcaped 
from  the  ills  of  life.  At  a  time  when  Ran- 
ger,  fupremely  happy  in  his  mind,  in  his 
foitune,  fecme  of  the  applaufes  and  appro¬ 
bation  Oj.  mankind,  and  whole  bofom  d i ft— 

tended 
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tended  with  the  idea  of  folding  the  bed  be¬ 
loved  of  her  fex  in  his  warm  embrace  ;  was 
eagerly  expecting  advices  of  her  emoanting 
at  “Dublin  tax  England,  and  a  lummons  to 
meet  her  at  her  landing;  when  his  lad  let- 
*  ter,  both  from  her  and  his  uncle,  flattered 
him  with  an  account  of  her  being  in  pei- 
feft  health :  At  this  time  arrived  an  expi  e  s, 
difpatched  for  greater  expedition,  whode  re¬ 
vered  to  Mr.  Ranger  a  packet,  enclolmg 
two  letters,  the  contents  of  which  were  as 

follow. 

My  dear  eft  Hufband , 

OH!  fuffer  me,  for  the  firft,  and— for 
'the  lad  time,  to  ufe  that  endearing 
epithet  1 — A  title  that  I  was  in  earned  ex- 
negation  of  foon  giving  you  a  right  to: 
But,  thus  fevere  is  my  fortune  !  1  ‘hall 

never  fee  you  more  !— Oh  1  my  Davy,  wnat 
'  can  I  fay  to  dem  the  torrent  of  your  grief  . 

_ How  fhall  I  attempt  to  alleviate  my 

own  ?— My  own — which,  I  confefs,  witn 
terror — allows  hardly  any  vacant  moment 
to  turn  my  mind  to  that  preparation  necet- 
fary  for  the  awful  change  I  mud  fnorny 
undergo! - Cutoff,  alas!  in  the  prime  of 

life,  in  the  expeftation  of  unbounded  hap- 

pinefs,  and  certain  to  meet  my  fate  wit  11 

health,  drength,  and  all  my  reafonmg  and 

cogitative 
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cogitative  faculties  about  me!  Dreadful 
thought !  Rut,  lefs  afflicting  to  me,  as  I 
cannot  recoiled  many  particulars  of  my 
',e<  ^‘are»  that  can  give  me  great  pain  in 
.  ,  'enedion.  If  love  to  you  be  a  crime 
uiueed,  tliat  mufl  lie  heavy  upon  me  ;  for, 
oh  !  1  have  loved  you  with  a  fondnefs  of 

3 ’/• 10n-’  *ias  allowed  no  place  for  any 
thing  elfe  in  my  bread  :  But  are  you  not 
amiable  ?  Are  you  not  pofiefied  of  every 
Joveiy  grace  of  perfon,  every  captivating 
emoellifhment  of  foul  ?  And  can  I  meet 
with  condemnation  for  bellowing  all  my 
thoughts  upon  fuch  an  all-accompiifhed  ob¬ 
ject  ?  No,  and  heaven  will  furely  not  place 
Jt  to  my  account  as  a  crime  !  This  day  fe’n- 
night,  my  deareft  creature,  on  that  unfor¬ 
tunate  day,  going,  by  the  perfoafion  of 
your  kind  uncle,  on  a  party  of  pleafure  to 
a  village  not  far  from  Dublin,  and  depping 
otu  of  the  coach,  I  unfortunately  fell,  or 
rather  flipped  on  one  fide,  and  he,  endea¬ 
vouring  to  catch  me,  my  left  bread,  with 
gmat  violence,  druck  upon  his  head,  and 
I  icceived  fuch  a  dreadful  contufion,  that  I 
immediately  fainted  in  his  arms.  We  re¬ 
turned  home,  proper  affidance  was  fent  for, 
and  every  thing  that  the  fkill  of  furgeons 
and  phyficians  could  adminider  was  pro¬ 
cured  ;  but,  alas!  my  hurt  was  fuch,  that  a 

morti- 
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mortification  has  been  the  dreauful  confe- 
quence,  and  1  am  now  pronounced  within 
a  few  hours  of  my  deceafe,  in  that  very 
fame  bed  in  which  your  dear  father  expired  ; 
—In  that  very  fame  bed  your  wife  is  def- 
tincd  to  breathe  her  lad  ! — Oh  !  my  dear, 
full  of  the  fenfe  of  this  unforefeen,.  this 
fhocking  clofe  of  all  my  fond  expeftations, 
furrounded  by  my  weeping  friends  and  do- 
medicks,  how  can  1  attempt,  and  yet  that 
is  the  intent  of  thefe  lines,  to  adminiiter 
comfort  to  you! — But  I  mud — it  is  a  duty 
incumbent  upon  me  to  befeech  you  nay 
to  command  you — to  bear  my  lofs— grie¬ 
vous  as  I  know  it  will  be  to  you,  with  pa¬ 
tience  and  refignation  to  the  Divine  will. 
By  this  prove  that  you  love  my  memory’ — 
By  this  prove  yourfelf  a  chrittian  ! — T  hat 
you  have  honoured  me  with  a  fincere  and 
condant  affection,  is  now  my  pride  and 
my  confolation  *,  but  I  cannot  bear  the 
thought  of  thofe  virtues  being  lod  to  the 
world,  upon  my  account,  by  which  you  are 
born  to  make  fo  many  perfons  happy.  Tho5 
in  the  future  date  of  exidence,  there  be  no 
marrying,  nor  giving  in  marriage,  )et  I 
fondly  hope,  that  one  of  its  fupremed  feli¬ 
cities  will  be  the  recognizing  thofe  perions 
who  have  been  dear  to  us — innocently,  vir- 

tuoufiy  dear  to  us ;  and  that  we  fhall  botu, 
.  .  hereafter. 


i,je  Juvenile  Adventures 

hereafter,  rejoice  in  blifs  together— toge- 
.‘“■j  tread,  jhe  heavenly  courts - together 

^freeri  fblCfS  ^  ^  Creator  ' mankind 

traces  ffi°m  f  •  thc  fainr’  the  unfaithful 
aces  of  mortal  joys,  of  mortal  difquiets 

'  T  ll.ncI,e  w,!l  te]l  you  the  contents  of  my 

V,lll>  which  will  be  the  laft proof  lean  give 

you  of  my  Jove,  and  my  attachment  to°the 

heft  of  men.  Preferve  me,  and  barely  p«! 

VUr  memor>T  and  accept  the 
va.m  wifhes  for  your  health,  happinefs  and 
prosperity  of  your  departing,  yet  fond  and 
tender  wife,  and  faithful  friend, 

Marv  OHara, 

I  would  fay,  Ranger  1 


My  dear  Davy, 

f  C'ountfnyfelf  the  unhappieft  manbreath- 

c  r  Vng\  r,hat  ^  ,muft  be  ever  the  imparter 
of  fad  and  diffrefsful  tidings  to  you.  You 
ient  me  a  prefent,  in  lady ^ OHara,  thaten- 
gaged  more  of  my  affection  than  any  one 
of  her  fex  ever  did.  I  joyed  in  the  thought 
of  your  being  united  together— and,  vainly, 
cram  faid  to  myfelf,  exulting,  what  a  hap¬ 
py,  what  an  accomplifhed  pair  I  fhall  boaff, 

m  luch  a  nephew  and  fuch  a  niece* _ But  it 

.  is  all  over,  and-the  partner  of  your  foul 
is  no  more  1 — You  have  met,  amidft  all 

your 

« 
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your  fuccefs  in  life,  with  io  many  ins,  that 
j  hope  you  are  prepared  to  obey  the  direc¬ 
tions  in  her  dear  epiftle,  which  comes  here¬ 
with,  and  which  ilie  put  into  my  hands  on¬ 
ly  two  hours  before  her  deceafe  .  As  to  my 
part,  I  am  i'o  overcome  with  this  cruel 
flroke,  that,  if  I  had  the  talent,  1  have  not 
the  power  to  preach  comfort  to  you — I  want 
it  too  much  myielt — and  begin  to  think, 
that  life. a  burthen — which,  indeed,  I  have 
been  too  much  a  Have  to  .  but,  1  hope, 
your  reafon,  your  principles,  will  enable 
you  to  bear  up  under  luch  a  icene  of  dil- 
trefs.  The  dear  creature  has,  in  her  will, 
whereby  flie  makes  you  her  foie  executor, 
and  refiduary  legatee,  and  the  heir  -to  the 
cheated:  part  of  her  fortune,  requeued  and 
ordered  her  remains  to  bedepofited  in  your 
family  burying-place  at  Cork ,  I  prefume, 
with  an  endearing  hope  that  your  remains 
will  reft  there  alio  :  To-morrow  we  mourn¬ 
fully  fet  out  to  fulfil  that  part  of  her  defire, 
with  all  neceflary  funeral  honours;  and  then 
I  intend  to  finifh  all  my  worldly  affairs,  and 
to  fet  out  for  England ,  to  fpend  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  my  days  near  you  ;  for  I  am 
too  fick  of  life  to  make  any  further  burtle 
in  it.  You  have  fufficient — I  have  no¬ 
body  elfe  to  care  for ;  and  all  I  have  is 

your’s. 
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and'ani,  ‘  ^  G°d  t0  Calm  V™  gricfi 
Dearefl  Daw, 

r tor  *»?/?  aff emanate, 

but  for  rowful  kinfman , 

Tho.  Ranger. 

Let  the  youthful  reader,  full  of  the 
warm  relffl,  of  life.  fall  of  g’ly  and  £ttt 

0  speculations,  put  lumfelf  in  the  con¬ 
dition  of  poor  Ranger  5  perhaps,  he  may 
then  conceive  a  part  of  the  grief  that  afiail- 
ed  him  upon  thefe  dreadful  tidings.  It  was 
Jus  gooa  fortune  to  have  his  friend,  M'Ken- 
zie,  at  breakfaft  with  him,  in  his  chamber, 
when  he  broke  the  feals,  otherwife  his  afflic¬ 
tion  might  have  had  more  defperate  effedls. 
A  man  vvho  nad  felt  fo  many  ills  himfelf 
who  had  fo  much  friendfflip  for  Ranker 
was  very  well  qualified  to  affuage  fomf  of 
the  firft  emotions  of  his  diftraeftion.  He 
Jtad  fcarce  fet  his  eyes  upon  the  firft  lines  of 
his  poor  lady’s  letter,  than,  apprehenfion 
of  what  was  to  come  put  him  into  a  cold 
iweat  ;  the  big  round  drops  rolled  from  his 
roreheac,  he  efiayed  to  exclaim  ;  but  the 
trembling  lips  could  utter  nothing-his 
mouth  filled,  his  eyes  glared  wildly  on 

McKenzie, 
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M'Kenzie ,  who  looked  willfully  at  him, 
with  furprize  and  affright,  and  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  after  he  dropt  down,  in  a  iivoon,  at 
his  feet.  That  good  creature,  tho’  quite 
difconcerted  at  this  fudden  incident,  ran  to 
him,  and  ufed  every  art  to  bring  him  to 
himfelf,  which,  however,  it  was  a  confi- 
derable  time  before  he  could  effect,  And, 
when  his  fenles  returned,  and  he  was  laid 
upon  the  bed,  his  groans  and  his  heart¬ 
rending  fighs  feemed  every  minute  to  be¬ 
token  his  breathing  his  laft  Oh!  M'Ken¬ 
zie ,  he  cried— my  friend  1— Oh  !  how  dear¬ 
ly  do  I  pay  for  my  good  fortune  in  life — 
it  is  to  me  only  perfonal — I  lofe  all  thole  I 
fet  the  greatefl  value  upon — and  am  left  in 
the  world,  as  in  a  lonely  wildernefs ! — Oh ! 
Molly  !  my  dear  Molly  !  This  is  the  greateft 
—the  moft  heart-felt  lofs  I  ever  experi¬ 
enced  : — But  heaven,  I  hope,  in  pity  to  a 
wretch,  will  foon  call  me  the  fame  dreary- 
path,  and  eafe  me  of  the  pains  of  this 
wretched  being.  Oh  !  (to  M'-Kenzie,  who 
offered  to  interpofe,  tho’  he  did  not  yet 
know  the  fource  of  his  forrow)  do  not,  my 
friend,  offer  any  confolation — I  behold  my- 
felf  abandoned  by  heaven,  cut  off  from  all 
the  felicities — the  allowable,  defirable  feli¬ 
cities  of  life,  and  a  being  doomed  to  end- 
lefs  miferies !  Oh !  faireft,  belt,  and  deareft 

\  of 
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of  the  creation — to  have  formed  fuch  vaft 
hopes! — to  have  indulged  luch  fond  ideas 
or  blifs! — and — now — when  I  Jeaft  expect¬ 
ed  it,  to  have  my  joys  fo  dallied  with  bit- 
ternefs. — Oh  !  what  religion — whatphilofo- 
phy — what  friendfhip  can  afford  a  remedy 
to  my  wounded  foul  !• — Here  a  fecond  and 
ftronger  fit  fucceeded,  fo  that  MKenzie  was 
obliged  to  ring  for  the  fervant,  and  fend 
for  lord  Bertram  and  Clarijfa ,  who  came, 
full  of  diforder  and  fear,  and  were  quite 
call  down  at  the  dreadful  fpectacle.  McKen¬ 
zie  foon  informed  them  that  the  letters, 
which  lay  fcattered  on  the  floor,  were  the 
caufe  of  this  melancholy  fcene,  and  Clarijfa, 
eagerly  fnatching  them  up,  and  feeing  one 
of  them  was  from  lady  0  Hara,  haftily  ran 
it  partly  over,  and  as  fuddenly  fell  back  in 
a  chair,  her  eyes  fi reaming  with  tears,  and 
fending  forth  a  doleful  fcream,  cried — Oh  ! 
gracious  heaven — my  dear  friend  is  dead  ! 
— no  wonder  poor  Ranger  is  fo  affected  ! — 
lady  0  Hara  is  no  more !  The  terror  and 
furprize  of  the  two  gentlemen  were  nearly 
equal  to  her  own  ;  but  all  reflection  upon 
this  fatal  accident  was  fcon  abforbed  in  the 
confideration  of  the  fad  fituation  of  poor 
Ranger ,  who  came  to  himfelf,  fo  weakened 
and  jaded,  that  it  was  thought  proper  to 
put  him  to  bed,  where  a  violent  fever  foon 

fucceed- 
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fucceeding,  his  friend  began  to  be  in  the 
ucmoft  apprehenliun  for  his  life,  tho*  the 
moft  fkilful  phyficians  attended  him,  and 
ufed  all  their  art  in  his  favour.  C’tarijfa  and 
Leonora ,  with  tearful  eyes,  never  left  his 
bedfide  ;  Bertram  and  Lothario  drooped 
with  borrow,  and  the  faithful  MLCenzie  felt 
more  than  can  be  expreffed  ;  whilfL  the  doors 
were  perpetually  befieged  with  enquiries 
after  his  condition,  and  the  whole  town 
ieemed  overwhelmed  with  borrow.  For 
many  days  he  was  delirious,  and  inceflant- 
ly  raving  of  his  lofs — naming  all  the  mif- 
haps  of  his  life  ;  and  all  in  lo  tender,  fo 
affedting  a  language,  that  the  ftanders  by 
were  frequently  melted  into  tears.  In  fhorr, 
there  was  no  hopes  from  any  thing,  for  a 
long  time,  but  the  ftrength  of  his  conftitu- 
tion  and  his  youth,  which  at  length  began 
to  get  the  upper  hand  of  his  diftemper,  to 
the  great  joy  and  fatisfa&ion  of  all  his 
friends,  who  were  perpetually  petitioning 
heaven  in  his  favour,  liowever,  his  mind 
remained  in  a  very,  very  lad  ftate  ;  quite 
harrowed  and  diffracted,  and  tho’  his  noble 
fiiends,  and  McKenzie,  ufed  all  the  moft 
delicate  methods  to  foothe  and  foften  his 
fenfeof  his  misfortune,  it  was  a  long  time 
before  he  was  able .  to  go  abroad,  or  con- 
verfe  with  any  fpirit  or  freedom  ;  but  fought 
Vol.  II.  N  out 
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out  foli tilde,  and  mcped  about  with  an  inat> 
tentivcnefs  of  face,  that  would  have  con¬ 
vinced  any  one  that  he  was  affefted  by  fome 
baleful  frenzy.  He  loft  his  relifh  for  the 
ftage,  and  for  every  other  bufinefs  or  a- 
mufement,  and  thus  remained,  till  Time, 
with  his  all-powerful  influence,  began  to 
obliterate  the  moft  ftriking  traces  of  his 
Molly y  and  till,  mixing  in  the  diverfions 
his  friends  provided  for  him,  and  forced 
him  to  partake  of,  in  fome  meafure  reftored 
him  to  his  wonted  fpirits,  and  once  more 
gave  him  to  the  longing  wifhes  of  the  ex¬ 
pecting,  and  almoft  defpairing  town.  How¬ 
ever,  tor  years  afterwards,  he  never  men¬ 
tioned  that  beloved  name  without  changing 
pale,  or  thought  of  her,  but  with  a  very  vi¬ 
able  emotion  of  foul.  As  foon  as  he  could 
bear  to  write,  he  ordered  the  following  epi¬ 
taph  to  be  put  upon  a  monument  he  de- 
fired  his  uncle  to  lee  ereCted  to  her  memo¬ 
ry  ;  told  him  he  rejoiced  at  his  refolution 
of  coming  to  England ,  and  deferred  all 
mention  of  other  concerns  till  he  fhould  fee 
him  there. 


TO 
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TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 

dame  MARY  OHARA: 

BUT, 

WHO,  IN  HAPPIER  DAYS, 

WAS 

THE  AMIABLE  AND  LOVELY 

Miss  MARY,  M‘CARTHY. 

HER  DEATH  MADE  FOR  EVER  UNHAPPY, 
ONE  OF  THE  TRUEST 
AND  MOST  RESPECTFUL  OF  LOVERS  ; 

WHO  CAN  NEVER  CEASE 

*  * 

TO  LAMENT  HER  LOSS. 

Oh  lovely  fair,  thefe  forrowing  lines  fhould  tell 
How  lov’d  you  liv’d,  and  how  deplor’d  you  fell  ! 
But,  ah  !  all  power  of  numbers  is  too  faint, 

Thy  worth,  thy  virtue,  or  thy  charms  to  paint  \ 
Vet  love,  yet  gratitude,  attempts  the  drain, 

And  decks  with  mournful  verfe  the  facred  fane. 

Maria,  whofe  dear  name  adorns  this  done. 
Gave  peace  to  ev’ry  bread,  but  lod  her  own  : 
Early  th’  inhuman  parent’s  tyrant  fway. 

Chas’d  ev’ry  comfort  from  her  far  away  ; 

Then  curs’d  with  bitternefs — Oh  wretched  life  ! 
Th’  unhappy  maid,  became  a  mourning  wife  : 
Forc’d  from  thofe  arms  which  reafon  made  her  own, 
Her  forrows  known  to  heaven  and  her  alone  ; 

.  -  2  Calmly 
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Calmly  fl ie  fufFer’d  in  life’s  blooming  pride  ; 
And  gave  to  duty  what  her  love  deny’d. 

1  hefe  torments  pad.,  and  all  her  forrows  o’er, 
Ad  vane  d  the  wifh’d  for  peace,  the  joyous  hour, 
( )ne  fatal  blow,  fo  Providence  ordain’d, 

In  death  s  cold  fleep,  the  lovely  matron  chain’d  ; 
Kcferving  to  itfelf  the  bleft  amends, 

•  hat  on  fuch  truth,  fuch  piety  attends; 
v\re  weep,  yet  murmur  not  at  your  decree, 

Pho’  the  fad  lover’s  ling’ring  mifery  ; 

Sends  up  inceffant  prayers  to  be  remov’d. 

To  join  the  faint  he  valu’d  fo,  and  lov’d. 


D.  RANGER. 
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C  H  A  P.  XIV. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ranger  arrives  in  England. — 

.  Meeting  of  him  and  his  nephew. — Introduced 
by  the  latter  to  his  noble  friends. — Settle¬ 
ment  of  all  his  affairs. — More  misfortunes . 

* — Vi  fit  from- Delanio  and  Maria — Ran¬ 
ger1  s  fiber  and  regular  way  of  life. — Intro¬ 
duced  into  the  friend/hip  of  lord  Vitruvius. 
— Once  more  falls  in  love. — Which  is  for¬ 
warded  by  a  particular  circumftance . — Con - 
clufton  of  thefe  deleft  able  adventures ,  with  a 
word  or  two  to  the  criticks ,  &c. 

JN  about  two  months  from  this  melan¬ 
choly  period,  Mr.  Ranger  received  a  let¬ 
ter  of  information  from  his  uncle,  that  he 
propofed  to  embark  for  England  in  a  few 
days,  having  fettled  all  his  affairs  in  Ire - 
land,  and  put  his  nephew’s  into  fuch  a  train, 
that  he  might  eafiiy  manage  them  by  his 
honed  agent  at  Tulla.  Upon  this  intelli¬ 
gence  Ranger  and  M'Kenzie  fet  out,  in  a- 
bout  fix  days  afterwards,  to  wait  for  him  at 
a  feat  of  lord  Bertram  s,  fome  miles  beyond 
Dunftable.)  which  his  nephew,  by  letter,  had 
defired  him  to  take  in  his  route  to  London. 
1  hey  here  fpent  ieveral  days  in  rural  fports 
and  amufemencs,  and  the  purfuit  of  the 
chace,  or  the  dedrudtion  of  the  feathered 

N  3  race, 
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race,  ferved  to  divert  a  mind,  which  was 
yet  not  recovered  from  the  late  fhocks  it 
had  felt,  from  poring  over  the  various  ills 
u  had  experienced  .  1  hefe  too  well  remem- 
1m ed  regrets  earned  fo  violent  commotions, 
often,  that  Ivl'' Kenzic^  with  all  his  art,  and 
«iii  his  friend  fb  i  p,  could  fcarcely  com  pole  ; 
and,  indeed,  frequently  threw  him  into  the 
•ameturn  of  indulging  forrow,  and  refrefh- 
ed  his  memory  with  all  the  doleful  feenes 
fhat  he  himfelf  had  been  a  melancholy  wit- 
neis  to.  On  thefe  occafions  they  became 
a  "ornately  the  mourner  and  the  comforter ; 
nor  could  either  claim  much  pre-eminence 
in  misfortune,  lave  that  Ranger's  ills  were 
of  a  later  date,  and  confequently  adted  upon 
his  foul  with  greater  fury.  But  then  he  was 
naturally  of  a  livelier  call,  and  had  a  greater 
fhare  of  fpirits  than  McKenzie,  who  was  of 
a  ferious  temper,  and  wanted  that  neeeffa- 
ry  dock  of  alertnefs  which  Providence  had 
io  plentifully  beftowed  on  his  friend.  This 
is  certain,  that  few  perfons  ever  met  with 
fuch  a  number  of  fucceflive  Ioffes  and  dif- 
appointments,  and,  in  reality,  few  perfons 
ever  combated  them  more  with  all  the  con- 
fiderations  and  confolations  of  reafon  and 
philofophy.  The  fimilarity  of  their  for¬ 
tunes  werealfo  furprifing  :  If  Ranger  mourn¬ 
ed  a  father  and  mother,  M'Kenzie  had  a/fo 

loft 
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c' 

loft  his,  tho*  earlier  in  life  ;  if  the  father  of 
one  had  hurt  himfelf  by  a  fecond  match, 
that  of  tho  other  had  reduced  his  financies 
by  the  itch  of  gaming.  If  Ranger  wept  his 
fifter,  his  Sophia ,  his  McCarthy  ;  MKenzie , 
in  the  lofs  of  his  lovely  wife  and  children, 
was  more  than  equal  with  him,  and  for  his 
worthy  tutor  Birch ,  could  lament  the  gene¬ 
rous  and  difinterefted  Mr.  Guljlon.  but,  in 
feme  refpefts,  the  ills  of  McKenzie  were  fu- 
perior  to  any  parallel  with  thofe  of  Ranger . 
The  former  had  been  within  view,  imme¬ 
diate  poffeftion,  of  a  large  fortune,  of  which 
the  death  of  his  father-in-law  in  one  mo¬ 
ment  deprived  him  ;  afterwards  defrauded 
by  a  villain,  neceffity  drove  him  to  the 
ftage,  and  whilft  Ranger  had  been  enjoying 
his  rambles,  and  fucceeding  in  his  theatric 
charadler,  poor  Al'Kenzie  had  encountered 
with  a  great  variety  of  perfonal  misfortunes 
and  diftreffes  •,  had  been  reduced  to  naked- 
nefs,  and  the  moft  dreadful  dilemmas,  to 
famine,  and  even  to  the  point  of  laying 
violent  hands  upon  himfelf,  to  free  him  from 
the  miferies  that  furrounded  him.  How¬ 
ever,  with  a  generofity  feldom  known  in 
fufferers,  each  feemed  to  feel  the  others 
woe  more  than  his  own,  each  magnified  the 
other’s  griefs,  and  each  ftrove  to  pour  the 
balm  of  comfort  on  the  other’s  tortured 
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breaft.  Affinity,  confanguinity,  all  the  cha¬ 
nties  oj  father ,  aW  brether,  they  were 
deprived  of  for  ever ;  Jove  drooped  over 
them,  and  mourned  the  Ioffes  of  the  lovely 
iair  ones  that  had  infpired  their  breads- 
rvojoy,  no  iatisfaftion,  but  that  of  friend- 
imp  was  left  them,  and  that  they  partook 
ot,  ptihaps,  with  as  much  Jincenty  as  ever 
any  pair  of  companions  did,  which  pro¬ 
duced  one  morning  the  following  lines 
icrn  jVi  A eriz.e^  who  was  certainly  no  poet 

and  consequently  was  truly  infpired  by  it  on 
this  occafiori.  1 


i. 


m  w 

Mild  friendfhip,  with  its  pureft  ray, 

Illumes  my  mind,  and  warms  my  bread. 
Chafes  each  care,  each  grief  away, 

And  gives  the  mournful  fuff’rer  reft. 


2. 

Pcffefs’d  by  thee,  thou  flame  divine  ! 

To  nobleft  ads,  the  foul  afpires  ; 

To  virtue’s  call  we  pleas’d  incline, 

Sue  makes  us  glow  with  all  thy  fires. 


Thou  eafeft  e’en  the  lovers  pains, 

Vk'ho  mourn  the  loft,  or  abfent  fair  : 
With  thee  Elyzium  conftant  reigns, 
And  ev’ry  biffs  thy  vot’ries  flure. 
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The  delights  of  the  country  were  fo  very 
greeable  to  them  both,  that  they  continue'., 
without  impatience  to  return  to  town,  for 
fome  days  after  the  time  of  Mr.  A anger  s 
expected  arrival  ;  being,  however,  genteel 
enough  to  let  his  lordfhip  know  then  fili¬ 
ation,  and  that  their  vifiter  was  not  atrivec  , 
who,  in  aniwer,  told  them  how  plealed  he 
was  that  they  were  plealed,  and  how  lorry 
that  bufmefs  hindered  him  and  his  ClarijJa 
from  joining  them  in  their  delicious  retreat. 
And  a  delightfome  retreat  indeed  it  was; 
art  and  nature  having,  as  it  were,  combin  d 
to  make  it  agreeable,  and  as  it  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a  good  I porting  country,  and  the 
feats  of  feveral  hofpitable  and  fociable  gen¬ 
tlemen,  they  began  to  chear  their  hearts, 
and  to  ftifle,  if  not  totally  to  bury  their  dif- 
quietudes.  At  length  old  Mr.  Ranger  ar¬ 
rived,  attended  by  two  fervants  in  livery,  - 
and  alighted  at  the  gate,  juft  as  the  two 
friends  were  traverfing  the  fhady  waik  that 
]ed  from  it  to  the  houle  ;  but  were  fo  earn¬ 
ed  in  difcourfe,  as  not  to  perceive  their  vi¬ 
fiter,  till  the  bell  was  rung,  and  the  porter 
had  let  them  thro5  the  gate ;  when  Ranger , 
calling  up  his  eyes,  at  once  knew  the  per- 
fon  of  the  only  relation  he  had  in  being, 
and  who  had  long  obliterated  all  difguft  to 
him  from  his  mind,  and  had  on  many  late 
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accounts  a  moft  tender  fhare  in  his  affection, 
tor  tho  he  had  formerly,  as  before  related, 
fhewed  fo  me  what  of  a  mean  and  fordid  dif- 
pofition ;  yet  he  had  fince  been  totally 
changed,  and  hefides  having  been  a  faithful 
ileward  to  his  nephew,  had  affifted  in  the 
iau  moments,  and  fuperintended  the  obfe- 
quiesof  his  dear  father, and  his  lovely MCar* 
thy  ;  came  on  purpofe  to  England  to  enjoy 
his  fociety,  for  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
and  to  make  him  his  foie  and  univerfal  heir 
of  ail  his  efiate  and  effects,  which  were  very 
confide*  able.  No  wonder  then,  if  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  thefe  gentlemen  was  no  common  ce¬ 
remony  ;  but  mingled  with  tears,  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  molt  llrenuous  embraces, 
i.eui,  dear  nephew- — my  kind  and  good 
uncle,  being  repeated  by  one  and  the  other, 
in  the  firft  tranfports  of  joy,  and  offorrow- 
fui  refleftion,that  the  fight  of  each  other  oc- 
cafioncd.  i  hefe  firft  tumultuous  endear¬ 
ments  over,  Ranger  prefented  M'Kenzie  to 
iiun,  as  his  valued  friend,  and  the  partici-  ' 
pator  oi  all  his  joys  and  lorrows,  withwhofe 
ftory,  as  he  was  now  not  unacquainted,  hav¬ 
ing  had  it  from  his  late  dear  niece,  as  he 
called  poor  lady  O  Lara,  he  received  him 
with  friend  fh  ip  and  afiedtion.  They  then 
ufhered  him  into  a  fuperb  apartment,  and 
having  given  directions  that  proper  care 

jfttould 
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fliould  be  taken  of  the  fervants  and  the 
horfes,  a  repaid  was  brought  in  for  the  re- 
frefhment  of  the  old  gentleman,  which  over, 
they  fet  down  the  a  the  to  a  friendly  reca¬ 
pitulation  of  their  feveral  affairs,  as  the  ac¬ 
cidents  of  Mr.  Ranger's,  journey,  the  opi¬ 
nion  he  had  entertained  ot  tne  count! y, 
which,  now,  for  the  hr  ft  time,  he  had  taken 
a  furvey  of,  and  the  melancholy  death  of 
the  poor  lady  0  Hat  a,  a  firing  which  young 
Mr.  Ranger  could  not  help  more  particularly 
harping  upon  on  this  light  of  his  uncle. 
Oh  !  Sir,  he  cried,  what  a  profufion  of  hap- 
pinefs  had  my  imagination  treal'ured  up,  ir\ 
the  fociety  of  that  excellent  creature! — Her 
charms  would  have  contributed  to  obli¬ 
terate  all  my  former  ills — on  her  dear  bo- 
fotn  I  fhould  have  refted  all  my  cares,  and 
ail  my  follici tudes.  Like  the  poor  fliip- 
wrecked  mariner,  who,  ftruggling  with  the 
foaming  billows,  fees  at  a  diflance  fome 
verdant  fpot,  towards  which,  whilft  he  fends 
his  longing  eyes,  a  mounting  wave  buries 
him  at  once  in  the  dread  abyfs  :  So  I,  fond¬ 
ly  flattering  myfelf  with  the  pofleflion  of 
this  treafure,  have  been,  by  the  cruel  and 
relentlefs  hand  of  death,  deprived  of  all 
-  hope  or  comfort ; 


’■—Now, 
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- Nov/,  alas ! 

I  wander,  wretchedly,  from  place  to  place  ; 
And  like  a  fhipwreck’d  mariner,  aghad. 

On  fome  curs  d,  barren  fhelf,  I  feek  in  vain, 
With  wand’ring  eyes,  for  help  in  mydefpair! 

Your  good  fenfe,  interrupted  McKenzie ,  in 
fome  meafure  to  alleviate  the  forrow  with 
which  he  pronounced  thefe  words,  will  in¬ 
form  you,  your  religion  will  convince  you, 
that  we  are  fent  here  for  higher  purpofes 
than  the  bare  gratifications  of  this  world, 
and  that  we  are  eroded  in  our  defigns,  con¬ 
founded  in  our  purpofes,  merely  to  prove 
to  us  how  tranfitory  a  date  is  this  mortal 
hie,  and  to  purge  and  prepare  our  fouls  for 
a  more  blifsful  fituation,  in  which  there 
will  be  no  more  erodes  nor  difappoint- 
ments,  no  mourning,  or  fhedding  of  tears, 
and  where  an  oblivion  of  all  our  former  ills 
will  beone  happycircumftanceof  ourchange. 
Wifely  the  heathens  made  the  Lethean 
draught  the  fird  means  of  the  happinefs  of 
their  Elyftum  \  fince  mental  reflection,  even 
upon  palt  misfortunes,  would  imbitter  all 
tne  joys  of  immortality.  It  is  our  duty, 
then,  to  prefs  forward  to  this  mark,  where 
thole  we  lament  are  only  gone  fome  fliort 
fpace  before  us  ;  and  to  attain  the  delight¬ 
ful  prize  of  the  high  (allmg  of  God  in  Qhrift, 
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a  fincere  fearch  after,  and  pra6tice  of  our  re¬ 
ligious  duties  *,  but,  above  all,  the  conftanc 
perfiftance  in  a  courfe  of  virtue  feem  the 
only  requifites.  This  can  alone  inlurc  a 
difpofition  of  foul  fitted  for  blifs •,  and  tho* 
our  notions  of  a  local  heaven  and  hell  may 
be  too  far  carried,  yet  it  is  reafonable  to 
think,  that  one  main  difference  between  the 
fons  of  God,  and  the  fervants  of  fin,  will 
be  the  calm  relult  of  a  peaceable  and  quiet 
mind,  or  the  dreadful  roarings  and  toffings, 
the  violent  perturbations  of  fouls  foul  with 
the  ftains  of  iniquity,  encreafed  by  a  con¬ 
ftant  view  of  the  blifs  enjoyed  by  the  faints 
in  glory . — What  worfe  can 

- the  damn’d  endure, 

Then,  knowing  heaven,  to  know  it  loft 
for  ever  ? 

Fortified,  as  we  both  are,  with  fentiments 
like  thefe,  we  can  bear  upagainft,and  ftem 
the  torrent  of  the  evils  that  have  afiailed 
us  ;  blefling  God  for  the  good  we  (till  en¬ 
joy,  and  fubmitting,  humbly, to  the  ftrokes 
of  affii&ion,  it  has  pleafed  him,  in  his  good 
providence,  to  lay  upon  us,  for  our  chattife- 
ment,  but  not  for  our  deftrudtion.  Why, 
replies  Ranger ,  it  is  by  iuch  reflections  as 
thefe,  that  I  am  able  to  live;  but  ftili  the 
man  will  be  predominant  at  times,  and  a 

bitter- 
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bitternefs  of  grief  break  in  upon  the  foul, 
which  fome  conftitutions,  perhaps,  would 
be  unable  to  ftipport. —  But,  come,  you  have 
recalled  me  to  myfelf,  my  clear  friend  •,  and, 
Sir,  turning  to  his  uncle,  i  will  make  you 
amends  for  giving  you  the  pain  I  perceive 
1  have,  by  attending  folely  to  the  gratifica¬ 
tion  of  your  pleafure  and  curiofity.  So  fay¬ 
ing,  they  fim Hied  their  bottle,  and  then 
carried  the  old  gentleman  thro’  all  parts  of 
the  feat,  and  extenfive  gardens,  on  which 
he  exprefied  much  fatisfaftion,  and  the  next 
morning  all  let  out  for  London ,  where  Davy 
carried  him  to  take  pofTelTion  of  a  houfe  he 
had  bought  and  furnifhed  for  him,  and 
where  he  now  intended  to  refide  himfelf,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  lord  Bertram's-,  and, 
on  the  morning  enfuing,  prefented  him  to 
that  nobleman  and  his  lady,  Leonora  and 
Lothario ,  and  all  his  other  friends,  by  whom 
he  was  received  with  a  diftindtion  that  dif- 
played  the  great  value  and  efteem  they  had 
for  his  nephew  Some  time  after,  when 
they  became  fettled  in  their  new  abode. 
Ranger  had  the  courage  to  furvey  the  will 
of  his  dear  M'-Carthy ,  wherein,  lave  about 
jooo  pounds,  Hie  had  left  the  whole  of  her 
fortune  to  him,  with  thefe  remarkable  ex- 
prefiions,  “  For  to  whom  can  I  with  more 
“  juftice  bequeath  what  I  poffefs,  than  to 

“  the 
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44  the  dear  man,  who,  had  God  feen  fit  to 
44  fpare  my  life,  in  a  very  few  weeks  would 
44  have  been  the  undoubted  matter  of  me 
44  and  them,  as  he  was  before  of  my  ten- 
44  dereft  affections.”  Such  a  teltimony  of 
the  regard  of  his  lovely  fair,  once  more  re¬ 
called  all  his  lorrow,  and,  diffolved  in  tears, 
he  afrelli  lamented  his  fad,  his  cruel  lofs. 
His  uncle,  then,  accounted  to  him  for  all 
the  fums  he  had  of  his  in  his  hands,  as 
well  as  the  profits  of  the  Tulla  eftate ;  and 
then  faid,  You  fee,  nephew,  you  are  now 
fufficiently  rich  *,  but,  befides  I  fhalladd  to 
your  (lock  20,000  /.  which  even  now  you 
fhall  have  the  abfolute  difpofai  of.  Ah! 
Sir, — my  dear  uncle,  Ranger  made  anfwer, 
— half  this  drofs,  and  the  prcfervation  of 
our  friends,  would  have  made  me  happy  : — 
But  now,  Sir,  as  you  have  been  conitantly 
ufed  to  bufinefs,  an  entire  and  total  cefiation 
from  it  may,  perhaps,  not  be  agreeable  to 
you.— — Therefore,  after  thus,  embracing 
him,  thus  fincerely  paying  you  my  dutiful 
acknowledgments  for  all  your  pains  and 
cares  ufed  in  my  intereft :  Pray,  Sir,  take 
again  all  thefe  writings  and  concerns  into 
your  poflfeffion,  continue  (fill  to  manage 
both  our  fortunes,  whilft  I,  for  forne  time 
longer,  follow  my  pieferit  vocation,  from 
which  I  am  able  to  add  fome  thoufands,  al¬ 
ready  ? 
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ready,  to  our  captial,  that  you  are  not  yet 
aware  of.  After  fome  ftruggle  the  uncle 
confented  to  continue  his  nephew’s  agent, 
and  they  began  to  live  together  (with 
M‘Kenzie,  who  they  had  infilled  fhould 
have  an  apartment  in  their  houfe )  with 
great  cordiality  and  harmony,  daily  vifiting, 
and  being  vifited  by  all  their  noble  ac¬ 
quaintance,  and  their  houfe  became  the  re- 
iortof  the  learned  and  the  polite,  and  young 
Ranger  the  Maecenas  of  the  Literati .  He 
feemed  now  to  have  recovered  from  his  de¬ 
ploring  condition  entirely,  and  to  enjoy  the 
focial  bleflings  of  life,  with  his  uncle,  his 
McKenzie ,  and  Bertram ;  but  about  this 
time  his  noble  friends  alfo  received  a  very 
great  blow,  in  feveral  fucceffive  Ioffes  of 
their  honoured  parents  and  relatives.  The 

earl  of - ,  lord  Bertram? s  father,  after  all 

his  doubling  and  winding  in  the  myfteries 
of  (late,  was  overcome  by  that  potent  ad- 
verfary  Death,  who,  for  a  long  time,  he 
had  combated  by  all  the  arts  of  phyfic.  He 
died  in  full  poffeffion  of  his  power,  as  a  mi- 
nifter,  tho’  fome  of  his  enemies  whifpered 
*  after  his  deceafe,  that 

His  confcience  was  a  worm  within 
That  gnaw'd  him  night  and  day. 

For  let  a  man  be  ever  fo  elevated,  he  muft 

undergo 
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undergo  the  cenfure  of  the  world,  and  after 
death  his  real  countenance  will  be  unveiled. 
His  remove  was  loon  followed  by  that  of 

the  good  lord  and  lady  - ,  the  father 

and  mother  of  Clarijfa  and  Leonora ,  after 
having  long  enjoyed  all  poiTible  earthly  fe¬ 
licity,  in  the  happinefs,  the  delightfome 
fituation  of  their  children ;  and  about  the 
fame  time  the  kind  and  humane  Sir  James 

— - - ,  their  uncle,  alfo  furrendered  up  his 

breath  to  him  that  infpired  it.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  honours,  and  the  immenfe 
riches  that  hence  flowed  in  upon  lord  Ber¬ 
tram,  he,  with  his  Clarijfa ,  and  Leonora ,  and 
Lothario ,  were  overwhelmed  with  forrow, 
and  now  demanded  confolation  from  all  the 
endeavours  of  their  friends.  Ranger  and 
McKenzie  were  fo  affiduous  in  this  melan¬ 
choly  exigency,  that  they  feldom  departed 
from  them,  and  once  more  this  amiable  fo- 
ciety  wore  the  outward  femblance,  and  felt 
the  inward  force  of  the  mod  bitter,  and 
mold  cruel  forrow.  Ranger  and  McKenzie 
were,  on  this  occafion,  fincere  mourners, 
not  only  on  their  friends,  but  on  their  own 
account;  for  the  noble  perfons  departed, 
had  fo  feconded  the  attachment  of  their 
children  for  this  brace  of  friends,  that,  they 
not  only  did  all  in  their  power  to  oblige 
them,  but  alfo  grew  perfe&ly  enamoured  of 

their 
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their  good  qualities  and  virtues,  and  each 
Jeft  them  considerable  legacies,  as  tokens  of 
t;jcir  regard,  at  their  deaths.  Their  Several 
obfequies  were  performed  with  the  ufual 
pomp  and  ceremony,  and  they  were  laid 
at  peace  with  their  anceftors,  as  the  book  of 
tne  peerage  of  the  nobles  of  Britain  has  So 
elaborately,  and  with  fuch  precifion,  fee 
forth  ;  but  it  was  many  months  before  their 
worthy  offspring  could  overcome  the  (hock 
their  deaths  occafioned ;  which  however 
met  with  fome  considerable  alleviation  in  a 
vifit  they  Soon  after  received  from  Delanio 
and  his  Maria ,  who  were  refolved,  once  at 
Jeaff,  they  faid,  to  fee  their  benefactors,  as 
they  had  long  wifhed,  in  vain,  for  their  ar¬ 
rival  at  their  country  villa.  My  readers 
will  not  at  all  doubt  that  this  interview  was 
very  agreeable  to  Leonora ,  Lothario  and 
Ranger ,  who  careffed  the  faithful  pair  with¬ 
out  meafure,  and  prefented  them  to  the  reft 
of  their  circle,  by  whom  they  were  received 
with  a  cordiality  that  their  merits  infpired, 
Delanio  had  overcome  his  romantic  difpo- 
fition,  and  lpoke  and  adted  like  an  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  the  world  ;  but  ftill  could  Scarce 
ever  bear  his  Maria  from  his  fight,  and, 
with  fome  pain,  endured  the  round  of  po¬ 
lite  vifits  fhe  was  drawn  to  by  his  friends. 
After  they  had  fpent  a  confide/able  time  in 

their 


■  > 


of  DAVID  RANGER.  283 

their  enjoyment  of  the  pleafures,  if  they 
may  be  called  fo,  that  London  yields,  it  was, 
in  general,  agreed  by  the  whole  (ociety, 
that  they  fhould  conduct  them  back  to  their 
retirement,  which  accordingly  they  did, 
and,  in  conclufion,  vifited  the  old  baronet, 
Lothario's  father,  and  feveral  of  thofe  de¬ 
lightful  feats  and  fine  eftates  of  which  Ber¬ 
tram,  now  earl  of  - ,  w7as  become  pof- 

feffed,  and  where  they  partook  of  all  thofe 
calm  and  untainted  bleffings  that  rural  life 
communicates  to  thofe  minds'  that  have  a 
relifh  for  innocence  and  peace.  In  three 
months  time  they  returned  again  to  London , 
to  fill  up  their  ftations  in  buiy  life,  where 
Ranger  (hone  with  dill  encreafed  luftre.  The 
large  fortune  he  now  found  himfelf  fure  of 
the  poffeffionandreverfionof,  not  at  all  elat¬ 
ed  or  puffed  up  his  mind  *,  he  was  ftill  the 
obliging,  the  affable,  the  generous  Davy . 
Depreffed  honefty,  and  needy  wit  found  a 
ready  relief  from  his  tender  heart,  and  his 
open  beftowing  hand  :  To  hear  of  misfor¬ 
tune  was  an  immediate  motive  of  redref- 
fing  it,  as  far  as  his  powei  and  abilities  ex¬ 
tended,  and  he  was,  in  private  life,  all  the 
great  and  amiable  characters  he  io  well  per- 
fonated  upon  the  ftage.  Meantime  his  oe- 
conomy  and  prudence  went  hand  in  hand 
with  his  generoficy.  His  frugality  and  tem¬ 
perance 
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perance  was  an  example  to  all  the  Tons  of 
fortune,  and  his  vacant  hours  were  paft  in 
iuch  convene,  and  fuch  amufements,  as  are 
a  credit  and  a  profit  to  humanity.  No 
wonder  if,  thus  behaving,  he  continued  to 
be  the  idol,  not  only  of  the  particular  circle 
cr  his  friends,  but  of  all  the  world,  and 
that  his  triendfhip  and  acquaintance  was 
J  ought  after  by  all  ranks  of  people.  Amongft 
the  red,  the  great  Vitruvius  became,  ena¬ 
moured  of  his  virtues,  and  loon  contracted 
iuch  a  fondnefs  for  his  converfation,  that 
ne  engiofied  him  from  all  other  fociety. 

I  his  nobleman  was  immenlely  rich,  and 
enjoyed  many  of  the  greateft  polls  under  the 
government,  and  his  lady  was  the  daughter 
of  one  of  the  wifeft  and  greateft  peers,  that 
ever,  in  this  country,  was  dignified  with  a 
title,  and  reflected  the  greateft  honour  and 
Juftre  upon  his  defcendants.  This  illuftri- 
ous  woman,  partaking  of  her  lord’s  incli¬ 
nation  for  Ranger ,  and  having,  from  Cla- 
rijpi  and  Leonora ,  heard  the  ftory  of  his  hard 
hap  in.  the  aftairs  of  love,  contrived  to  place 
a  lure  in  his  way,  which,  (lie  hoped,  would 
obliterate  from  his  mind  all  his  misfortunes. 
—No  gratification  can  yield  more  joy  to 
females,  than  that  of  bringing  together  and 
coupling  their  friends,  after  themfelves  have 
entered  die  marriage  ft  ate,  and  it  has  puzzl¬ 
ed 
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cd  the  fage  metaphyfical  enquirers  into  the 
motives  of  human  actions  and  pafiions,  whe¬ 
ther  this  inclination  to  match-making  arifes 
from  good  or  bad  motives  ;  whether, charm¬ 
ed  with  their  happy  fituation,  they  benevo¬ 
lently  are  Simulated  to  make  their  friends 
as  happy  ;  or,  uneafy  under  it,  are  willing 
to  have  companions  in  misfortune. — Her 
ladyfhip  had,  in  her  retinue,  a  mod  en¬ 
chanting  agreeable  female,  whom  we  final  1 
call  Mifs  5 tulip  *,  who,  not  only  po defied  all 
the  charms  of  a  fine  perfon  and  behaviour, 
but  a  foul  of  the  very  nobleft  calf,  and  a 
mind  adorned  with  every  amiable  grace. 
She  became  enamoured  of  our  hero,  after  a 
veryfhort  intercourfe  of  civilities,  and  a  con¬ 
viction,  that  he  was  one  of  the  mod  gene¬ 
rous  and  moft  accomplifhed  of  his  fex.  A 
particular  circumftance  firft  engaged  Ran¬ 
ger's  regards  and  attachment  to  this  beau¬ 
ty.  She  had  all  the  fweetnefs  and  foftnefs 
of  his  Sophia,  and  her  features  wore  in  them 
fo  much  of  his  M'Carthy ,  that,  from  mourn¬ 
fully  fighing  over  the  refemblance,  he  at 
length  began  to  defire  the  poffefiion  of  the 
lovely  fair  one  ;  and  gratitude  to  his  for¬ 
mer  loves  contributed,  with  admiration  of 
the  prefent  objeCl,  to  make  an  entire  con- 
queft  of  his  affe&ion  in  her  favour  ;  and  the 
ufual  meafure  of  time  allowed  to  courtfhip 

expired. 
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expired,  no  doubt  can  be  made  that  the 

holy  tye  will  unite  for  ever  this  delightful 
pair. 

And  here,  gentle  reader,  notwithftand- 
ing  thy  overweening  curiofity  may  be  difap- 
pointed,  in  not  being  permitted  to  partake 
of  fuch  a  bleffed  conclufion  of  thefe  adven¬ 
tures,  thou  mull  lufpend  thy  expectations 
for  the  prefent ;  for,  further  this  biographer 
fayeth  not..  He  has,  agreeable  to  the 
maxims  of  writers  of  this  clafs,  extricated 
his  hero  from  all  his  difficulties  and  diftref- 
fes,  brought  him  within  view  of  his  final 
conlolation  in  this  world,  and  leaves  him 
furrounded  by  his  uncle  and  friends,  Ber¬ 
tram ,  ClariJJa ,  Leonora ,  Lothario  and  M'Ken- 
zie,  who,  at  this  prelent  writing,  are  all 
well  and  happy  ;  and,  that  they  may  long 
continue  lo,  is  his  fincere  and  fervent 
prayer.  , 

And  now,  ye  tremendous  criticks,  with 
whom  our  times  are  fo  replete,  nothing  re¬ 
mains,  but  to  fay  a  word  or  two  to  your 
worlhips,  before  I  lay  down  my  pen,  and 
recur  to  my  former  obfcurity.  Toexercife 
your  talents,  you  will  find  in  thefe  memoirs 
abundance  of  Anachronifm,  and  Parachronism 
too:  And,  as  I  have  written  in  a  gay,  dif- 
engaged  manner,  you  will  alfo  find  abun¬ 
dant  matter  to  objed  againft  my  ftile  and 
3  language 
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language  in  many  inftances.  Some  notions 
here  and  there  advanced,  are  new-fangled 
ones,  which  will  employ  a  great  deal  of 
your  {kill  to  refute  ;  and  many  quotations 
are  made,  with  the  loofe  and  carelefs  air 
of  a  gentleman,  tho*  not  v/ith  the  preci- 
fion  that  your  grave  cenforfhips,  perhaps, 
will  iitfift:  upon  as  neceffary.  That  I  might 
leave  free  fcope  for  your  humour  to  vent  it- 
felf,  you  will,  here  and  there,  alfo  find  fome 
polite  Latin ,  and  alfo  fome  Greek  phrafes 
Anglicifed ,  all  which,  tho*  I  do  not  at  all 
fear  it,  will  pafs  the  cenfure  of  your  awful 
and  damning  tribunal.  But  this  I  am  fen- 
fible  of,  that,  if  that  aggregate ,  the  town, 
fhould  approve  thefe  rny  labours,  all  your 
nibbling  will  as  little  prejudice  me,  as  the 
efforts  of  the  viper  could  ifnooth  the  file  by 
licking  it. 

And,  oh!  ye  Parody  monger^  yt  Paral¬ 
lelize™  $nd  ye  dealers  in  lecret  hiftory  and 
fcandal,  a  word  alio  with  you; 

If  you  thefe  pages  chance  to  take  in  hand. 
Speak  of  them  as  they  are,  nothing  extenuate, 
Kor  fet  down  aught  in  malice  ! - 

The  author  is  confcious  of  no  malevolence, 
or  defign  to  detraft  from  the  good  name  of 
any  one;  and  therefore,  if  ye  fhould  think 
he  aims  at  retailing  the  adventures  of 

any 
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any  applauded  perlon  now  in  being,  dwell 
ye  )n  the  parallel,  .upon  the  amiable  parts 
of  Ranger’s  conduct,  and  leave  his  flips  and 
mifcarriages  out  of  the  queftion  •,  fo  fhall 
ye  find  much  to  admire,  and  more  to  imi¬ 
tate,  in  the  courie  of  your  reading.  But, 
above  all,  look  at  home,  and  refiedt  whe¬ 
ther  you  yourfelves  have  paft  your  juvenile 
days,  without  affording  matter  of  fufficient 
cenfure  upon  your  condudf ;  and,  if  ye  can 
exculpate  yourfelves,  fling  the  firfl  dart  of 
bitter  reproach.  Let  it  be  remembered 
alio,  that  very  high  myfteries  may  be  couched 
under  the  charadter  of  a  player,  which  guife 
I  have  made  my  heroafiume;  and  thatj  the 
circumftance  of  his  being  difplayed  in  a 
drammatical  capacity,  cannotat  all  ftfengthen 
your  parallel,  with  regard  to  any  particular 
•wight  of  your  acquaintance  ;  for, 

To! us  Mundus  agit  Hiftrionem  ! 


F  INIS. 


errata. 

Vo],  I.  p,  173.  I.  25.  for  Sir  Julius,  r.  Sir  JuJluu 
Vol.  II.  p.  66.  1.  16.  after  Bnflol ,  add,  thro*  ’which ,  after 
having  crcjjcd  fo  marry  counties,  they  dire  tied  their  route. 


